
 1 

The Covenant with Levi 
Malachi 1:6-2:9, Part Two 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. A Primer on Covenants 
 

A. The key to understanding Scripture 
 
 
 

B. A bond of love 
 

“The covenant… [is] a bond of love [loyalty] in which the parties of the covenant solemnly swear to 
devote themselves to seek the blessing of the other party.”  

Ralph Smith, God’s Covenantal Kingdom, p. 64. 
 
 
 
C. A bond for blessing 

 
 
 
 
 
II. The Covenant with Levi 
 

A. Nature of the Covenant (Num 3:5ff; Dt 33:8-11) 
 

God’s covenant with Levi is one of __________ and ___________ – a bond of love 
in which God freely chose the Levites to be his special representatives in Israel. He 
gave them immense privileges and blessings. Remember that this is the fundamental 
nature of covenants – in principle they exist for the blessing of the parties involved.  
 

 
 

B. Curses of the Covenant (cf. Dt 27:11-26) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1:1 Intro: The Messenger of the Kingdom 
1:2-5 Blessings and Curses in Christ’s Kingdom 
1:6 - 2:9 True Worship in Christ’s Kingdom 
2:10-16 Faithfulness in Christ’s Kingdom 
2:17-3:6 Righteousness in Christ’s Kingdom 
3:7-12 Offerings in Christ’s Kingdom 
3:13–4:3 Blessings and Curses in Christ’s Kingdom 
4:4-6 Conclusion: Preparing for the Kingdom 
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III. Principles for Christ’s Kingdom 
 
A. All of life is covenantal in character, shaped by bonds of love in 

which the parties of the covenant have solemnly sworn to devote 
themselves to seeking the blessing of the other party. 

 
“Covenants, formal and informal, govern our relationships. In fact, it is rather common for us to 
think in objective covenantal terms. For example, consider adoption, citizenship, marriage, 
employment, military enlistment, church membership. These covenants have these five things in 
common: 1) A person’s status or position changes in an instant – he might receive a new name, title 
or rank; 2) This event is marked by ceremony – an oath, vows, documents, or sacraments (a sign 
and seal [or a signature]); 3) It is witnessed and objective, a public visible event (you could take a 
picture of it); 4) It carries new obligations, terms or laws that govern the relationship – duties, 
responsibilities, and loyalties are conditions of the covenant relationship; 5) Finally, it features 
blessings and sanctions, privileges and entitlements – discipline, disinheritance, court-martial, 
termination, execution, divorce, excommunication.” Randy Booth 
 
We are surrounded and enveloped by covenants because covenants reflect the very 
nature of God. This is true of our status in the church. By ___________ we are 
brought into the new covenant, marked out publicly as God’s people. 
_______________ is a solemn oath, a covenantal bond, in which God declares 
Himself to be our God and we are marked out as His possession. This is God’s 
gracious act. He establishes His covenant with us; He calls us His own; He 
introduces us to this body. So what is our calling? Our calling is to be faithful 
members of the covenant – something that can only be achieved by the grace of 
God working in and through us but something that must be done. 
 
 
B. God in Christ continues to bring men under covenant to serve His 

people as elders and deacons. (Acts 6:1-7; 20:17-35; 1 Cor 9:3-18; 1 
Tim 5:22; 2 Tim 1:6; Tit 1:5-9) 

 
 
 
 

C. God in Christ promises rich blessings to those who serve faithfully 
and threatens severe curses on those who are unfaithful. (cf. 1 Cor 
3:5-17; 1 Tim 3:13; 5:17-22; Jas 3:1; 1 Pet 5:4; Rev 2:20-23) 

 
 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 


