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Why do our Bibles contain the New Testament? 
Various Scriptures 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. The Ebionites 
 
The Ebionites were Jews who professed to follow Jesus but who rejected the NT writings 
and used only the OT and a more “Jewish” life of Jesus. They insisted that all Christians are 
obligated to keep the OT ____________ laws as identifying badges. 
 
 
II. Discontinuity 
 

A. Two Covenants (Heb 8 cf. Gal 4:21-31) 
 

Scripture makes clear that the old covenant (the relationship which God established 
with our fathers on Mt. Sinai) was a ____________ arrangement. It was not 
intended to be eternal but to govern Israel until the Messiah should come. 

• The old covenant anticipated a future historical event, the coming of Jesus. 
• The deficiency of the old covenant was recognized by the prophets. 
• The old covenant, therefore, has been made “obsolete” with Jesus’ advent.  

 
 
B. Two Glories (2 Cor 3:7-18) 

 
Even as there are two covenants – the old and the new – so there are two glories: the 
glory of the new covenant far surpassing the glory of the old and necessitating new 
covenant Scriptures. The fading glory of the old covenant was revealed at the very 
beginning. After speaking with our fathers, Moses would put a __________ over his 
face. Why? Typically Christians think its purpose was to shield the __________ of his 
face. But that’s not the case. Its purpose was to shield the ___________ of that glory. It 
was an acted parable indicating the temporary nature of the old covenant. 

 
C. Two Ages (Gal 4:1-7; Heb 1:1-4) 

 
During the old covenant the church was in her minority; during the new, she is in 
her majority. Even as a father establishes extra rules for children in order to bring 
them to maturity, so God established the ceremonial laws of the old covenant to 
govern our fathers until Christ should come. 
 
• The moral law doth forever bind all, as well justified persons as others, to the obedience thereof; and that, 

not only in regard of the matter contained in it, but also in respect of the authority of God the Creator, 
who gave it. Neither doth Christ, in the Gospel, any way dissolve, but much strengthen this obligation. 
(WCF, 19.5) 

• Besides this [moral] law…, God was pleased to give to the people of Israel, as a church under age, 
ceremonial laws, containing several typical ordinances, partly of worship, prefiguring Christ, His graces, 
actions, sufferings, and benefits; and partly, holding forth divers instructions of moral duties. All which 
ceremonial laws are now abrogated, under the new [covenant]. (19.3) 
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III. Implications 
 

A. Different Opportunity (Eph 3:1-7) 
 

While the Word of God was largely restricted to the nation of Israel in the old 
covenant, in the new covenant the Gospel is going to the entire world, even as the 
prophets anticipated (cf. Lk 24:47).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
B. Different Barriers (Acts 10; 1 Cor 9:19ff; Eph 2:14-15; Col 2:16-17) 

 
One of the ways in which God preserved the people of Israel prior to the arrival of 
the Christ and preserved their identity was by erecting social barriers that set them 
apart from their neighbors. One of the clearest signs of the new age, the opening of 
the Gospel to all the nations of the world, is the elimination of these barriers. You 
know how unlawful it is for a Jewish man to keep company with or go to one of another nation. But 
God has shown me that I should not call any man common or unclean (Acts 10:28).  
 

For Christians are not distinguished from the rest of humanity by country, language, or custom. For 
nowhere do they live in cities of their own, nor do they speak some unusual dialect, nor do they practice 
an eccentric way of life…For while they live in both Greek and barbarian cities, as each one’s lot was 
cast, and follow the local customs in dress and food and other aspects of life, at the same time they 
demonstrate the remarkable and admittedly unusual character of their own citizenship. They live in their 
own countries but only as nonresidents, they participate in everything as citizens, and endure everything 
as foreigners. Every foreign country is their fatherland, and every fatherland is foreign. They marry like 
everyone else, and have children, but they do not expose their offspring. They share their food but not 
their wives. They are in the flesh, but they do not live according to the flesh. They live on earth but their 
citizenship is in heaven. They obey the established laws; indeed in their private lives they transcend the 
laws. They love everyone, and by everyone they are persecuted. The Epistle to Diognetus (c. 150) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

C. Different Understanding (1 Pet 1:10-12; 2 Pet 1:16-21) 
 

Now that Christ has come, we have a fuller grasp of what God is doing in the world. 
Though we share the same hope with our fathers – the hope of the resurrection of 
all things – we see that hope more clearly.  

 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 


