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I. The Folly of Antinomianism (cf. 6:9; 12:14) 
 
Unfortunately, the insistence that Christianity is Good ____________ not merely Good 
_____________ has been routinely distorted to justify all kinds of misbehavior. Many hear 
of God’s free grace of forgiveness in Christ and conclude, “Since God forgives me through 
Christ for my sin, it doesn’t matter whether I obey or not – he will forgive me.” “Let sin 
abound that grace may abound all the more!” This idea is known as _______________ – 
God’s law is not necessary to direct human conduct. 
 
 
II. The Necessity of Maturity 

 
A. Repeated Warnings (Heb 2:1-4; 3:12ff) 

 
This exhortation begins and ends with the key word “_____________” (5:11 cf. 
6:12). Paul is concerned that both in their appropriation of the faith and in their 
practice of the faith they have become dull. “…the word expresses a twofold deficiency which 
is no part of the Christian life: a lack of receptivity for Christian [teaching], and a stale, exhausted 
spirit instead of the glowing joy of hope” (TDNT). They are failing to listen attentively and 
are in danger of failing to believe attentively, failing to persevere with settled intent. 

 
 

B. Listen Carefully (Prov 2:10-16; 19:20) 
 

 
As we consider Paul’s admonition, he is concerned that their heart attitude and 
disposition to Christ’s Word has undergone a radical shift so that no matter what he 
says they are not likely to hear him. It’s not that the topic is particularly hard to 
explain but that they are unlikely to listen to his explanation.  

 
C. Infantile Behavior (1 Cor 14:20) 

 
 

Notice the contrast Paul paints between where they are and where they should be: 
• _________ in hearing (11)  vs. _________ and diligent (6:11) 
• _________ basic instruction (12) vs. ___________ instruction (12) 
• Partaking only of ________ (12,13) vs. Eating ________ food (12,14) 
• Spiritual ____________ (13)  vs. _____________ believers (14) 
• _______________ in word (13) vs. Able to discern good & evil 

Outline of Hebrews 
1:1-4      Introduction: Prophet, Priest, and King 
1:5-2:18      Jesus the Exalted King 
3:1-4:13      Jesus the Exalted Prophet 
4:14-10:18   Jesus the Exalted Priest 
10:19-13:19 The Necessity of Faith 
13:20-25      Conclusion: Benedictions & Blessings 
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III. Means of Maturity 
 

A. Desiring the Word (Prov 2:1-5; 4:23; Mk 4:18-19) 
 

Immaturity starts in the ____________. Immaturity is primarily an attitude. It 
manifests itself in actions but it starts in the ___________. This is why Solomon 
admonishes his son, Watch over your heart with all diligence for from it flow the issues of life. 
So too with maturity. The path to maturity begins with treasuring wisdom, desiring 
to grow, longing for the Word of God. It starts in the _____________.  
 
 
 
 
B. Feasting on the Word 

 
 
The operative question for us as followers of Christ is not, “How ___________ can I 
learn and still be ok?” but rather, “Given my time and resources, how __________ can I learn 
about Christ and the Gospel?” The more time God gives us, the more he expects us to 
use this time to grow in wisdom, to grow as disciples.  

 
So notice some of the doctrines or teachings that Paul himself identifies as 
elementary principles of the faith – the ABCs of Christian teaching, Apostles’ Creed 
type items. There are three couplets (6:1-3): 

• repentance from works that lead to death and faith in God:  
 

• instruction about baptisms and laying on of hands:  
 

• the resurrection of the dead and of eternal judgment:  
 
 
 

C. Practicing the Word 
 

Notice, finally, that Paul equates learning the Word with practicing the Word. It is 
not enough to learn what the Word says; we must learn it so that we can practice it 
and implement it in our lives. In Scripture, ______________ (gnosis) and 
_______________ (praxis) always go together. Paul does not believe in acquiring 
knowledge simply for the sake of having knowledge. Knowledge is to lead us to 
wisdom.  

 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 


