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Applying the Word 
Nehemiah 10:28-39 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Introduction 
 
 
II. Covenant Stipulations 

A. Covenantal Treaties 
 

B. Stipulations of the Covenant 
 
In every covenant there are specific standards of ________________ which are 
called the “stipulations of the covenant.”  

 
1. General Provision (v. 29) 

 
 
2. Specific Provisions (vv.30-39) 

 
“If I profess, with the loudest voice and clearest exposition, every portion of the truth of God 
except precisely that little point which the world and the devil are at that moment attacking, I 
am not confessing Christ, however boldly I may be professing Christ. Where the battle rages 
there the loyalty of the soldier is proved, and to be steady on all the battle fields besides is mere 
flight and disgrace if he flinches at that point.”  Martin Luther 

 
 
III. Discovering & Applying Biblical Principles 
 

A. Intermarriage (cf. Ex 34:12-16; 2 Cor 6:14-7:1) 
 

The Rule: Do not intermarry with the ________________ (cf. Ex 34:12-16) 
The Principle: Worship of the Lord is the chief concern of life and no marriage covenants should 
be sworn with those who are going to draw us away from Him.  
 
 
 
 

 
Principle #1 – Distinguish between ______________ and _______________. 
Even when a specific rule has ceased to be directly applicable, there is an 
underlying principle in the rule which guides and governs us. 
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B. Sabbath Principles (cf. Ex 23:10-13; Heb 10:24-25) 
 

The Rule: Observe the Sabbath rest 
The Problem: What about _____________ from those who don’t observe? 
The Principles: Worship, rest, feasting, justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Principle #2 – In those places where the rules still apply, there may be 
specific situations that are not addressed by the rule. In such circumstances, 
we have to consider the _______________ embodied in the rule and endeavor 
to apply it to our particular situation. 

 
C. Provisions for the House of God (v. 39; cf. Ex. 25:1ff; 35:4f, 20ff; 1 

Chr 29:6-9; Ezra 1:5-6) 
 

The Principle: We will not neglect the house of our God (v. 39) 

 
1. Tax for Temple Maintenance (32-33 cp. Ex 30:11ff) 

 
 

2. Rotation for Supplying Wood (34 cp. Lev 6:5-6) 
 
 
 
 
 

Principle #3 – Distinguish between _____________ and ______________. 
Because Scripture must be applied in specific situations, those in 
authority must choose a method to implement the principle. 

 
3. Firstfruits & Tithes for Priests & Levites (35-39 cp. Num 18:8-32) 

 
 
 
 
Principle #4 – Specific issues that are addressed in the Word of God may 
need to be ________________ because of the need of the day or because 
of some cultural blindness. 

 
IV. Conclusion 


