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Even as Christ Forgave You 
Colossians 3:12-17 (Part Two) 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Introduction 
 
 
II. What is Forgiveness? 
 

A. Loving One Another 
 
 
 

Love is the context in which bearing with one another and forgiving one another 
take place. It is our love for our fellow believers and even our love for our 
unbelieving friends and acquaintances that leads us to forgive them, but love is not 
forgiveness. It is entirely possible to ___________ someone and not yet have 
____________ them. 

 
 

B. Bearing with One Another (Pr 10:12; 17:9; Eccl 7:21-22; 1 Pet 4:8) 
 
 
 

Precisely because we love one another, we bear with one another – in other words, 
we recognize that none of us is __________, that all of us have faults and that many 
times we simply need to let something ____________ rather than confront.  

 
 
 
 

C. Forgiving One Another 
 

1. A Promise vs. Feeling (Is 43:25; Jer 31:34) 
 
“For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more” (Jer 31:34).  

 
 
Forgiveness is not fundamentally a feeling: I can forgive someone even when I 
don’t feel particularly forgiving. How? By _______________ to do so! We 
frequently make promises even when we don’t feel like it; and we can fulfill those 
promises even when we don’t feel like it. This is the nature of forgiveness – it is a 
___________ not a feeling.  

• The Letter Opening (1:1 – 2:5) 
• The Letter Body (2:6 – 4:6) 

• 3:1-4:6 – Love 
o Be Heavenly Minded (3:1-4) 
o Put Off the Old Man (3:5-11) 
o Put On the New Man (3:12-4:1) 

• The Letter Closing: Greetings, Plans, and 
Instructions (4:7 – 18) 
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2. Forgetting vs. Not Remembering (cf. Is 43:25; Jer 31:34) 
 
 
 
 

“’Not remembering’ is ___________; it is a ____________ whereby one person (in this 
case, God) determines not to remember the sins of another against him. To ‘not remember’ is 
simply a graphic way of saying, ‘I will not bring up these matters to you or others in the future. 
I will bury them and not exhume the bones to beat you over the head with them. I will never use 
these sins against you.’”  Jay Adams, From Forgiven to Forgiving 

 
 
 

The Threefold Promise: 
• To him – 
• To others –  
• To yourself – 

 
 

 
3. Unilateral vs. Conditional (Ps 86:5; Mt 5:23-24; 18:15ff) 

 
 
 
 

• If you have sinned against someone, you must go and seek their forgiveness.  
 
 
 
 

• If someone has sinned against you and you simply can’t bear with their 
sin, then you must go and confront them. You can’t sit and stew over the 
matter; you can’t gossip about it; you can’t pretend as though it didn’t 
happen. You have to address the issue.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
III. Conclusion 


