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A Glorious Garden(er) 
Genesis 1-11 Part X - Genesis 2:4-17 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. The Princeton Singer 
 
“We can no longer base our values on the idea that human beings are a special form of creation, made in the 
image of God, singled out from all other animals, and alone possessing an immortal soul…. Once the 
religious mumbo-jumbo surrounding the term “human” has been stripped away, we may continue to see 
normal members of our species as possessing greater capacities of rationality, self-consciousness, 
communication, and so on, than members of any other species; but we will not regard as sacrosanct the life of 
each and every member of our species, no matter how limited its capacity for intelligent or even conscious life 
may be…” Peter Singer, Princeton University Professor of Bio-ethics 
 
 
 
II. A Glorious Garden(er) 
 

A. The Nature of the Garden 
 

1. Early Condition (vv.5-6 cf. 3:18) 
 

 
 
2. Eastward in Eden (vv. 8-14) 

 
 
 

3. Trees in the Garden (v. 9) 
   

a. Tree of Life 
 

God gave the tree of life its name, not because it could confer on man that life with which he 
had been previously endued, but in order that it might be a symbol and memorial of the life 
which he had received from God… He intended, therefore, that man, as often as he tasted 
the fruit of that tree, should remember whence he received his life, in order that he might 
acknowledge that he lives not by his own power, but by the kindness of God alone; and 
that life is not (as they commonly speak) an intrinsic good, but proceeds from God. John 
Calvin 

 
b. Tree of the Knowledge of Good & Evil (cf. 24:50; 31:24, 29) 

 
What these passages indicate is that “the knowledge of good and evil” is the 
right and privilege to declare something to be right or wrong. For the man or woman to 
eat from this tree is to aspire to be “like god” – to set their own rules rather 
than live in submission to their Lord; to be _______________, a law unto 
themselves. 

 

Outline of Genesis 1-11 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II. The Toledoth of 

1) Heavens & Earth (2:4-4:26) 
2) Adam (5:1-6:8) 
3) Noah (6:9-9:29) 
4) Shem, Ham, and Japheth (10:1-11:9) 
5) Shem (11:10-26) 
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B. The Nature of the Gardener 
 

1. Flesh and Spirit (v. 7) 
 
 
 

2. Responsible (vv. 15-17) 
 
 
 
 
III. Application 
 

A. Existentialism and the Transgendered Issue 
 

_____________ is the driving force behind much of the political and moral disarray 
occurring today. The French philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre explains existentialism: 
 

Atheistic existentialism, which I represent…states that if god does not exist, there is at least 
one being [man] in whom ___________ precedes essence… This means that, first of all, 
man exists, turns up, appears on the scene, and, only afterwards defines himself. If man, as the 
existentialist conceives, is indefinable, it is because at first he is nothing. Only afterward will he 
be something, and he himself will have made what he will be. Thus, there is no human nature, 
since there is no God to conceive it. Not only is man what he conceives himself to be, but he is 
only what he wills himself to be after this thrust toward existence. Man is nothing else but what 
he makes of himself. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Oliver deVinck 
 

Existentialism is absolutely foreign to the Word of God. God defines us. We enter 
into the world pre-defined. _____________ precedes existence. God defines you – 
you are a human being, made in God’s image, invested with dignity and honor not 
because of what you have done but because of what you are.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IV. Conclusion 
 


