
Our Called & Compassionate High Priest 
Hebrews 5:1-10 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. A wondrous sign (Zech 3) 
 
Zechariah was a prophet in Israel during a very challenging time. Our fathers had just 
returned to Jerusalem after their exile in Babylon. They were in the midst of rebuilding the 
Temple and attempting to restore the worship of God in the city. But this was not an easy 
task – at times it was downright discouraging and the priests in Israel, including the high 
priest ___________, felt unequal to the task and wondered if their labor could possibly be 
pleasing to God. 
 
Through Zechariah, God assured ____________ and his fellow priests that their work was 
valuable and acceptable to God. These priests stood for a ___________, a pointer to or type 
of a reality far surpassing themselves. They pointed to the Messianic Servant who would 
come and deal definitively with the sin of God’s people.  
 
 
II. Jesus the Exalted Priest – Presenting the Theme 
 

A. Jewish High Priests (5:1-4) 
 

1. Are appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices (Lev 1-7) 
 

 
2. Have compassion on the ignorant and straying (Ex 28:12, 29-30) 

 
 
3. Are called by God (cf. Ex 28:1; Lev 8; Num 3:10) 

 
 

B. Jesus as High Priest (5:5-10) 
 

1. Was called by God (Ps 2:7; 110:4 cf. Zech 6:11-13) 
 

 
Notice in Psalm 110 that the same one who is King (1-3) is also Priest (4). If we 
accept that Jesus is the Son of God, the King, we must also confess that Jesus is 
God’s ___________. 
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2. Has compassion on the ignorant and straying (2:16ff; 4:15 cf. Mk 
14:32ff) 

 
Paul is reminding them that Jesus identifies with them in their struggles. He too 
faced the fear of death; he too cried out to God with prayers and supplications, 
asking God to deliver him. This was true of the whole course of Jesus’ life but 
especially true of the Garden of Gethsemane. He knows what it is to be 
frightened, overwhelmed, and intimidated. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. Has become the author of eternal salvation 

 
But not only was Jesus called by God, not only is he able to have compassion 
upon us, he is also completely able to bring us into the presence of God Himself. 
He is the perfect ___________ – the author of eternal salvation.  

 
 
 
 
III. Application 
 

A. Gospel, Gospel, Gospel 
 

 
 
 
B. He learned obedience by the things which he suffered 

 
‘To learn obedience’, then, meant coming to appreciate fully what conforming to God’s will involved. 
But this is not to suggest that Jesus had previously been disobedient, and now needed to grasp what it 
meant to obey the will of God. Rather, authentic obedience is practiced in particular, concrete 
circumstances. So, as Jesus encountered fresh situations – and the focus of the text is on his suffering 
– his faithfulness to God was challenged, and his unfailing obedience to the Father’s will was tested 
again and again. That testing occurred throughout his suffering, which culminated in his death. 
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IV. Conclusion 


