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The Messiah and His Bride 
Psalm 45 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Images of the Church 
 
 
 
II. The Church as the Bride 
 

A. The Universal Church (Eph 5:22-33; Rev 21:9-14) 
 

Notice the interplay between human marriage and the relationship between Christ and the 
Church: the two relationships mirror and augment one another. The standard for husbands 
and wives is the relationship between Christ and the Church; and the purpose of marriage is 
to point to that relationship. Christ and the Church instruct the marriage and the marriage 
images Christ and the Church. 
 
 
 
B. The Local Church (2 Cor 11:2) 

 
 

Our congregation has been betrothed to Christ and our calling is to be pure and chaste that 
when Christ returns in glory we will be found holy and without spot or wrinkle. We are to 
beware lest we be seduced by other lovers; lest like Israel of old we be tempted to commit 
adultery. So James exhorts his readers, “Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship 
with the world is enmity with God. Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an 
enemy of God. Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, ‘The Spirit who dwells in us yearns 
jealously’?” (4:4-5) The Spirit of God is jealous for our affection – even as Paul was jealous for 
the Corinthians, longing to present them before Christ as a chaste virgin, so the Spirit is 
jealous for us, longing to present every congregation as a chaste virgin to Christ. For every 
congregation is a Temple of God where God Himself dwells.  

 
 
III. I am Your Husband 
 

A. Israel as Bride (Ez 16:8-14) 
 
 
 

B. Israel as Adulteress (Ez 16:31-34; Hosea) 
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IV. A Song of Love (Ps 45) 
 
The freedom with which both the OT and the NT use marital imagery to describe the relationship 
between God and His people reveals that the love poetry of the OT – for example, the Song of 
Songs, a Song which sings of the righteousness and beauty of wedded love – pictures the love of 
Christ for His bride. Yes the Song of Songs speaks of the glory of wedded love; but precisely because 
a design feature of marriage is to point to the relationship between Christ and His Church, it also 
speaks of Christ and His Church, instructs us about the wonder and dynamism of that relationship.  
 

A. The King in all His Glory 
 

The psalm as a whole is primarily about the King. The singers behold the glory of the King 
and his glory moves them to sing and to compose this song – celebrating His glory, His 
strength, His character, and His righteousness. It is the excellence of the King that moves 
the psalmist to call the Queen to honor and follow him. It is also the excellence of the King 
that moves the psalmist to compose the psalm with skill – this is no thoughtless ditty but a 
psalm composed through the inspiration of the Spirit and with great skill. 

 
1. Glorious and Gracious (vv. 1-2) 
 
2. Righteous in Battle (vv. 3-5 cf. Rev 19:11ff) 
 
3. Righteous in Rule (vv. 6-7a) 
 
4. Glorious and Glad (vv. 7b-9) 

 
 

B. The Queen at His Side 
 

1. Position of the Queen (v. 9 cf. Eph 1:22-23) 
 
Note that part of the King’s glory is the Queen who stands by His side, clothed in 
the finest gold, reflecting the beauty and glory and righteousness of the King. So 
who is this Queen? The Queen is the Church, the bride of Christ. The image here 
reflects Paul’s words in Ephesians – And [God the Father] put all things under [Jesus’] feet, 
and gave Him to be head over all things for the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who 
fills all in all. The Church is the fullness of Christ – the fullness of the One who fills 
all things. The Church reflects back to Christ the glory of His person. The Church is 
the Queen who stands beside the King and reveals how truly glorious He is. 

 
2. Duties of the Queen (vv. 10-11) 

 
 

3. Promises to the Queen (vv. 12-16) 
 


