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Primeval History 
Genesis 1-11 Part I: An Introduction 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. His Mercy Endures Forever (cf. Ps 136) 
 

i. __________ is a matter of historical fact – as much as the Exodus.  
ii. The consequence of __________ is that we should praise the Lord.  

 
You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, honor, and power for you have created all things and by 
your will they exist and were created. Revelation 4:11 

 
• Chapters 1-11 Primeval History –  
• Chapters 12-50 Patriarchal History – 

 
 
II. Primeval History 
 

A. Historical Nature of Genesis 
 

1. Internal Evidence 
 

a. Narrative Style 
b. Genealogies  
c. Source citations 

 
 

“The man who says, ‘I believe that Genesis purports to be a historical account, but I do not 
believe that account’, is a far better interpreter of the Bible than the man who says, ‘I believe 
that Genesis is profoundly true, but it is [myth].’” E.J. Young 
 
2. Canonical Evidence (cf. Ps 29:10; 135; Mt 19:4-6; 24:36-42; 2 Pet 3:5-6) 

 
“Both the Old and the New Testaments deliberately root themselves back into the early chapters 
of Genesis, insisting that they are a record of historical events… the early chapters of Genesis 
are to be viewed completely as history – just as much so, let us say, as records concerning 
Abraham, David, Solomon, or Jesus Christ.” Francis Schaeffer 
 

B. Foundational Nature of Genesis 1-11 
 

 
“In some ways, these chapters are the most important ones in the Bible, for they put man in his 
cosmic setting and show him his peculiar uniqueness. They explain man’s wonder and yet his flaw. 
Without a proper understanding of these chapters we have no answer to the problems of metaphysics, 
morals or epistemology, and furthermore the work of Christ becomes one more upper-story ‘religious’ 
answer.” Francis Schaeffer 
 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II. The Toledoth of 

1) Heavens & Earth (2:4-4:26) 
2) Adam (5:1-6:8) 
3) Noah (6:9-9:29) 
4) Shem, Ham, and Japheth (10:1-11:9) 
5) Shem (11:10-26) 
6) Terah [Abraham] (11:27-25:11) 
7) Ishmael (25:12-18) 
8) Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
9) Esau (36:1-37:1) 
10) Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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III. Implications 
 

A. Historicity of Christianity (2 Pet 1:12-18) 
 

The historicity of Christianity is that which distinguishes Christianity from other 
____________. Christianity is not primarily a matter of personal feeling or religious 
feeling or sentimental attachment. Christianity is a declaration of an historical event.  
 
 
 
Christianity is _______. It is not merely a collection of religious principles and ideals. 
It is not “upper story” religious “truth” or mere philosophical speculation. Nor is it a 
collection of fictitious and spurious stories revealing eternal truths. It is history. 
 
 
 
 

“Christianity is an historical phenomenon, like the Roman Empire, or the Kingdom of 
Prussia, or the United States of America… From the beginning, the Christian gospel, as 
indeed the name ‘gospel’ or ‘good news’ implies, consisted in an account of something that 
had happened. And from the beginning, the meaning of the happening was set forth; and 
when the meaning of the happening was set forth then there was Christian doctrine. ‘Christ 
died’ – that is history; ‘Christ died for our sins’ – that is doctrine. Without these two 
elements, joined in an absolutely indissoluble union, there is no Christianity.” J. Gresham 
Machen 

 
 
 
 
 

 
B. Personal History (cf. Acts 9:1-9; 22:1-11; 26:12-18) 
 
Because Christianity is objectively true, God is still at work in the world and has been 
at work in our own lives. So how are we doing communicating the way in which 
God has specifically worked in our lives? Certainly we have an obligation to 
communicate God’s work in history; to declare the truth of Scripture and of Genesis 
1-11; but we also have an obligation to communicate God’s work in our own lives.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 
 
 


