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The Local or Regional Church 
Matthew 18:15-20 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Straying away from the church 
 
 
II. Extra Ecclesiam Nulla Salus 
 
• “He cannot have God as his Father who does not have the church as his ____________.” Cyprian (3rd cent.) 
 
• “Therefore he who would find Christ must first find the Church. How should we know where Christ and his faith were, if we 

did not know where his believers are? And he who would know anything of Christ must not trust himself nor build a bridge 
to heaven by his own reason; but he must go to the Church, attend and ask her. Now the Church is not wood and stone, but 
the company of believing people; one must hold to them, and see how they believe, live and teach; they surely have Christ in 
their midst. For outside of the ____________ there is no truth, no Christ, no salvation.”  

 
• “…let us learn even from the simple title ‘_______’ how useful, indeed how necessary, it is that we should know [the visible 

church]. For there is no other way to enter into life unless this _______ conceive us in her womb, give us birth, nourish us at 
her breast, and lastly, unless she keep us under her care and guidance until, putting off mortal flesh, we become like the angels. 
Our weakness does not allow us to be dismissed from her school until we have been pupils all our lives. Furthermore, away 
from her bosom one cannot hope for any forgiveness of sins or any salvation…it is always disastrous to leave the church.” 

 
• Minis t e r : Why do you subjoin the forgiveness of sins to the Church? 

Child: Because no one obtains it, unless he has previously been united with the people of God, cultivates this unity with the 
body of Christ up to the end, and thus testifies that he is a true member of the Church. 
Minis t e r : You conclude from this that outside the Church there is no salvation but only damnation and ruin? 
Child: Certainly. Those who disrupt from the body of Christ and split its unity into schisms, are quite excluded from the hope 
of salvation, so long as they remain in dissidence of this kind. 

 
• “The visible church… is the … the house and family of God, out of which there is no ordinary possibility of salvation.” 

 
 
III. The Local or Regional Church 
 

A. Is an actual visible organization to which we can report; (cf. 1 Cor 
6:1ff; Heb 13:7, 17; 1 Pet 5:1-11) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Has borders; 
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C. Contains a mixture of true and false believers; 
 

 
 
 
Excursus: The “Visible” and “Invisible” Church 
 
The _______________ church is the company of those who profess faith in Christ 
via baptism and contains a mixture of believer and unbeliever. The 
______________ church is the company of the elect, those who have been truly 
saved. It is the ______________ church, the church of mixed company, that Jesus 
vests with his authority.  
 
Therefore, we mustn’t demand of the visible church that which Christ does not 
promise of it. Jesus’ words assume that the visible church will contain in its midst a 
mixture of true and false believers. It is not a perfect society.  

In bearing with the imperfections of life we ought to be far more considerate. For here the descent is very 
slippery and Satan ambushes us with no ordinary devices. For there have always been those who, imbued with 
a false conviction of their own perfect sanctity, as if they had already become a sort of airy spirits, spurned 
association with all men in whom they discern any remnant of human nature…For where the Lord requires 
kindness, they neglect it and give themselves over completely to immoderate severity. Indeed, because they think 
no church exists where there are not perfect purity and integrity of life, they depart out of hatred of wickedness 
from the lawful church, while they fancy themselves turning aside from the faction of the wicked….But it is 
one thing to flee the boon companionship of the wicked; another, in hating them, to renounce the communion 
of the church. 

 
 
D. Exercises Christ’s authority on earth. 

 
 
 
 
IV. The Universal and the Local Church 
 
“The relationship between our membership in the universal church and our membership in the local church is a lot 
like the relationship between the righteousness God gives us through faith and the actual practice of righteousness in 
our daily lives. When we become Christians by faith, God declares us righteous. Yet we are still called to actively be righteous. A 
person who happily goes on living in unrighteousness calls into question whether he ever possessed Christ’s righteousness in the first 
place… So, too, it is with those who refuse to commit themselves to a local church. Committing to a local body is the natural 
outcome – it confirms what Christ has done. If you have no interest in actually committing yourself to an actual group of gospel-
believing, Bible-teaching Christians, you might question whether you belong to the body of Christ at all….Our state before God, if 
authentic, will translate into our daily decisions, even if the process is slow and full of missteps. God really does change his people. 
Isn’t that good news? So please, friend, don’t grow complacent through some vague idea that you possess the righteous of Christ if 
you’re not pursuing a life of righteousness. Likewise, please do not be deceived by a vague conception of the universal church to which 
you belong if you’re not pursuing that life together with an actual church.” Mark Dever, What is a Healthy Church? 

 
 

V. Conclusion 


