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Our Incomparable Christ 
Hebrews 1:1-4 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Missing Mark 
 
 
II. Who is He? 
 
Paul’s introduction enables us to identify the Son – who is He? It enables us to answer the 
question distinct from His earthly ministry – that is, Who is the Son in His Person? – and to 
answer the question as a result of his earthly ministry – Who is He as a result of His work, 
His crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension to the right hand of God? In answer to the first 
question, Paul’s descriptions inform us, in no uncertain terms, that the Son is God Himself, 
the Son is divine – He is the Only Begotten of the Father; He is no mere man. In answer to 
the second, we learn that he is also the Son of God in another sense – He is the Messiah, the 
long awaited Prophet, Priest, and King. 
 

A. His Identity Distinct from His Earthly Ministry (Col 1:15-18) 
 

1. The Maker (Jn 1:1-3, 10) 
 

According to Paul, Christ is the Creator, the Maker of all things. The Son of God 
who became flesh and dwelt among us, the One through whom God spoke in 
these last days, is the one through whom God made the worlds. He is the Creator of all. 
 
 
2. The Glory of God Himself (Jn 1:14, 18) 

 
• Who being the brightness of His glory… 

 
 

• And the express image of his person… 
 
 

3. The Upholder 
 

Finally, in speaking of the person of the Son independent of his incarnation, of 
his work on earth, Paul declares that He is “upholding all things by the power of His 
power.” In other words, Jesus is the Upholder, the Preserver, the Sustainer of all 
things. He holds all things together. All things exist and breathe and move 
because He speaks them into existence and governs them moment by moment. 
They do not exist independently of Him but are dependent on Him.  
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B. His Identity as a Consequence of His Earthly Ministry 
 

The wonder of Christianity is not just that the Creator and Sustainer of the world 
exists but that he took on human flesh and dwelt among us and achieved something 
as a man on our behalf. As a result of his earthly ministry, the only-begotten Son of 
God gained a new identity – the Son of God, the Messiah. After Jesus was crucified, 
rose from the dead, and then ascended into heaven, he took his seat as the Son of 
God with power – the enthroned Messiah, the Prophet, Priest, and King of Israel. 
 

1. Prophet 
 

First, the Son of God is our Prophet. In these last days, Paul declares to us, God has 
spoken to us by His Son. The Son of God is the final spokesman of God, fully 
equipped to represent God since He is the brightness of His glory and the 
express image of His person. He can accurately reveal God to us because He is 
Himself God, God incarnate, man divine. 
 

 
2. King 

 
But not only is the Son our Prophet, he is also our King, appointed to rule and 
reign. He not only speaks the Word of God; He enforces the Word of God. God 
has committed all judgment to the Son.  
 

• Whom he has appointed heir of all things – cf. Ps 2:8-9 
 
 

• Sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high – cf. Ps 110:1 
 
 

3. Priest 
 

Finally, as a result of His work, He is our great Priest. When he had made purification 
for our sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high. Jesus gave His life a 
sacrifice for us to cover our sins, to cleanse us and provide for us full and 
complete forgiveness. The fullness of this forgiveness is pictured with the 
language of “sitting.” He finished his labor and so sat down at God’s right hand.  

 
“Thus the greatness of the Son of God receives sevenfold confirmation, and it appears, without being expressly 
emphasized, that He possesses in Himself all the qualifications to be the mediator between God and men. He 
is the Prophet through whom God has spoken His final word to men; He is the Priest who has accomplished 
a perfect work of cleansing for His people’s sins; He is the King who sits enthroned in the place of chief honor 
alongside the Majesty on high.” F.F. Bruce 
 
III. Conclusion (Heb 2:1-4) 


