
A Proposal for the Addition of  the Sign of  Peace into our Liturgy
Tuesday, February 8, 2011 (Pastor Strawbridge)

The Meaning and Basis
As we discussed in our Winter Retreat as a Consistory, there could be some community and pastoral 
benefits to the inclusion of  “the passing of  the peace.” I strongly prefer that we use the historical 
title, “The Sign of  Peace” as we refer to this.  The Sign of  Peace or Pax Domini (“Peace of  the 
Lord”) has been historically part of  the Eucharistic service in East (Orthodox), West (Roman) and 
traditional Protestant communions, such as Lutheran and Anglican and even some Reformed 
Churches. Many evangelical low church traditions have incorporated an informal and (in my view) 
misplaced version of  this in a greeting time. Despite the “low church” misuse of  this, our 
evangelical brethren are still seeking it’s proper function: to convey the bonds of  love and fellowship 
within a “formal gathering.” We need to feel that we are “at peace” in the congregation.

Historically, the content this event is drawn from the verbal blessing of  peace which Jesus addressed 
to His disciples in the Last Supper and in fulfillment spoke again (twice) on the day of  His 
resurrection on the very first Easter (John 14:27; John 20:19-21). 

John 14:27 -  “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give 
to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.

John 20:19–21 -    So when it was evening on that day, the first day of  the week, and when 
the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of  the Jews, Jesus came and stood in 
their midst and *said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20:20 And when He had said this, He 
showed them both His hands and His side. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. 20:21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also 
send you.”

Given Christ’s own example, the liturgical Sign of  Peace is not a mere greeting. Rather, it expresses 
the recognition of  “His peace accomplished” on the Day of  Resurrection and focuses on the true 
unity of  those baptized in Christ who are then to be empowered in His presence to be “sent” to the 
world. This complements quite beautifully the shape of  the All Saints service and it will definitely 
preach!

Preparation for Including this Event
The location of  this sign of  peace in the liturgy is in the Eucharist part of  the service (after the 
offertory). It is situated after the Preface, Sanctus and Words of  Institution. As has been our 
custom, the congregation needs some instruction and introduction to this addition. However, the 
proposal below makes the incorporation of  this event very simple and not disruptive. Effectively, at the very time 
of  our transition to come forward, we would have people greet and bless one another with “the 
peace.” So I believe the flow of  our experience would change very little and the relational and 
reconciliatory purpose of  our service would be truly enhanced.

The preparation for the congregation which I believe is warranted, should Consistory approve, is the 
introduction of  this (briefly at the soonest Heads of  Households) and a sermon prior to the first use 
of  this event. For example, we could introduce this in Lent (first Sunday service service is 3/13/11). 
Therefore, the previous Sunday (3/6), the theme of  the sermon could be, “the peace of  Christ.”
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Specific Proposal for the All Saints Liturgy
I propose this as a normative part of  our Lord’s Day Liturgy (not to change in any Season). Thus, 
after proper instruction and introduction (above) to the congregation and at the beginning of  a new 
Church season, this liturgical event would be seen in the bulletin as follows:

(Note: the words in red are in the Ministers script, but not in the congregational bulletin).

Minister: It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times. . . Therefore with 
Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious 
Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 
Congregation: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full  of thy glory: 
Glory be to thee, O Lord most High. Amen.
 
Words of  Institution and Epiclesis
Minister: In the night in which He was betrayed, Jesus took bread and gave thanks. . .
After the same manner also, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and gave thanks. . .  

Invitation to the Table 
Minister: These are the gifts of God for the People of God, therefore the Peace of the risen Christ 
be with you.

The Pax Domini (The Peace of  Christ)
[The Congregation is invited bless one another with the words of our risen Lord, “Peace be with 
you . . .  and also with you.”]

[The Deacons will assist you in coming to the Table, row by row.]
 

Sign of Peace Proposal  page 2 of 2


