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A Glorious Creator 
Genesis 1-11 Part III - Genesis 1:1 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. The King of Glory (Ps 24)  
 
 
II. The God of Glory 
 

A. God the Subject 
 
 

B. A Glorious Creator 
 

1. God is (cf. Ex 3:14; Neh 9:6; Ps 90:2; 104) 
 

First, note that God Himself is ___________ – He is without beginning or end. 
When time began, God was.  

 
 

2. God created ex nihilo (cf. Ps 33:6-9; Rom 4:17; Heb 11:3) 
 

Second, note that God creates all things out of __________, he creates ex nihilo, 
without pre-existing material.  

 
 

3. God created all things (cf. Rev 4:11) 
 

Finally, note that God created ____________ out of nothing. As Douglas Kelley 
remarks, “‘Heavens and the earth’ is a way of saying ‘everything that exists’…”  

 
 
III. Implications 
 

A. Finitum non capax infinitum 
 

1. The finite cannot ___________ the infinite. (cf. Job 42:3; Ps 40:5; 139) 
 

God is far beyond us; He is ultimately incomprehensible; our human minds 
cannot fully grasp the greatness of God, the majesty of God, the glory of God.  
 

…For if the keenness of our eyes grows dull on looking at the sun, so that the brightness of the rays 
prevents us from gazing upon the orb itself, the keenness of our mental perception suffers the same 
thing in all our thinking about God, and in proportion as we give our endeavors more directly to 
consider God, so much the more the mind itself is blinded by the light of its own thought. What 
could you possibly say then that would be worthy of Him? He is more sublime than all sublimity, 
higher than all heights, deeper than all depth, clearer than all light, brighter than all brilliance, 
more splendid than all splendor, stronger than all strength, mightier than all might, more beautiful 

Outline of Genesis 1-11 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II. The Toledoth of 

1) Heavens & Earth (2:4-4:26) 
2) Adam (5:1-6:8) 
3) Noah (6:9-9:29) 
4) Shem, Ham, and Japheth (10:1-11:9) 
5) Shem (11:10-26) 
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than all beauty, truer than all truth, more enduring than all endurance, greater than all majesty, 
more powerful than all power, richer than all riches, wiser than all wisdom, kinder than all 
kindness, better than all goodness, juster than all justice, more merciful than all mercy. Every kind 
of virtue must of necessity be less than He, who is the God and source of all virtue. 

 
 

2. The finite cannot __________ the infinite. (cf. Ps 19:1ff; Ro 5:1f) 
 

a. The Incarnation 
 

We see this most vividly in the Incarnation of Jesus. In Him all the fullness 
of the Godhead dwelt in bodily form. Jesus was truly God and truly man. So 
there are points where Jesus’ divinity, because it could not be contained by 
His humanity, bursts forth. 
 
b. The Creation (cf. Col 1:15-17) 
 
A similar phenomenon occurs in the creation itself. Because God upholds all 
things, because His power lies behind and before all things, having originally 
created them and now sustaining them by His almighty power, there are 
moments when the glory of God breaks through the created order and fills 
our souls with longing. 

 
The books or the music in which we thought the beauty was located will betray us 
if we trust to them; it was not in them, it only came through them, and what came 
through them was longing. These things – the beauty, the memory of our own past 
– are good images of what we really desire; but if they are mistaken for the thing 
itself they turn into dumb idols, breaking the hearts of the worshipers. For they 
are not the thing itself; they are only the scent of a flower we have not found, the 
echo of a tune we have not heard, news from a country we have never yet visited. 
C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory 

 
 

B. Hope that is seen is not hope… (Rom 8:24-25) 
 

First, it reminds us to be realistic. The full enjoyment of God’s glory awaits the 
resurrection; we will not have an unmitigated experience of God’s glory in the course 
of our lives.  

 
 

C. Let your beauty be upon us (cf. Ps 90; 127) 
 
Finally, it should remind us to petition God to pour out His favor on us; if we know 
the source of this blessing, then should we not go to the source and pray that He 
would pour out more of it?  

 
 
IV. Conclusion 


