
 1 

The Abominations of the Nations 
Leviticus 18 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. A Bunch of Chickens 
 
 
II. Sex and the Kingdom (Leviticus 18) 
 

A. By what standard? (vv. 1-5) 
 

 
What our text reveals, therefore, is that the critical issue regarding the practice of 
homosexuality – and sexuality in general – is not the sexual act per se. Rather the critical 
issue is one of authority, of idolatry: Who gets to say what is right, what is good, what is 
acceptable in the arena of sexuality? By what standard do we define what is acceptable and 
permissive behavior? Israel faced this question no less than we do. For the Egyptians and the 
Canaanites – as well as many other nations surrounding them – the sexual practices 
forbidden here were deemed  
 
 
 
 
B. The abominations of the nations (vv. 6-23) 

 
1. Incestuous Boundaries 

 
First, note that God places clear limits on incestuous relations. Sexual contact 
between parents and children, between siblings, between aunts and uncles, whether 
related by blood or by marriage is strictly forbidden.  

 
 
2. Sexual Boundaries (1 Tim 1:8-11) 

 
Other types of sexual activity are also bounded by God. 

• Sexual activity during menstruation (v.19); 
• Adultery (v.20); 
• Sacrificing children to escape the consequences of sexual licentiousness 

(v.21) – i.e., abortion industry; 
• Homosexuality (v.22); 
• Bestiality (v.23). 
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C. Divine retribution and natural law consequences (vv. 24-29; cf. 
Gen 19:1-29; Rom 1:26-27; 2 Pet 2:4-11) 

 
God’s admonition to obey His law in this area continues in vv. 24-29 and He adds 
motivation: these abominations will bring judgment upon the society practicing them. The 
principles that God is announcing here are eternal. The law is good and its restrictions on 
such abominations are in harmony with the Gospel of Christ (1 Tim 1:8-11) – the good 
news that God has raised up Jesus to rule and reign over all the nations of the earth and to 
spread the light of life, the love of purity, the satisfaction of holy sexuality – Song of Songs 
type sexuality – over all the earth. Gone would be the perversities of the nations – he brings 
sexual glory in the wake of His rule. 
 
 
 
D. Closing exhortation (v. 30) 

 
 
III. I am Yahweh your God 
 

A. The Image of God (Gen 1:26-27) 
 

God is both One and Three – three Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and One God. 
Father, Son, and Spirit are both same and different simultaneously and this dynamism in the 
Godhead is imaged in mankind. Man as male and female are made in the image of God – 
not man as male or man as female but man as male and female. Douglas Wilson explains the 
significance of this for the homosexual issue: 

Sin resents what God is like and tries to suppress what He has done in this creational glory. 
Extreme cases of this resentment are seen in homosexuality [and…] bestiality… Homosexuality is 
resentment of the other, insistence upon sameness. Bestiality is a rejection of sameness, and insistence 
upon complete otherness. There is no way to marry same and other except in the creation account of 
Genesis. Woman is the same for she was taken from man. Woman is different for she was taken 
from man. Man and woman may come together for they are the same. Man and woman may come 
together for they are not the same. Our God confounds the wisdom of the wise. Sexual security is 
not threatened by otherness, for we are the same. It is not threatened by sameness, for we are other. 
A man and woman may come together in harmony for they both know that the other is not 
threatened either. The way God made the world is simply to be accepted and enjoyed. 

 
 
 

 
B. The Lamb’s Wife (1 Cor 6:9-11) 

 
 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 


