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I. Power for Perseverance 
 
 
 
II. Faith in Future Grace 
 

A. Faith and Hope (vv. 1-3) 
 

What gives our future hopes substance, grounding? After all they are in the future; they 
are things that are not yet seen – not because they are __________ but because they are in 
the future and the future is, to us, as yet unknown. We don’t know what the future 
holds. And yet we have hopes for the future: maturity, resurrection, reward. So what 
gives these future hopes substance or grounding? The answer is __________ - trust in 
the God who has made these promises to us and who has given us this hope.  
 
Faith, for Hebrews, is always closely linked to hope. _________ is looking at God and trusting him 
for everything, while __________ is looking at the future and trusting God for it. N.T. Wright 

 
 
 
B. Examples of Faith (vv. 4-12) 

 
• Abel –  
• Enoch –  
•  Noah –  
• Abraham –  
• Sarah – 

 
 

C. The Object of our Hope (vv. 13-16 cf. Heb 12:22-24; Rev 21:1-5) 
 

What enabled them to obey God in the ___________ was their confident expectation of what God 
was going to do in the __________. 
 
So what is this ___________ which God has prepared for them? It is the heavenly 
Jerusalem, the Messianic kingdom, now established by Christ and awaiting its 
consummation in the resurrection. It is this city toward which Abraham was journeying; 
this city of which we are citizens even now; this city in which we dwell as the people of 
God; this city to whose Temple we ascend in corporate worship; this city in which we 
shall dwell for all eternity. 

Outline of Hebrews 
1:1-4      Introduction: Prophet, Priest, and King 
1:5-2:18      Jesus the Exalted King 
3:1-4:13      Jesus the Exalted Prophet 
4:14-10:18   Jesus the Exalted Priest 
10:19-13:19 The Necessity of Faith, Hope, & Love 
13:20-25      Conclusion: Benedictions & Blessings 
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III. Application 
 

A. Faith vs. Gratitude (Num 14:11; Dt 1:31-32; Ps 50:12-15; 78:15-22) 
 

What is gratitude? Gratitude is, as John Piper points out, a spontaneous response of joy to 
receiving something over and above what we __________. Gratitude is the feeling that arises 
from some free gift or blessing that we have received in the past. 
 
But gratitude is not described in Scripture as that which motivates or empowers 
Christian obedience. It is not primarily by looking back to what God has done that we 
obey Him now; it is primarily by anticipating what God is going to do that we obey 
Him now. ___________ not gratitude is the key to obedience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
B. The Debtor’s Ethic 

 
“The debtor’s ethic says, ‘Because you have done something good for me, I feel indebted to do something 
good for you.’ This impulse is not what gratitude was designed to produce. God meant gratitude to be a 
spontaneous expression of pleasure in the gift and the good will of another. He did not mean it to be an 
impulse to return favors. If gratitude is twisted into a sense of debt, it gives birth to the debtor’s ethic – 
and the effect is to nullify grace…. In the debtor’s ethic the Christian life is pictured as an effort to pay 
back the debt we owe to God. Usually the concession is made that we can never fully pay it off. But 
‘gratitude’ demands that we work at it. Good deeds and religious acts are the installment payments we 
make on the unending debt we owe God… [But] What this feeling does is turn gifts into legal currency. 
Subtly the gift is no longer a gift but a business transaction. And what was offered as free grace is 
nullified by distorted gratitude….” John Piper, Future Grace 

 
 
 

God’s past acts of faithfulness are not intended as some sort of loan which we must 
then pay back. God’s acts of faithfulness in the __________ train us to look in faith to 
His __________ acts of faithfulness. They train us to live by faith in future grace. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
IV. Conclusion (cf. Ps 16:7-11) 


