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I. Introduction – Those who rule 
 
 
II. Elders and Deacons (cf. Phil 1:1b; 1 Tm 3:1-13 cf. Ac 20:17,28) 
 
In the NT the two general offices entrusted with the responsibility to rule the church are 
__________ and ___________. While there were and are distinctions within these offices, 
these are the two basic offices. Therefore, when Paul urges his readers to submit to those 
who have the ________ over them, he is commanding them to submit to the elders/bishops 
and deacons in their congregation. They are to obey their local leaders in the fear of God. 
 
 
III. The Diaconate 
 

A. Foundation (Acts 4:34-35, 37; 6:1-6 cf. Num 3:1-13) 
 

 
Though the title “__________” (diakonos) is not found in Acts 6, the verbal form 
of the word is present (diakoneo). Consequently, most agree that this passage 
describes the foundation for the diaconate. Inspiration for the apostles’ action is 
found in the OT. Recall that in the Levitical priesthood there was a basic distinction 
between the ___________ and the ___________.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
B. Purpose 

 
1. Word and Deed (cf. 1 Pet 4:11) 

 
The appointment of the first deacons reflects the basic biblical distinction 
between ________ and ________. Some folks are more gifted in speaking and 
teaching and some in acting and serving. Both these labors – speaking the Word 
of God and ministering the mercies of God – are essential for the healthy 
functioning of the Church body. In the wisdom of God, he has appointed men 
to oversee and take responsibility for the “word” and “deed” of the body. 
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a. Caring for the Poor (cf. Ac 11:29f; Rom 15:25-27; Gal 2:10) 
 
 

What we see here, therefore, is that one of the chief responsibilities of 
the ____________ is overseeing the charitable ministry of the Church.  

 
 

b. Attending to the Practical Needs of the Congregation 
 

Alongside overseeing the charitable ministry of the Church, the 
___________ have also been tasked with oversight of church facilities.  

 
 

2. Equipping the Saints (Eph 4:11-16; cf. Ro 16:1-2; 1 Cor 16:15-16) 
 

Why has God appointed ministerial offices in the Church? To equip the _______ 
for the work of the ministry. Officers exist to equip the congregation to minister in 
the Name of Christ. Their job is to facilitate the more effective and faithful 
service of the entire body.  

 
 
 

C. Qualifications (cf. 1 Tim 3:8-13) 
 

• Reverent –  
• Not double tongued –  
• Not given to much wine –  
• Not greedy for money –  
• Holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience –  
• Let these first be tested –  
• Husband of one wife –  
• Ruling their children and houses well – 

 
 
 
 
C. Installation (Acts 6:5-6; cf. 1 Tim 4:14; 5:22; 2 Tim 1:6) 

 
 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 
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