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O ‘Twas a Joyful Sound 
Psalm 122 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Family Tradition 
 
 
II. Corporate Worship Decentralized (Jn 4:21; Heb 8:1-5; 9:11-14, 23-

10:4, 11-14, 19-25; 13:10) 
 
Jesus declares in John 4 that prior to His coming Jerusalem was the center of God’s work on earth. 
God selected earthly Jerusalem as His sanctuary, as the place on earth where His people would gather 
to worship Him. But though salvation originated from the Jews, the time has now arrived when that 
salvation shall be spread throughout all the earth and the realities which were only dimly pictured by 
earthly Jerusalem shall reach their fulfillment in the Messianic kingdom, in the present time when 
Jesus rules and reigns from the right hand of God. So folks will no longer be required to worship in 
earthly Jerusalem. Earthly Jerusalem is no longer the center of God’s work. 
 
 
Why was Jerusalem central? Because the Temple was there. And why was the Temple constructed 
and the sacrificial system introduced? This is the question that Paul answers at length in his letter to 
the Hebrews. His answer? The tabernacle and its sacrifices were a scale model pointing to the work 
that Jesus would do in the true tabernacle of God. Paul insists that the tabernacle was a scale model 
of heaven itself. While the priests worked in the scale model, offering animal sacrifices as a picture of 
the work that Christ would one day perform, Christ Himself entered into the true tabernacle, into 
Heaven itself, and offered Himself a sacrifice to cleanse the heavenlies. 
 
 
Why is earthly Jerusalem no longer the center of God’s work? For the same reason that when the 
actual building is constructed the scale model loses its importance. The reality has arrived! We don’t 
need the scale model any longer! So now that the scale model has lost its centrality, we don’t have to 
go to earthly Jerusalem to enter into the presence of God! Where do we go? We gather in the Name 
of Christ; we worship God the Father in Christ by the power of the Spirit and in this way we enter 
into the Holy of Holies, we enter into the very presence of God.  
 
 
 
 
III. Appearing in Jerusalem 
 

A. O, ‘twas a joyful sound to hear, our tribes devoutly say: Up Israel! To the 
temple haste, and keep your festal day. 
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B. At Salem’s courts we must appear, with our assembled powers, in strong and 
beauteous order ranged; like her united towers. (cf. 1 Cor 12:15-21) 

 
When we sing this psalm, we’re summoning all God’s people to worship. We don’t want any 
of you missing – after all, what would it be like if one day the north tower of the city were 
suddenly missing? “O no big deal we’ve still got the rest of the wall here.” Is that what we’d 
say? Absolutely not! How effective is a wall that has an entire section missing? The enemy 
would just march right through the opening. 
 
 
C. O pray we then for Salem’s peace; for they shall prosperous be, thou holy city 

of our God, who bear true love to thee. 
 

Those who labor for the peace and unity of the Church, who love her and consider her 
welfare and good as more important than their own rights and privileges will be blessed by 
God. It’s not those who simply countenance the church or who have some minor affection 
for the church or who endure the church but those who bear true love to her that will be 
blessed. So the psalmist summons us – be invested in one another and in the church. For it 
is when we do this, when our priorities match God’s priorities, when we’re living, dying and 
sacrificing for one another, when we’re loving and cherishing one another, when we’re 
showing hospitality to one another, that God truly blesses us, filling us with His Spirit, giving 
us joy in the midst of sorrow, comfort in the midst of trouble. 

 
 

D. May peace within thy sacred walls a constant guest be found, with plenty and 
prosperity thy palaces be crowned. (cf. Eph 4:1-3) 

 
 

 
E. For my dear brethren’s sake, and friends no less than brethren dear, I’ll pray- 

May peace in Salem’s towers a constant guest appear. 
 
“Thus the very hour of disillusionment with my brother becomes incomparably salutary, because it so 
thoroughly teaches me that neither of us can ever live by our own words and deeds, but only by that one Word 
and Deed which really binds us together – the forgiveness of sins in Jesus Christ. When the morning mists of 
dreams vanish, then dawns the bright day of Christian fellowship.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together 

 
 

 
F. But most of all I’ll seek thy good, and ever wish thee well, for Sion and the 

temple’s sake, where God vouchsafes to dwell. 
 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 


