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The Glorious Trinity 
Genesis 1-11 Part IV - Genesis 1:1-5 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Unfolding Mysteries (cf. Is 40:12-26; 46:5-11) 
 
 
 
II. The Trinity Veiled 
 

A. Elohim created (1:1) 
 

 “Remarkably, the mystery of the Holy Trinity is embedded in the first three Hebrew words of the 
text (Bereshith bara Elohim) because the name ‘God,’ Elohim, is in the plural, and the verb 
‘created’ (bara) is in the singular, so that God (plural) created (singular)…” R. Kent Hughes 
 
B. God, Spirit, Word (1:1,2,3) 

 
 

C. Let us… (1:26-27; 3:22; 11:7) 
 

 
 

III. The Trinity Unveiled (Jn 1:1-18) 
 

A. The Word is eternal – (1:1,2) 
 
“What means this, ‘In the beginning was’? [John] ranges backward over the spaces of time, centuries 
are left behind, ages are cancelled. Fix in your mind what date you will for this ‘beginning’; you miss 
the mark, for even then He, of Whom we are speaking, ‘was’.” Hilary of Poitiers (c. 300-368) 

 
B. The Word is personal – (1:1,2,3) 

 
 
C. The Word is divine – (1:1) 

 
 

D. The Word created all things – (1:3, 10 cf. Col 1:15-17) 
 

 
E. The Word animates all life – (1:4) 
 
 
F. The Word enlightens all men – (1:4, 9; cf. Col 2:3) 
 
 
G. The Word became incarnate – (1:14) 

 

Outline of Genesis 1-11 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II. The Toledoth of 

1) Heavens & Earth (2:4-4:26) 
2) Adam (5:1-6:8) 
3) Noah (6:9-9:29) 
4) Shem, Ham, and Japheth (10:1-11:9) 
5) Shem (11:10-26) 
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IV. Implications 
 

A. Infinitely Happy (Deut 10:12-22; Ps 50; Jn 17:5; Acts 17:25) 
 
God did not create the world because He ____________ the world; He created not 
because He was deficient but because He was super-sufficient. 

 
Before there was time, or place, or any creature, GOD, the blessed Trinity was in Himself, and 
as the Prophet speaks, inhabiting Eternity, completely happy in Himself: but intending to 
manifest and communicate His goodness, He gave being to the world, and to time with it; made 
all to set forth His goodness, and the most excellent of His creatures to contemplate and enjoy it. 
Robert Leighton (1611-84) 

 
 
B. Worship the Lord! (cf. Ps 29; 148; Jn 5:22-23; Rev 1:4-6; 4:2ff; 5:8-14) 

 
Each Person of the Godhead is worthy of praise and worship. Remember the words 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all should honor the _________ just as they honor the Father. 
He who does not honor the _________ does not honor the Father who sent Him. Our worship 
as the people of God is offered up to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 
 

C. Rationality of the Universe 
 

1. Laws of Logic 
 

The Astonishing Hypothesis is that ‘You’, your joys and your sorrows, your memories and your 
ambitions, your sense of person identity and free will, are in fact no more than the behavior of a 
vast assembly of nerve cells and their associated molecules. Sir Francis Crick 

 
The important point about the standard evolutionary story is that the human species and all its 
features are the wholly physical outcome of a purely physical process… If this is the correct 
account of our origins, then there is neither need, nor room, to fit any non-physical properties 
into our theoretical account of ourselves. We are creatures of mater. And we should learn to live 
with that fact. Paul Churchland 
 
2. Informational Basis of Life 

 
“Each nucleus…contains a digitally coded database larger, in information content, than all 
thirty volumes of the Encyclopedia Britannica put together. And this figure is for each cell, not 
all the cells of the body put together.”  Richard Dawkins 
 
“On several different levels and in several different ways, DNA has the structure of language. 
All organisms on earth – from bacteria to animals, protists to plants, algae to fungi – have 
DNA. Evidence of language is found in all earth’s organisms.” Kurt P. Wise 

 
 
V. Conclusion 


