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I. Of Motorcycles and Bailing Wire 
 
The old covenant ____________ were a temporary solution put in place to solve the problem 
of our sin and rebellion against God. God put them in place until the fullness of time would 
come and our problem could really be solved. And that fullness of time came in Christ. He 
solved the problem that those sacrifices could only mask. 
 
 
 
II. The Temporary Nature of the Old Covenant 
 

A. Shadows and Impossibilities (vv. 1-4) 
 
Here Paul gives his most succinct answer to the question, why did God in Christ 
abandon the tabernacle system, do away with the old covenant? The answer is that the 
sacrifices could not provide forgiveness and cleansing – they could only promise it. It 
was _____________ that the blood of bulls and goats provide forgiveness.  

 
 
 
 
 

B. The Witness of the Scriptures (vv. 5-18) 
 

1. The Psalms Predicted the End of the Sacrificial System (5-14) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. The Prophets Predicted the End of the Sacrificial System (15-18) 
 
 
 
 
 

Outline of Hebrews 
1:1-4      Introduction: Prophet, Priest, and King 
1:5-2:18      Jesus the Exalted King 
3:1-4:13      Jesus the Exalted Prophet 
4:14-10:18   Jesus the Exalted Priest 
10:19-13:19 The Necessity of Faith 
13:20-25      Conclusion: Benedictions & Blessings 
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III. Application 
 

A. The Solution for the Sin and Darkness of the World 
 

The solution for the sin and darkness of the world is not ____________; the solution 
for the sin and darkness of the world is the ____________ of Christ. The blood of 
Jesus Christ covers our sin.  
 
 
 
We dare not imagine that we can somehow earn forgiveness. As human beings we are 
afraid to take ______________ because we are afraid of judgment, afraid that God will 
not accept us if we’re responsible. “If I acknowledge that those things are my fault,” we 
reason, “then how could God ever accept me?” But the Good News is that even 
though those things are our responsibility, the blood of Christ covers them and God 
receives us as His people. The Gospel frees us to take responsibility for it frees us from 
the overwhelming guilt and judgment that that responsibility entails.  

 
 
B. Definitive vs. Progressive Sanctification (10:10 vs. 10:14) 

 
 

C.S. Lewis in his book The Problem of Pain notes that the relationship between God and 
His people can be likened to that between a man and a wild dog that the man has 
brought into his home. The man chooses the dog and brings him into his home – the 
dog gains a new identity, he becomes the man’s dog, no longer a wild beast but a beast 
with an identity. But the man is not content just to choose the dog; he begins to teach 
the dog what this new identity means – training and disciplining him so that he no 
longer acts like a wild animal. Under the hand of the man, the dog becomes increasingly 
disciplined and skilled. The dog begins to bring increasing joy to his master – but this 
joy is not at the dog’s expense, for the dog himself is becoming more skilled, realizing 
the abilities that were latent within him, despising the creature he once was – snarling 
and biting and scrapping for food. The increasing discipline is for the dog’s good – but 
the discipline comes only because, first and foremost, the man chose the dog to be his 
own. 

 
 
C. The Holy Spirit (10:15 cf. 2:4; 3:7; 6:4; 9:8, 14; 10:29) 

 
 
 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 


