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I. A Stage Play 
 
In Hebrews 8, Paul informed us that the Old Covenant is like a stage play scripted to depict 
an actual historical event: the tabernacle and Temple were the stages, the furniture the props, 
the priests the actors. Throughout the Judaic Age God used this stage play to prepare Israel 
for the coming of the Messiah, for the Messianic Age, the Age of Reformation. In His 
wisdom He was giving our fathers a preview of the great event that would transform human 
history – the death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
II. Deficiency of the Old Covenant 
 

A. Construction of the 
Tabernacle (1-5) 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Service of the 
Tabernacle (6-10 cf. 
Lev 16; Jer 7:21ff) 

 
 

The Day of Atonement was a solemn assembly held once a year in October. Its 
purpose was to purify the tabernacle and cleanse it from the sins of both priest and 
people. The high priest alone would enter the Most Holy Place – first he would bring 
incense into the Most Holy Place, then he would bring the blood of a _________ to 
cover the sin of the priests, and then the blood of a _________ to cover the sin of 
the people. The Day of Atonement reminded Israel that priest and people alike were 
sinful and corrupt. Their presence in the tabernacle routinely defiled it. Hence, the 
tabernacle had to be annually cleansed. 
 
 

Outline of Hebrews 
1:1-4      Introduction: Prophet, Priest, and King 
1:5-2:18      Jesus the Exalted King 
3:1-4:13      Jesus the Exalted Prophet 
4:14-10:18   Jesus the Exalted Priest 
10:19-13:19 The Necessity of Faith 
13:20-25      Conclusion: Benedictions & Blessings 
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What Paul tells us in v. 8 is that the Old Covenant was anticipatory – it anticipated 
the coming of Jesus, anticipated what Paul calls the “time of reformation” or “time of 
__________.” There would come a day when a New Covenant would be established 
and the problems inherent in the Old would be corrected. 
 

i. Limited Access to God (v. 8) –  
 

ii. Inability to Cleanse the Conscience (v. 9) – 
 
 
III. Shadow and Reality 
 

A. The Play’s not the Thing (Heb 9:11-15) 
 

Jesus entered into the Most Holy Place – not the stage, mind you, but into the very 
presence of God (v. 11) – and there presented His blood, once for all, and obtained 
eternal redemption (v.12). His blood cleanses our conscience and grants that we 
might enter into the very presence of God (v.14). And it is by virtue of his sacrifice 
that even our fathers in the old covenant obtained the promise of the eternal 
inheritance (v. 15).  
 
B. An Eternal Statute (Ex. 28:43; Lev 16:29, 31, 34) 

 
1. Termination of the Old Covenant (cf. Heb 8:9; Mt 21:43) 

 
 

2. New Covenant Fulfillment 
 

“Moral laws reflect the absolute righteousness and judgment of God, guiding man’s life 
into the paths of righteousness; such laws define holiness and sin, restrain evil through 
punishment of infractions, and drive the sinner to Christ for salvation. On the other 
hand, ceremonial laws – or redemptive provisions – reflect the mercy of God in saving 
those who have violated His moral standards; such laws define the way of redemption, 
typify Christ’s saving economy, and maintain the holiness (or ‘separation’) of the 
redeemed community.” Greg Bahnsen 

 
The moral laws reflect God’s unchanging moral character and continue to 
instruct us about righteousness and holiness to this day. The law of God is 
good and holy and wise. As Paul tells us, “The Scriptures are profitable for teaching, 
instruction, and training in righteousness that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped 
for every good work.” The ceremonial laws, on the other hand, anticipated the 
coming of Christ and find their fulfillment in Him. Now that He has come, 
their function has ceased. 

 


