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Unconditional Election 
Reformation Basics 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Introduction 
 
To _____________ is to choose; to ______________ is to determine something 
beforehand. When we speak of election or predestination this morning we are speaking of 
God’s choice of certain individuals for salvation.  

 
 
II. We All of Us (Rom 3:9-12; 8:7-8; Eph 2:1-3) 
 
 
 
Because we make the choices that we make based on what we want, and because, as fallen 
human beings, what we want is to flee from the Living God, we will never turn to Him in faith. 
Left on our own, we will drift further and further away from God seeking somewhere to 
hide. This is the course of life we have chosen. In ourselves there is no _____________. 

 
III. We Love Him Because 
 

A. He First Loved Us (Rom 5:8; 1 Jn 4:9-10, 19) 
 

 
B. He Chose us from the Beginning (Jn 17:1-8; Eph 1:3-12; 2 Thes 2:13-
17; 2 Tim 1:8-14; 1 Pet 1:2-5) 

 
So where did it start? Why is it that some believe in Christ and others refuse Him? 
All deserve death; all deserve judgment; we all rebelled against Him and spurned His 
authority. So why do some turn from their piracy and acknowledge their rightful 
sovereign? Because God loved certain people before the foundation of the world 
and chose them to be His people and sent His Son to die in their place and sends 
His Spirit to give them faith and belief. This is the mystery of ______________. 
God knew you from before the creation of the world, loved you from before the 
beginning of creation, and chose you before the foundation of all to inherit eternal 
glory with Him, chose to be merciful to you in His great grace – not because of 
anything in you but solely because of His mercy. We love Him because He first loved us. 
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IV. He Chose Us Because 
 

A. Conditional Election 
 

What does this mean? Conditional election simply means that the reason God 
chooses some and rejects others is based upon some condition which those he is 
choosing do or don’t have. The most common rationale is that God chooses us on 
the basis of foreseen ___________. 

 
1. Do we do the electing or does God? 
 
 
2. Do we have the ability to choose God? (Jn 6:35ff; 44, 65) 
 

 
3. Chosen because we’re holy or so that we might be holy? 
 
 

God didn’t ____________ us because He saw we would love Him. He knew we 
wouldn’t love Him in our fallen state and so He loved us, He sent His Son to die for 
us, and He sent His Spirit to open our eyes and grant us life and salvation. 

 
B. Unconditional Election (Acts 18:9-11; Romans 9:6-24) 

 
So this brings us to an understanding of “unconditional election.” God’s election of 
His people is “unconditional” – it is based upon His good pleasure not anything in 
_____________.  

 
 
 
 
 
1. Is God Unjust? (Rom 9:14-18) 
 
 
2. Why does He still find fault? (Rom 9:19-21) 
 
 
3. What if God? (Rom 9:22-24) 

 
 

V. You Didn’t Choose Me (cf. Jn 15:16) 


