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I. A War Briefing 
 
The difference between the old covenant and the new covenant is the difference between a 
________ planned and a ________ fought and won.  
 
 
 
II. Sufficiency of the New Covenant 
 

A. Superiority of Christ’s Sacrifice (11-14 and 23-28) 
 

In both these sections we observe a clear ____________ between planning and 
accomplishment; shadow and reality; copy and original – between the stage play of 
the tabernacle that pictured the forgiveness of sins and the sacrifice of Christ that 
accomplished it; between the planning of the decisive battle against the forces of sin, 
Satan, and death and the fighting of that battle on the Cross. Jesus accomplished that 
which the rituals of the Old Covenant could only anticipate. Consequently, He is the 
Mediator of a better covenant (v.15). 

 
 
 
 
 

B. The Necessity of Death (15-22) 
 

1. Rebellion Results in Death 
 

You see, here’s the problem: as human beings we have rebelled against God. 
God created us to honor and glorify Him and rule the earth as His 
representatives. When God created us, we had a relationship with Him; we 
lived in _____________ with Him, in a formal, intimate relationship. But we 
have all rebelled against Him and violated that covenant. So death and 
judgment are the consequences. It is appointed for men to die once, but after this 
judgment. 
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2. Covenants and Death 
 

But there is good news: God has no pleasure in the death of a sinner but that 
a sinner turn to Him and repent. Hence God has repeatedly acted to restore 
sinners to fellowship with Him. He has done this by means of ___________, 
formal bonds of love, with His people. But here’s the critical point: every 
time God has formed a covenant bond with His people, the absolute 
necessity of ___________ in order to establish that relationship has stood 
front and center. Every covenant has been established in the context of death, with the 
shedding of blood. 

 
These sacrifices served two functions: first, they pointed to the __________ 
and ____________ of God. God cannot and will not deviate from justice. In 
order for rebels to enter back into fellowship with Him, justice must be 
satisfied and justice demands death. And so God established animal sacrifice. 
The lives of sacrificial animals were shed in place of men, as ____________. 
Every time a covenant was made with God an animal had to die – and it died 
as a substitute, it died in place of the individual that God was entering into covenant with.  
 
Second, these sacrifices pointed to the consequences of violating the 
covenant. If the individual violated the relationship, he was asking that his 
own blood be shed; that he himself be judged; that his rebellion be charged 
no longer to the substitute but to himself. 

 
Why was Jesus’ death necessary? Because we are sinners and require a 
____________ in order to be restored to relationship with God, in order to 
enter into covenant with God, in order to satisfy justice. Biblically every 
covenant with God begins in death, begins with the death of a substitute.  
 

 
 
III. Application 
 

A. A Substitutionary Sacrifice 
 
 
 

 
B. Redemption Accomplished (cf. Is 53:4-6, 12) 

 
 
 
 
IV. Conclusion (cf. Mt 26:26-28) 


