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God Spoke to the Fathers 
Hebrews 1:1-2 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Learning to Read (2 Cor 3:14-16) 
 

A. Shocking Revelations 
 
 

B. Detective Novels 
 
 
 

After Jesus lived, died, and rose again, suddenly the meaning of the OT burst upon 
the consciousness of the apostles and disciples. That’s what that meant! Oh that’s what 
God was doing! And the more they studied the OT, the more they examined its themes 
and teachings and precepts, the more central they realized Jesus had been to the 
thing from the very beginning. And so they couldn’t help but read the OT differently 
than they had before. Jesus’ incarnation altered the shape of the story. 
 
 

 
II. An Orientation to the Old Testament 
 

A. The OT is the very Word of God (1:1 cf. 4:12) 
 
 
 
 

“We are often impatient…with [books]. A writer lingers, and we want to grab him by the throat 
and say, “Get to the point, man!” Evangelicals would reverently refrain from throttling an apostle, 
but the demand for practical Bible teaching often has this threatening subtext. “Don’t give me all 
these names, lists, genealogies, stories. Tell me what to do. Tell me about Jesus.” 
 God in his infinite wisdom decided to give us a book, a very long book, and not a portrait 
or an aphorism [a short saying embodying a general truth]. God reveals himself in his image, 
Jesus, but we come to know that image by reading, and that takes time. God wants to transform us 
into the image of his image, and one of the key ways he does that is by leading us through the text. If 
we short-circuit that process by getting to the practical application, we are not going to be transformed 
the ways God wants us to be transformed. “Get to the point” will not do because part of the point is 
to lead us through the labyrinth of the text itself. There is a treasure at the center of the labyrinth, 
but with texts, the journey really is as important as the destination. “Get to the point, man” is the 
slogan of the liberal theologian; it is a demand for the kernel without the annoying distraction of the 
husky twists and turns of the text itself.” (Leithart, Deep Exegesis, 55) 

 

Outline of Hebrews 
1:1-4      Introduction: Prophet, Priest, and King 
1:5-2:18      Jesus the Exalted King 
3:1-4:13      Jesus the Exalted Prophet 
4:14-10:18   Jesus the Exalted Priest 
10:19-13:19 The Necessity of Faith 
13:20-25      Conclusion: Benedictions & Blessings 
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B. The OT finds its fulfillment in Christ 
 

• Direct Statements (4:12) 
 

The earliest Jewish Christians believed that Jesus was the Messiah of prophecy, the goal 
and fulfillment of the OT promise… They began to read the whole OT in a new light – in 
the light of its fulfillment in Jesus Christ and His own Israel. For the early Christians, 
Christ and His Church became the full historical context of the OT! Through the Spirit of 
God the apostles’ eyes were opened to the dimly understood meanings of the sanctuary ritual 
and redemptive acts of Israel’s history. The NT writers, under divine inspiration, disclosed 
surprising correspondences between God’s redemptive acts in the OT and the salvation they 
had beheld in Jesus Christ. The study of such historical correspondences is called Christian 
typology.” (LaRondelle, The Israel of God in Prophecy, p. 36) 

 
 
 

• Christian Typology (1:5b; 2:13b; 3:1ff; 4:14; 7:1; 8:3, 7ff; 10:1) 
 

Christian ___________ is the study of the way in which the various themes 
and revelations of the OT reach their culmination in Christ. Hebrews teaches 
us that it is not sufficient to read the OT and understand it in light of its own 
historical context, to understand it “literally” as it were. That historical 
context is important – but the full meaning of the text only unfolds in light 
of the coming of Christ – and once he comes it is impossible to read the 
story the same again. In the same way that unfolding “who ‘dun it” in a 
detective novel transforms the narrative, Christ’s incarnation reshapes the 
contours of the OT. Given a “literal” interpretation Noah’s flood does not 
point us to ___________ – but given the nature of Christ’s work and the 
wonder of His redemption, __________ is precisely what it pointed toward.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

C. Therefore, the OT is a record of our fathers (3:16ff; 6:13ff; 11:1ff) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
III. Conclusion 


