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You are Complete in Him 
Colossians 2:8-15 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. A Parable (cf. Ac 15:1ff) 
 

 
The message of these teachers was this: in order to be complete Christians, in order to 
mature, you must become ___________, observing the various rituals and customs 
associated with God’s revelation of Himself in the OT. Paul’s response was, “Absolutely not! 
If you have Christ then you have everything that the OT rituals merely anticipated. All the 
good things to which those rituals and customs pointed, you now possess in Jesus – so don’t 
be drawn away by those things.” 

 
II. Beware lest anyone plunder (sylagōgōn) you 
 

A. In Christ 
 

1. You are complete (cf. Jn 1:14) 
 
 
 

Paul declares that everything which the ______________ anticipated reaches its 
fulfillment in Christ. So what did the ____________ picture? It pictured the 
restoration to fellowship with God and with the land that was possible through 
sacrifice. The ____________ reminded God’s people that the peace and 
harmony that had characterized humanity prior to the Fall would one day be 
restored by God Himself. 

 
 

2. You were circumcised (cf. Dt 10:16; 30:6; Rom 2:28-29) 
 
 
Circumcision established a _____________ and confirmed promises. It was 
given to Abraham to identify him and his offspring as the people of God, the 
ones through whom God would bless all the families of the earth. Through 
circumcision God declared, “These are my people.” Circumcision always pointed 
to the necessity of a changed heart that was steadfastly loyal to Yahweh. And 
Paul is reminding the Colossians – this is the circumcision you have received. 
Christ has poured out his Spirit upon you; He has changed your hearts. So you 
don’t need Judaic circumcision anymore. You have Christ! How do you know? 
Because in ______________ you were united to Him in His death and 
resurrection.  

 

• The Letter Opening (1:1 – 2:5) 

• The Letter Body (2:6 – 4:6) 

• 2:6-15 – The Knowledge of the Mystery of God 

• 2:16-23 – All the Riches that Come from the Full 
Assurance of Understanding 

• 3:1-4:6 – Love 

• The Letter Closing: Greetings, Plans, and Instructions 
(4:7 – 18) 
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3. You are forgiven and alive (cf. Heb 10:1-14) 
 
 
 

Third, Christ is the fulfillment of everything that the ____________ once 
pictured. So what did they picture? First, they declared loud and clear that we as 
human beings are ___________, under sentence of condemnation and death, 
enslaved by our folly. Second, they held forth the promise of forgiveness, life, 
freedom. When the animals were slain, they were slain for me, in my place, so 
that I need not be slain. The sprinkled blood declared that I could be forgiven 
and cleansed of my sins.  

 
 
 
 
 
III. Application 
 

A. Empty and Vain Philosophies, the Traditions of Men 
 

 
What Paul is insisting, therefore, is that every philosophical system that is not 
centered in ____________ is merely one more human opinion, one more 
speculative attempt to solve humanity’s problems. But all these systems are either 
arbitrary or inconsistent. They have no firm foundation because they are not 
centered in Christ, not centered in the Creator and Sustainer and Redeemer of all, 
not centered in Him who knows all things and who has revealed truth to us in His 
Word. Consequently, they are merely human opinions. 

 
 
 
B. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (cf. Ps 111:10; Eph 

4:17-24) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 


