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Blessings and Curses in Christ’s Kingdom 
Malachi 3:13-4:3 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Introduction 

 
 
II. Blessings and Curses (cf. Dt 30:15-20) 
 
 
 
The reason these blessings and curses repeatedly appear is because God is the Covenant 
Lord and as Lord of the Covenant He enforces the terms of the covenant that he has made 
with his people. Scripture insists that God rules in space and time – he honors those who 
honor Him and judges those who rebel against Him, especially within the household of God.  
 
III. The Voice of Unbelief (vv. 13 – 15) 
 

A. There is no profit in godliness 
 
 
  

B. Therefore, sin is an acceptable option 
 
 
 
IV. The Voice of Faith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
V. The Voice of God (vv. 17 – 18) 
 
 
God promises to judge in terms of his book of remembrance. He will reward those whose 
names and righteous deeds are recorded in the book while he will judge those who are proud 
and wicked and who speak blasphemous words against Him. This ultimately happens on the 
Last Day when the book is opened and the dead are judged according to the things written. 
However, it also frequently happens in the course of history, in space and time. God rewards 
the righteous and punishes the wicked.  

1:1 Intro: The Messenger of the Kingdom 
1:2-5 Covenant Love in Christ’s Kingdom 
1:6 - 2:9 Priestly Covenants in Christ’s Kingdom 
2:10-16 Covenant Treachery in Christ’s Kingdom 
2:17-3:6 Jesus, the Messenger of the Covenant 
3:7-12 Covenant Tribute in Christ’s Kingdom 
3:13–4:3 Covenantal Sanctions in Christ’s Kingdom 
4:4-6 Conclusion: Preparing for the Kingdom 
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A. God’s Threat to Those Who Despise Him (4:1) 
 

When the Church becomes corrupt and full of ungodliness and impurity, God acts 
to judge and purify. He rules in space and time and he acts in judgment against His 
people when we rebel against Him and spurn His law. And this is precisely what we 
are facing today. The reason that America is falling under judgment is because the 
Church is corrupt; the reason that God is fostering hatred and resentment toward 
Christianity in the hearts of our countrymen is because we have sinned against Him. 
God loves His Church too much to permit her to be polluted with sin and 
selfishness and deceit. Jesus is presenting the Church before Himself as a bride 
adorned for her husband without spot or wrinkle or any such thing. This means that 
He has to purify the Church – often through hardship and trial – in the course of 
history. 

 
 
 
 

B. God’s Promises to Those Who Fear Him (3:17; 4:2-3) 
 

God often protects His people, those who fear Him, even in the midst of societal 
judgments. As we look to Him, serve Him and fear Him, we can trust Him to do 
what is best and to protect us. Our society is facing chastisement and unless we turn 
from our sin we will join the long list of nations that have come and gone in the 
course of human history. This has been a cause of great anxiety for many of you. 
Malachi informs us here that there is no cause for anxiety – if we fear Him, God will 
protect us and reward us for our labors. We know that this doesn’t always mean 
freedom from trial and hardship, even from death. But it does mean that God takes 
notice of us, He loves us, He considers us his precious jewels, like his very own son, 
and he will work for our good. Not one hair will fall from our head apart from our 
Father’s care. And often this means that he will deliver us in the midst of trials and 
national calamities; but most certainly he will reward us in the resurrection. As Peter 
writes, “the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of trials and to reserve the unjust under 
punishment for the day of judgment” (1 Pet 2:9). 

 
 
 
 

C. God’s Purpose in Judgment (3:18) 
 
 
 
 
 
VI. Conclusion 


