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I. The Age of God the Grandfather? 
 
 
 
II. Shaking Heaven and Earth 
 
How should the transition from the Old Covenant to the New Covenant affect our view of 
God and his expectations for us, especially for worship? 
 

A. What’s the subject? (cf. 9:1, 11, 23, 24; 10:1) 
 

Many have been misled by Paul’s use of the phrase “shaking heaven and earth” to 
conclude that Paul is speaking here of the end of the ___________ and the final 
judgment. In context, however, the subject is the downfall of the Jewish era, the 
overthrow of the Old Covenant, the coming destruction of the tabernacle system (what 
he calls the “__________ kingdom”) and the establishment of the kingdom of God, 
the Christian Era, the Era when Jesus rules and reigns from the right hand of God, the 
“______________ kingdom.”  
 
 
“The movables of Judaism, which had been ‘made’ at Sinai – the tabernacle, the priesthood, the ritual, 
the sacrifices, the festivals, etc. – were ‘shaken’ and ‘removed’ when the Church ‘came’ to Zion. Judaism 
was only a scaffolding set up temporarily with a view to the erection of the permanent structure of 
Christianity. Its ceremonial was the mere husk of religion; and when the husk rotted and perished, the 
kernel still lived and became fruitful.” (H.D.M. Spence) 
 

 
 

B. Haggai’s Prophecy (Hag 2:6-9, 21-22) 
 

For Haggai “shaking heaven and earth” was not a way of describing the end of the 
world but the end of great _____________, the upsetting of those who were in power, 
the toppling of the powers that be in order that God might establish His ___________. 
In Haggai, God was promising to shake the nations and bless Zerubbabel and his 
labors. In Hebrews, Paul uses this same principle to assure his readers that God was 
shaking earthly Jerusalem in order to establish his eternal kingdom.  

 
 
 
 

Outline of Hebrews 
1:1-4      Introduction: Prophet, Priest, and King 
1:5-2:18      Jesus the Exalted King 
3:1-4:13      Jesus the Exalted Prophet 
4:14-10:18   Jesus the Exalted Priest 
10:19-13:19 The Necessity of Faith, Hope, & Love 
13:20-25      Conclusion: Benedictions & Blessings 
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III. The Age of God the Father 
 

A. Greater Clarity, Greater Accountability (cf. 2:2-4; 10:28-29) 
 

Paul’s point is that the greater clarity of the New Covenant brings greater accountability 
and responsibility. Paul argues that if God took sin seriously then, how much 
_____________ now? If God took rebellion and idolatry, turning from the worship of 
the true God to idols, seriously under the Old Covenant, how much _____________ 
now that He is speaking through His Son, the fullness of the deity in bodily form? 
 

 
B. Acceptable Worship 
 
The word translated “serve” is not διακονέω but λατρεύομεν. Paul is not discussing acts of 
service but rather the service of worship. 
 

1. With Gratefulness (cf. Ps 102) 
 

“This kingdom is the finished work of God – the Divine masterpiece. Everything connected with it 
is stable. Nothing that is loose or perishable can adhere to it. It is built upon those great facts and 
truths which the convulsions that overturned the Levitical system could not disturb. The ‘things 
which are not shaken remain;’ e.g., the character of God, the moral nature and responsibility of 
man, the dark fact of human guilt, the doctrine of acceptance by sacrifice. Christianity has solved 
the problem of sin, in relation to the life of man; and therefore it ‘cannot be shaken.’ Throughout 
all time the way of salvation, the encouragements to believe, the rule of duty, the principles of the 
Christian life, the fruits of holiness, will be the same. And what a joy to live, as we do, among these 
abiding realities!” (Spence) 
 

 
2. With Profound Reverence (cf. Lev 10:1-7; Dt 4:24) 

 
'Eulabeia means, piety, pious devotedness, the spirit of religious devotion ; and aidos 
means reverence. I take the two words as designed to convey an idea of the intense pious reverence 
which ought to be paid to the great God whom the gospel exhibits. [These] two synonymous nouns 
[are] employed for the sake of intensity… so that, if we choose, we may translate, "with profound 
reverence.” (Moses Stuart) 

 
Paul quotes from Deuteronomy 4:24 and so reminds us that the same God who 
came down in fire upon Mt. ___________ is the very God with whom we have to 
do. God’s character has not changed; His nature has not changed; His standards 
have not changed; His demand for holiness and righteousness and purity has not 
changed. What has changed is that through the blood sacrifice of His Son Jesus, this 
holy, awesome, terrifying God invites us into His presence. 
 

IV. Conclusion 


