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I. Introduction 
 
 
II. The Place of Benedictions 
 
W.H. Mare defines a benediction as “a prayer found in Scripture in which divine ___________ 
are invoked upon one’s own person or on others, or in which there is recognition that such 
____________ are present.”  
 

A. Their Pervasiveness (cf. Lv 9:22ff; Nu 6:24ff; Ps 103; Ro 16:25-27) 
 

Benedictions are found throughout the Scriptures. We find benedictions given on 
special occasions such as births, deaths, marriages, wars, etc. Alongside these special 
occasions, benedictions were incorporated into worship as part of the warp and woof of 
Jewish life. They characteristically have a mixture of prayer – invoking or pronouncing a 
blessing – and praise – ascribing all glory and honor to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B. Their Purpose 

 
1. All blessing comes from God (cf. Php 2:12-13; Jer 9:23-24) 

 
First, benedictions remind us that all blessing comes from God. Paul asks God to grant 
all that which He has commanded. And this is the foundation of Augustine’s 
famous maxim – “__________ what thou wilt, and grant what thou dost ___________.” 
 
 
 

• Sensitive Souls –  
 
 
 

• Determined Souls – 
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2. All glory belongs to God (Jas 1:17; Jude 24-25; Ro 11:33-36) 
 

Hence, second, benedictions remind us that all _________ belongs to God. Since – as 
James reminds us – every good and perfect gift comes down from above, from the Father of lights, 
with whom there is no shifting shadow, therefore, God is the One who is worthy of all 
glory. So benedictions frequently include not only a wish or desire for God to bless 
someone but also a declaration of ___________ to God.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
III. The Benediction in the Liturgy 
 

A. With Expectation 
 

First, we ought to receive the benediction with ____________. In the benediction, 
God places His Name upon us, identifies with us, reminds us once again that we are 
His precious possession, a holy nation, a royal priesthood, a special people. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

B. With Gratitude and Humility 
 

Second, we ought to receive the benediction with profound ___________ and humility. 
Paul reminds us that the death and resurrection of Jesus are the twin acts that have 
established peace between God and sinful humanity. We were estranged and alienated 
from God, deservedly under God’s wrath and curse. But thanks be to God – the second 
Person of the Godhead took on human flesh and dwelt among us, shed His blood so 
that God might enter into covenant with sinful human beings and might pronounce His 
blessing upon those who deserve only His wrath.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 


