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In These Last Days 
Hebrews 1:1-4 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. The Terminal Generation? 
 
 
II. Why it can seem that we’re living in the last days 
 

A. Psychological Factors 
 
 

B. Biblical Factors (cf. 2 Tim 3:1-5) 
 

 
 
III. Why we’re not living in the last days 
 

A. In these last days (cf. 1 Tim 4:1-3; Jude 16-19; 1 Jn 2:18) 
 

We must beware the fallacy of association. Simply because we are witnessing many 
“last days” features in our broader society does not necessarily mean that we are 
living in the “last days” mentioned in the NT. Similarity does not necessitate identity. 
It is indeed true that all zebras have four legs; however, it doesn’t follow that my pet 
with four legs is a zebra. There may be some other explanation for the moral 
degradation we are witnessing. And when we study the phrase “last days” in its NT 
context, we will discover that the phrase does not refer to us or to our time period. 
 

 
 
 B. In these last days (of….) 

 
Many readers read the words “the last days” and automatically assume that these 
words refer to the end of the world and the final judgment. But even in our day, we 
don’t always use “the last days” in this end of the world sense. We speak, for 
instance, of “the last days” of the Third Reich or “the last days” of the Roman Empire. So 
when the NT uses the phrase “the last days”, of what are those days the last? They are 
“the last days” NOT of the end of the world BUT of the end of the Jewish Kingdom and the 
inauguration of the Kingdom of Christ. The last days were the close of the old covenant, 
the period of time that stretched from Christ’s incarnation to the destruction of 
Jerusalem. The last days were the last days of the Jewish era. 
 
 

Outline of Hebrews 
1:1-4      Introduction: Prophet, Priest, and King 
1:5-2:18      Jesus the Exalted King 
3:1-4:13      Jesus the Exalted Prophet 
4:14-10:18   Jesus the Exalted Priest 
10:19-13:19 The Necessity of Faith 
13:20-25      Conclusion: Benedictions & Blessings 
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As David Chilton explains, “the period spoken of in the Bible as ‘the last days’ (or ‘last times’ 
or ‘last hour’) is the period between Christ’s birth and the destruction of Jerusalem. The 
early church was living at the end of the old age and the beginning of the new. This whole period 
must be considered as the time of Christ’s First Advent. In both the Old and New Testament, the 
promised destruction of Jerusalem is considered to be an aspect of the work of Christ, intimately 
connected to His work of redemption. His life, death, resurrection, ascension, outpouring of the 
Spirit, and judgment on Jerusalem are all parts of His one work of bringing in His Kingdom and 
creating His new Temple.” (Paradise Restored, p. 115) 

 
 
 
IV. Why Paul references the last days in Hebrews… 
 
 

• Heb 8:13 –  
 

 
 

• Heb 9:26 – 
 
 
 

• Heb 12:25-29 – 
 
 
 
 
V. What this means for us today… 

 
A. We are not living in the “last days” 

 
 
 
 

B. We may be living in the “last days” (cf. Rom 1:18ff) 
 

 
 
 
 

VI. Conclusion (Heb 2:1-4) 


