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I. The Play’s the Thing (4:14-10:18) 
 
The relationship between the _______ and _______ Covenants parallels the relationship 
between an actual historical event and a stage play or film scripted to remember it. In the 
Old Covenant, the tabernacle and Temple were the stages, the furniture the props, the 
priests the actors. But what made their work unique is that they weren’t portraying 
something that had happened already but something that was going to happen. God in His 
wisdom was giving them a preview of the great event that would transform human history.  
 
II. The Main Point 
 

A. Summary (vv. 1-2) 
 

 4:14-5:10 – A Great & Compassionate High Priest [Presenting the Theme] 
 5:11-6:20 – The Necessity of Perseverance [Exhortation based on Theme] 
 7:1-28 – Called According to the Order of Melchizedek [Developing the Theme I] 
 8:1-10:18 – A New Covenant in the Heavenly Sanctuary [Developing the Theme II] 

 
 

B. Minister of the True Tabernacle (3-6) 
 

“[God] let [Moses] look through the flimsy curtain that separates God’s space and our space, so 
that Moses could see the true reality and be sure to have the earthly copy made the right way.” N.T. 
Wright 
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Outline of Hebrews 
1:1-4      Introduction: Prophet, Priest, and King 
1:5-2:18      Jesus the Exalted King 
3:1-4:13      Jesus the Exalted Prophet 
4:14-10:18   Jesus the Exalted Priest 
10:19-13:19 The Necessity of Faith 
13:20-25      Conclusion: Benedictions & Blessings 
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C. Mediator of a Better Covenant (7-13) 
 

1. Better Covenant 
 

First, as we’ve already seen, the New Covenant is __________ than the Old 
Covenant because Jesus accomplished that which the Levitical priests only 
play acted.  
 
 
 
2. Better Promises (8:8-12) 

 
Second, the New Covenant is ___________ than the Old Covenant because 
it is established on better promises. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
So what is the conclusion of this matter? Paul makes it explicit (v. 13) – In that [God] says, ‘A 
new covenant,’ He has made the first _________. The Old Covenant has come to an end. God is 
no longer dealing with His people on the basis of that covenant. The Temple system, the 
Levitical priesthood, the animal sacrifices – they are __________. We don’t need the stage 
play any longer – we have the reality. And what is obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away – 
God is, Paul warns his readers, in fulfillment of Jesus’ words of warning, going to destroy 
Jerusalem and the Temple system. So if you cling to it, you too will be destroyed.  
 
 
 
 
III. Conclusion 
 
We live in an age that is fascinated with ___________. Shadows aren’t all bad – but they are 
dangerous. They are dangerous when we get so enchanted with shadows that we neglect the 
reality to which they point.  
 
 
 
We live in an age of film and entertainment – an age when the doing of great deeds is often 
replaced by the reenactment of those deeds on screen. But Jesus did something; he 
accomplished our redemption. And our calling as members of the new covenant is to imitate 
Him. We are to be New Covenant people, people in love with the world that God has made 
not entranced by some dream world. 
 


