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A Glorious Marriage 
Genesis 1-11 Part XII - Genesis 2:18-25 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Creation Ordinances 
 
Marriage was designed by God as a ___________ for human beings and is God’s 
____________ for humanity. Consequently, God takes marriage very seriously. 
 
 
 
II. A Glorious Marriage 
 

A. Marriage is God’s Idea (vv. 18-20 cf. Lev 18:1-5, 23) 
 

____________ is God’s idea. Adam, humanity, did not come up with the idea of 
marriage, God did. Marriage is not a human creation; it did not evolve over time for 
the preservation of the species. God created marriage in the day He created us.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Marriage is God’s Creation and Covenant (vv. 21-23) 
 

“The woman was not made out of his head to top him, not out of his feet to be trampled upon by 
him, but out of his side to be equal with him, under his arm to be protected, and near his heart to be 
beloved.” Matthew Henry 
 
 

a. A Covenant (cf. 2 Sam 5:1ff; Pr 2:16f; Mt 19:6) 
 

First, marriage is a covenant. It is a _________ in blood – a life and death 
oath sworn between a man and woman that unites the man and woman as 
one flesh. Marriage covenants, therefore, are not merely our covenants – 
they are God’s covenants. Marriage is a creation ordinance and belongs to God. 

 
 
 

b. of Companionship (cf. Mal 2:14) 
 

God looked upon everything and it was “good” except, that is, the 
loneliness of the man. God looked upon the man and declared, “It is not 
good for man to be alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him.” 
Marriage therefore is a covenant of companionship.  

 
 

Outline of Genesis 1-11 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II. The Toledoth of 

1) Heavens & Earth (2:4-4:26) 
2) Adam (5:1-6:8) 
3) Noah (6:9-9:29) 
4) Shem, Ham, and Japheth (10:1-11:9) 
5) Shem (11:10-26) 
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C. Marriage is God’s Norm (vv. 24-25) 
 
The normal course for men is to find a wife and settle down. Singleness for 
_________, in particular, is not the norm. It is an occasional special gift that God 
gives to some men but the norm is marriage. 
 
 
Every husband is a new __________ to whom God is bringing another _________ 
– and he is to treat her as flesh of his flesh, bone of his bones. This marital 
relationship holds precedence over every other relationship, even the most dear of all 
other human relationships – that with one’s parents.  
 
 

A. A man shall… (cf. Pr 18:22; 1 Cor 11:7-11; Eph 5:23) 
 
The primary obligation for pursuing a spouse and swearing a marriage 
covenant lies with the ___________. He who finds a wife finds a good thing, And 
obtains favor from the LORD. 

 
 
 
 

B. Leave and Cleave (cf. Dt 10:20; 13:4; Pr 19:14) 
 

The man has a twofold calling: he is to _________ father and mother and he 
is to __________ to his woman, to his wife.  

 
 
 
 
 

C. The Two Shall Become One Flesh (cf. 1 Cor 6:9-20; 1 Pet 3:1-6) 
 

The final clause emphasizes that while initiating the marriage is the 
responsibility of the __________, the __________ too is to leave and 
cleave; she is to be joined in one flesh with her man. But hers is a leaving and 
cleaving of response not initiation. 

 
 

Moses provides a vision for human flourishing that includes our sexuality. 
Sexuality is not forbidden – it is God’s creation and design to be enjoyed 
within the covenant of marriage. 

 
 
 
 
 
III. Conclusion 


