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Beware Drifting Away 
Hebrews 2:1-4 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Introduction 
 
 
 
II. The Warning 
 

A. What is the warning? 
 
 
B. Whom is Paul warning? 

 
 

C. Why is Paul speaking this way? 
 

1. The Lord knows who are His (Jn 10:27-28; Phil 1:6; Heb 13:20f) 
 

Paul is not speaking this way because he thinks the personally _________ can fall 
away. Paul knows God’s promises and that God promises to rescue all those 
who are His. Paul is confident of God’s work in His people and knows that God 
has promised to preserve His own and will do so. The _________ will not finally 
fall away. 
 
 
 
2. Not all Israel is Israel 

 
Nevertheless, Paul also knows that the people of God, the church, the ________ 
body, is not a “pure” society. Not all Israel is Israel, not all the (corporately) elect 
are the (individually) elect, not all the body of Christ are the body of Christ, not 
all the baptized are baptized. In other words, the number of those in _________ 
with God is not identical with the number of the personally _________. Not 
every professing Christian has a heart that has been transformed by the Spirit of 
God. Sometimes there are professors in the church who are genuinely united to 
Christ by baptism and participation in the Supper but who have not been 
regenerated. The language that Paul uses here is covenantal language: he is 
delivering a covenantal warning for God’s covenant people. As Doug Wilson remarks, 
“nothing can be plainer than that there are professing Christians (who have some sort of genuine 
covenantal attachment to Christ) who can and will be removed from him because of unbelief.”  
 

Outline of Hebrews 
1:1-4      Introduction: Prophet, Priest, and King 
1:5-2:18      Jesus the Exalted King 
3:1-4:13      Jesus the Exalted Prophet 
4:14-10:18   Jesus the Exalted Priest 
10:19-13:19 The Necessity of Faith 
13:20-25      Conclusion: Benedictions & Blessings 
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3. Therefore, we must beware 
 
 
 

One of the things that marks, identifies, highlights the personally elect in the 
course of history is the gift of ___________. Those who endure to the end will 
be saved. Endurance is not that which ________ but one who is _________ will 
endure. So if we turn away from Christ, if we drift away from Him, treat Him 
with indifference, then we can have no confidence that we are right with God.  

 
4. For judgment is a certain reality 

 
 
 
 
 
III. Drifting Away (cf. 4:14-16) 
 
“If you examined a hundred people who had lost their faith in Christianity, I wonder how many of them 
would turn out to have been reasoned out of it by honest argument? Do not most people simply drift away?” 
C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 
 

• Doubt –  
 
 
 

• Sin –  
 
 
 

• Friends & Media –  
 
 
 

• Inattentiveness to the Means of Grace –  
 
 
 

• Avoiding Christian company – 
 
 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 


