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A Glorious Covenant 
Genesis 1-11 Part XI - Genesis 2:4-17 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. A Vision of Glory (cf. Dt 8:3) 
 
Moses likely wrote Genesis as Israel was journeying to the Promised Land. He wanted them 
to understand what God had created them to be, to provide a vision for their future life in 
the Promised Land. Israel was, like Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, to enter into the 
garden of the Promised Land, to tend and keep it to the glory of God, to enjoy Sabbath rest 
and marriage and life by submitting themselves to the Word of God, to God’s 
commandments. Loyalty to God and to His Word would mean __________. Disloyalty, 
rebellion, would mean _____________ and judgment. 
 
 
II. The Edenic Covenant 
 

A. Yahweh the Covenant Lord (cf. Ex 6:2-8; Lk 1:67ff) 
 

Yahweh is God’s personal Name, His ___________ Name. Moses uses this Name to 
highlight the nature of the relationship that God established with Adam: God 
entered into Covenant with Adam. Yahweh is the ____________ Lord, the God who 
keeps ___________ with His people.  
 
Point 1: God entered into covenant with Adam; He has entered into covenant with us. 
 
WLC #20. What was God’s providence relating to the humans he created?  

A. God providentially put Adam and Eve in paradise and assigned them the job of taking 
care of it. He gave them permission to eat everything that grew, put them in authority over all 
the creatures, and established marriage as a help for Adam. God allowed them to have 
fellowship with him, instituted the Sabbath, and made a covenant of life with them on the 
condition of their personal, perfect, and perpetual obedience. The tree of life was a sign 
guaranteeing this covenant. Finally, God told them not to eat from the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil or they would die. 

 
B. A Bond in Blood (cf. Dt 30:15-20; Heb 10:26-31) 

 
A covenant is a relationship – but it is more than a relationship. O. Palmer 
Robertson calls a covenant a “_________ in _________.” It is a __________ – a 
binding relationship, a sacred relationship. 
 
God’s covenants with his people are not only “bonds”, they are “bonds in 
__________” – in other words, they are life and death arrangements, really serious 
bonds. To keep God’s covenant is _________; to betray His covenant is ________.  
 
Point 2: We are bound to God in a life and death bond. To love God, rely on His forgiveness in 
Christ, and obey Him by the power of His Spirit is the path of _______; to presume on His 
grace, embrace sin willfully and without repentance, to deny Him is the path of _________.  

Outline of Genesis 1-11 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II. The Toledoth of 

1) Heavens & Earth (2:4-4:26) 
2) Adam (5:1-6:8) 
3) Noah (6:9-9:29) 
4) Shem, Ham, and Japheth (10:1-11:9) 
5) Shem (11:10-26) 
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C. Covenant Headship (cf. 1 Cor 15:20-23, 45-49) 
 

God established His covenant with Adam as the representative for all humanity. He 
was responsible for the fate of all those “in him.” He was the covenant 
“_________”, the one responsible to God for the direction humanity would take. 
 
 
 
Covenants frequently have this representative element. When the covenant is 
established, someone is called upon to answer for the fulfillment of the covenant. 
Adam was the covenant head, the representative of all men. Paul develops this in 
Romans 5 and 1 Corinthians 15:20-23, 45-49.  
 
 
 
When Adam chose to rebel, His choice brought __________ upon us all. But note 
that Christ comes as a new covenant head, a new representative of His people. What 
this indicates is that believers in Christ are no longer under Adam’s covenant – we 
are no longer in Adam, Adam is no longer our covenant head, no longer our 
representative. Christ is our covenant head. And the consequence of this is 
_________ – for Christ died and rose again that we too might rise from the dead. 
 
 
 
Point 3: Fundamentally in human history there are two basic covenants: the covenant made with 
Adam as head and the covenant made with Christ as head. You are either in Adam or in Christ. 
If you are in Adam, you shall _______ – for Adam rebelled against God and chose the path of 
death; but if you are in Christ, you shall _______ – for Christ obeyed God and chose the path of 
life, for Himself and for all those in Him.  
 

 
 
 
 
III. Conclusion 
 

 


