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I. Covenantal Structure 
 

A. THEOS 
 

• Transcendence –  
• Hierarchy –  
• Ethics –  
• Oath –  
• Succession – 

 
 

B. God Judges in Space and Time (Mt 16:1-3) 
 
 
 
 
II. Words of Unbelief 
 

A. Wearying God 
 
 
 
B. God Approves of Evil (cf. 3:18) 

 
First, Israel was declaring that God actually approved of the behavior in which they 
were engaged. “Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and he delights in them.” 
Israel was a society in disarray; they were topsy-turvy. They could no longer discern 
which end was up. Like a pilot who has lost sight of the horizon and has no 
instrument to direct him, Israel was careening toward the ground thinking they were 
heading the opposite direction. The central issue at stake is the question of authority 
– who is the Covenant Lord? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1:1 Intro: The Messenger of the Kingdom 
1:2-5 Blessings and Curses in Christ’s Kingdom 
1:6 - 2:9 True Worship in Christ’s Kingdom 
2:10-16 Treachery in Christ’s Kingdom 
2:17-3:6 Faithfulness in Christ’s Kingdom 
3:7-12 Offerings in Christ’s Kingdom 
3:13–4:3 Blessings and Curses in Christ’s Kingdom 
4:4-6 Conclusion: Preparing for the Kingdom 
 



C. God Doesn’t Care about Evil (Is 5:18-23) 
 

The first thing they were saying, therefore, was that God approved evil. But 
alongside this, they were declaring that God didn’t care about evil. Both are attempts 
by a rebellious people to soothe the conscience. We can either soothe our conscience 
by saying – Hey, what I’m doing is really good and acceptable; God approves of this. 
Or we can soothe our conscience by saying – Hey, there is no God! He doesn’t care 
what I do. I won’t be held accountable. I can do what I want. 

 
 
  1. Questioning in Faith (cf. Ps. 37, 49, 73, 77) 
 
 
 
  2. Questioning in Unbelief (cf. Jn. 18:38; 2 Pet. 3:4) 
 
 
 
 
III. Application 
 

A. It is objectively possible to weary God. (Is 1:10-17; 7:13) 
 
 
 

B. Our words can weary God. (Pr 10:8, 19; 18:2, 6-7; 19:13; Lk 6:45; 
Eph 4:29-32; Phil 2:14-15) 

 
 

Challenge: Are we minding our tongues? Guarding our lips and governing what we 
are saying? It is possible for us to weary God with our words. Have we been 
disputing his justice? Speaking cruelly to our neighbor? Using coarse speech? 
Complaining and arguing? Then we are in danger of wearying God with our words. 
Remember Paul’s exhortation: “Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you 
may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse generation…” (Phil 2:14-15)  
 

 
C. God takes His reputation seriously 

 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 


