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The Universal Church 
Matthew 16:13-20 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Introduction 

 
 
II. The Ekklesia of Israel 
 
The word _____________is a translation of the Greek word “ekklesia” from which we get 
our English word ecclesiastical. It carries the idea of those “called out” (ek + kaleo) from the 
world to be God’s own special people.  
 

A. Foundation (Gen 3:15) 
 

 
B. Assembly (Josh 8:35; Ezra 2:64; Joel 2:16; Acts 7:38 cf. Heb 3:1ff.) 

 
OT Israel and the NT Church are not two separate and distinct entities but one 
people in their minority and majority. After all, consider that in the Greek translation 
of the OT the word “ekklesia” is repeatedly used to identify Israel – Israel is the 
“ekklesia”, the _____________, of God. The church described in the NT exists in 
fundamental continuity with the church in the OT. Israel was the ____________, 
the assembly of God – those whom God called to Himself and separated from the 
rest of the world by faith and circumcision. The church that Jesus establishes is a 
continuation and fulfillment of God’s work from the beginning – distinguishing the 
seed of the serpent and the seed of the woman.  
 

III. Jesus and the Universal Church (Mt. 16:13-20) 
 

A. Is built by the Triune God 
 

 
B. Is one throughout the earth (Eph 4:1-6; Acts 8:3; Gal 1:13; Phil 3:6) 
 

• One body –  
• One Spirit –  
• One Hope –  
• One Lord –  
• One faith –  
• One baptism –  
• One God & Father of All – 
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When we refer to the ____________ Church, we are referring to the company 
of all those throughout the world who profess faith in Jesus as God’s Christ. 
When we believe in Christ and are baptized into His Name we enter this body, 
we become a part of this people.  

 
 

C. Is founded upon apostolic teaching and authority (1 Cor 12:28; Eph 
2:19-22; 1 Tim 3:15; Rev 21:14) 

 
 
 

The Church of Jesus Christ is the company of all those throughout the world who 
profess faith in Jesus as God’s Christ and are united under apostolic ___________ 
and ____________. We believe in one holy, catholic, and ___________ church. 

 
D. Shall be victorious over her enemies (Isaiah 60) 

 
 
 

 
E. Exercises Christ’s authority on earth (Eph 1:22; 1 Cor 12:28) 

 
 

Note, therefore, that the church is not only an ____________ – Christians who 
profess the name of Christ - it is also an _____________ – a body with rulers and 
authorities. Jesus entrusted his authority to the apostles and they themselves 
established leaders in each of the churches to represent their authority and provide 
leadership and direction to the churches. The church, in other words, is not just a 
loose knit group of people who love one another, but the visible people of God on 
earth who represent the authority of Christ Himself.  

 
IV. Application 
 

A. The Divided State of Christendom 
 
 
 
 

B. The Imperative of Unity (Eph 4:1-3) 
 

 
 


