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I. The Parable of the Sower (Lk 8:11-15) 
 
To ____________ is to renounce one’s religious faith; to abandon what one has professed.  
 
 
 
II. The Reality of Apostasy 
 

A. The Reality 
 
 
 
B. The Dilemma (cf. Jn 6:39; 10:27-30; Rom 8:29-30) 

 
The reason that this causes a dilemma is that Scripture clearly promises that none of 
those who believe in Christ will perish. God promises to preserve His people, to 
grant them grace that they might persevere in love and service of Him throughout 
the course of their lives. So how do we reconcile this teaching with Paul’s warnings 
in Hebrews about apostasy?  
 
 
C. The Resolution 

 
1. Corporate and Individual Election (cf. Jn 15:1ff; Rom 2:28f; 9:6ff) 

 
____________ is the biblical doctrine that some folks are chosen by God as His 
people. The term “elect” or “chosen” is used throughout Scripture to describe 
God’s gracious action in calling a people to be His own people. 
 
Scripture distinguishes between two types of election: ___________ and 
___________. Sometimes Scripture speaks of election when identifying a people 
group and sometimes when identifying individuals. There is a distinction to be 
drawn within the corporately elect body between those who are merely 
corporately elect and those who are also individually elect. While all the 
individually elect are corporately elect – part of the elect body – not all the 
corporately elect are individually elect. It is possible to be part of the elect body 
and not be individually elect.  
 

 

Outline of Hebrews 
1:1-4      Introduction: Prophet, Priest, and King 
1:5-2:18      Jesus the Exalted King 
3:1-4:13      Jesus the Exalted Prophet 
4:14-10:18   Jesus the Exalted Priest 
10:19-13:19 The Necessity of Faith 
13:20-25      Conclusion: Benedictions & Blessings 
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2. Preservation and Perseverance of the Saints (cf. Heb 13:20-21) 
 

It is helpful to wed this distinction between corporate and individual election to 
the distinction between the Preservation and Perseverance of the saints. We have 
seen that God promises to preserve all his saints, to bring them to glory and raise 
them up on the last day. But here is what we must grasp: biblically, the way that 
God’s preservation manifests itself is in the perseverance of His people. The 
Preservation of the saints is _________________ the Perseverance of the saints. 
Because God preserves the individually elect, they will necessarily persevere. 
Perseverance, therefore, is an absolute ______________; it is not optional.  
 

 
 
III. The Seriousness of Apostasy 
 
Paul characterizes apostasy as ____________: it is impossible to renew them again to repentance. So 
seriously does God take the honor of His Name and the sacrifice of His Son, that He leaves 
those who apostatize in their sin and rebellion. God makes no promise to rescue and deliver 
them from judgment. 
 
 

A. Rejection of Immense Blessing (Is 5:3-7; Jer 2:1-13) 
 
 
 
 

B. Repudiating Christ as the only sacrifice for sin (Heb 10:26ff) 
 
 
 

 
 

IV. The Consequence of Apostasy 
 
Because apostasy is a grievous sin, its consequence is ______________.  
 
 
 
 
 
V. Conclusion 
 
 


