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A Glorious Calling 
Genesis 1-11 Part VIII - Genesis 1:26-31 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Review - A Glorious Humanity 
 
 
 
 
 
II. Kings and Priests (Rev 5:1-10 cf. 1 Pet 2:4-10) 
 
Jesus was crucified that we might be forgiven and then rose again to give us new life by the 
power of His Spirit. Jesus’ death and resurrection are the foundation for our renewal in 
God’s image. 
 
 
Genesis 1 & 2 outline a distinct vision of humanity’s glorious calling – the calling to be kings 
and priests to God. Peter captures this dual calling as kings and priests by calling us a “royal 
priesthood” – as those in Christ we are priests according to the order of Melchizedek; in other 
words, we are, like Jesus, kings and priests.  
 
 
 

A. Fill and Subdue the Earth (1:26-31) 
 

God commands the man and the woman to fill and rule the world under His 
overarching authority. In other words, he calls the man and woman to be 
____________. 

 
 
  
 
 

B. Tend and Keep the Garden (2:15-17) 
 

 
First, man is to ___________ or “cultivate” the garden: he is to develop the latent 
potential of the garden. He is to increase its fruitfulness; multiply its productivity. 
Man is to do all this work in service of God. God created the world so that human 
beings could cultivate it to the glory of His Name. He made us ____________. 

 
 

Second, man is also told to keep or _____________ the garden – to protect it from 
himself and from others. 

 
 
 

Outline of Genesis 1-11 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II. The Toledoth of 

1) Heavens & Earth (2:4-4:26) 
2) Adam (5:1-6:8) 
3) Noah (6:9-9:29) 
4) Shem, Ham, and Japheth (10:1-11:9) 
5) Shem (11:10-26) 
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III. Application 
 

A. Be Fruitful and Multiply 
 

1. Human beings are not invaders (cf. Is 45:18) 
 

First, contra some forms of the environmental movement, human beings are not 
_____________ of a pristine world. God intends human beings to fill the earth.  
 
 
2. Children are a Blessing from God (cf. Ps 127:3-5; Pr 13:24; 19:18) 

 
Second, God’s command to be fruitful and multiply indicates for us that children 
are a _____________ from God and that the normal course for married couples 
is to have children.  

 
 

 
B. The Cultural Mandate 

 
God’s command in Genesis 1 is sometimes called the ________ Mandate. As rulers, 
the man and woman are to create a culture. They are not simply to leave the world in 
the condition in which they found it, but were to develop it for the glory of God. 

 
1. The Blessing of Work 

 
Work is a blessing from God. Even before the Fall, we were given a task to 
perform. _______________, unbridled personal pleasure or enjoyment, was not 
the end of our existence before the Fall nor is it after the Fall.  

 
 

2. The Necessity of Work 
 

God entrusted the creation, entrusted the productivity and fruitfulness of the 
earth, to human beings. We are to exercise dominion; we are to cultivate the 
earth. We are to increase its fruitfulness and order it. And often, when left to 
itself, it resorts to barrenness, fruitlessness, weeds, and thistles. 
 

 
3. The End of Work (cf. Col 3:23) 

 
Finally, let us never forget that we are not merely kings – not merely called to 
work – but priests – called to offer that work up in worship and praise of God. 
The end, goal, purpose of work is the ____________ of God.  

 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 
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