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I. Introduction 

 
A. Idolatry and Sexuality    

 
In short, the idea that the toleration of homosexuality is an evil that will lead to God’s judgment is unbiblical 
because it puts the cart before the horse. The truth of the matter is that it is the other way around. The prevalence 
of homosexuality in a culture is a sure sign that God has already executed or is in the process of executing his 
wrath upon society for its apostasy. The cause of this judgment is not the immoral practices of homosexuals 
(immoral though homosexual acts are). The cause of the judgment is spiritual apostasy. The prevalence of 
homosexuality is the ____________, not the cause of God’s wrath being visited upon a society. (Stephen C. 
Perks, “The Church Effeminate,” 113) 
 
B. Egalitarianism vs. Biblical Differentiation 
 
Egalitarianism is a social philosophy that insists that everything must be “equal” in an absolute 
sense – any talk of hierarchy, of superiors and inferiors, or of authority is suspect. 
Egalitarianism looks at all the inequity in the world and declares, “That’s not fair!” But the heart 
of wisdom embraces these differences and rejoices in them (cf. Eccl 9:13-18; 10:5-7, 16-17). 
 
 

II. Male and Female He Created Them 
 
A. Vive la Difference 
 
The creation of males only was a deficiency – even as, presumably, the creation of females only 
would have been a deficiency. Male and female together constitute the image of God and reveal 
the fullness of God’s glory.  
 
This equal dignity does not mean, however, that male and female are interchangeable. Equality 
of dignity does not correspond to an identity of role or calling. The man and the woman while 
possessing equal dignity and worth have distinct callings that correspond to their biological 
differences. They were made to complement one another.  
 

i. A helper suitable for him (v. 20b) 
 
 

 The man was not created to help the woman, but the reverse. Doesn’t this striking fact suggest that 
manhood and womanhood are distinct and non-reversible?... The man is to love his wife by accepting the 
primary responsibility for making their partnership a platform displaying God’s glory, and the woman is 
to love her husband by supporting him in that godly undertaking. 
 So, was Eve Adam’s equal? Yes and no. She was his spiritual equal and unlike the animals, 
‘suitable for him.’ But she was not his equal in that she was his ‘helper.’ God did not create man and 
woman in an undifferentiated way, and their mere maleness and femaleness identify their respective roles. 
A man, just by virtue of his manhood, is called to _________ for God. A woman, just by virtue of 
her womanhood, is called to _________ for God. 
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 Must the male headship side of the paradox be construed as an insult or threat to women? Not at all, 
because Eve was Adam’s equal in the only sense in which equality is significant for 
personal worth. Woman is just as gifted as man ‘with all the attributes requisite to attaining wisdom, 
righteousness, and life.’ In a parallel sense, a church member has as much freedom and opportunity to 
achieve real significance as does a church elder; but the elder is to lead, and the member is to support. 
There is no cause for offense. 
 Why then do some godly people resist this teaching so energetically? One reason is a smothering male 
domination asserted in the name of male headship. When truth is abused, a rival position (in this case, 
feminism) that locks logically compelling power can take on psychologically compelling power. But 
male domination is a personal moral failure, not a Biblical doctrine. 
 If we define ourselves out of a reaction to bad experiences, we will be forever translating our pain in the 
past into new pain for ourselves and others in the present. We must define ourselves not by personal 
injury, not by fashionable hysteria, not even by personal variation and diversity, but by the suprapersonal 
pattern of sexual understanding taught here in Holy Scripture. (Raymond C. Ortlund, Jr., “Male 
and Female Equality and Male Headship,” 102). 

 
 

ii. From the man and for the man (vv. 21-22) 
 
 
 

iii. Welcoming and naming the woman (v. 23) 
 
 
 

iv. Leaving and cleaving (v. 24) 
 
 

 
 
B. Vestigia Trinitatis (cf. Gen 1:26-27) 
 
Man as male and female reflect the Triune nature of God. The creation of man as male and 
female is one of the vestigia Trinitatis – traces, marks, hints of the ___________ found in 
creation. When we say that God is Triune we are maintaining that there is only One God and 
that in the unity of the Godhead are the three distinct but not separable Persons of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. What this means is that in God both unity and diversity are joined 
in ____________. 
 

 “All sorts of people are fond of repeating the Christian statement that ‘God is love’. But they seem not 
to notice that the words ‘God is love’ have no real meaning unless God contains at least two Persons. 
Love is something that one person has for another person. If God was a single person, then before the 
world was made, he was not love.” (C.S. Lewis) 

 
 
 

III. Conclusion 
 
“Feminist theology must create a new textual base, a new canon… Feminist theology cannot be done from the existing base 
of the Christian Bible” (Rosemary Radford Ruether).  


