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Heavenly Mindedness 
Colossians 3:1-4 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. A Gnostic Answer 
 
What exactly does it mean to be heavenly minded? The Apostle Paul in the text before us 
today exhorts us to “think on things above, not on the things of the earth.” What does this mean? 
One of the most frequent answers given to this question in the ancient world is that to be 
heavenly minded is to think on that which is ______________, that which is distinct from 
the material, mortal life in which we live. It is to dwell on the wonders of eternal, unchanging 
realities. 

 
A. The Metaphysical Split 

 
 
 

B. The Practical Result 
 

 
For the Gnostic, therefore, to be heavenly minded is all about _____________ – 
escaping the confines of matter, escaping the confines of the body in order to reach 
enlightenment and spiritual maturity.  

 
II. A Pagan-Jewish Answer (cf. Mal 3:15) 
 
 
Within ancient _____________, to be heavenly minded was to fear and respect the gods by 
observing the correct religious rites and rituals. The key to maturity, the key to 
enlightenment, was knowing which rituals to perform when. Different gods had different 
expectations; to be heavenly minded was to know them and apply them correctly in any 
given situation. 

 
III. The Colossian Answer 

 
A. The False Teaching – A Potent Mix 

 
 
 
Their thinking apparently was this: the more I ___________ my body and observe 
these ____________ the more I reveal the seriousness of my religious convictions, 
the more I reveal how in tune I am with the spiritual forces about me. 
 

• The Letter Opening (1:1 – 2:5) 

• The Letter Body (2:6 – 4:6) 

• 2:6-15 – The Knowledge of the Mystery of God 

• 2:16-23 – All the Riches that Come from the Full 
Assurance of Understanding 

• 3:1-4:6 – Love 

• The Letter Closing: Greetings, Plans, and Instructions 
(4:7 – 18) 
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B. True Heavenly Mindedness 
 
1. Serve the Christ who has been exalted to heaven (cf. Ps 110) 
 
 
 
So if you want to be heavenly minded, Paul insists, here’s the first thing that 
must happen: be passionately devoted to _____________. Give everything for 
Him. Every aspect of your life must be devoted to Him and the glory of His 
Name. “Whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”  

 
2. Think on “heavenly” things (2:2 with 3:5ff; cf. Jer 7:1-11) 
 

• Rejecting Gnosticism 
 
 
 

• Rejecting Ritualistic Paganism/Judaism 
 

 
What is it that he is instructing the Colossians about in this section of his 
letter? Love. For Paul the contrast between earthly mindedness and heavenly 
mindedness is not a contrast between those who think about matter and those 
who think about “spirit”, it is a contrast between those who imitate 
_____________ and embrace sin & rebellion and those who imitate 
_____________ and embrace love and the commandments of God. For Paul 
the contrast between earth and heaven is not a metaphysical one but an 
_____________ one.  

 
C.  Based on the Certainty of the Resurrection (cf. Phil 3:17-21) 
 
"It is a serious thing to live in a society of possible gods and goddesses, to remember that the dullest and most 
uninteresting person you talk to may one day be a creature which, if you saw it now, you would be strongly 
tempted to worship, or else a horror and a corruption such as you now meet, if at all, only in a nightmare. All 
day long we are, in some degree, helping each other to one or other of these destinations. It is in the light of 
these overwhelming possibilities, it is with the awe and the circumspection proper to them, that we should 
conduct all our dealings with one another, all friendships, all loves, all play, all politics. There are no 
'ordinary' people. You have never talked to a mere mortal. Nations, cultures, arts, civilisations -- these are 
mortal, and their life is to ours as the life of a gnat. But it is immortals whom we joke with, work with, 
marry, snub and exploit -- immortal horrors or everlasting splendours.” C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory 

 
 

IV. Conclusion 


