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Providence Church (CREC) 

First Sunday in Lent 

February 21st, 2010 50
th

 sermon 

Sermon: The Perfect Has Come! Part VI 

Text: I Corinthians 13:8-12 

Pastor Uriesou T. Brito  

Outline: 

I. The Eternality of Love (8) 

II. The Perfection of the Word (9-10) 

III. Old Creation/New Creation (11-12) 

Text: 8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; 

as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when 

the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I 

thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish 

ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I 

shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.  

Prayer: Our great God, we thank you for how you have gifted your people. Forgive us for using 

these gifts unwisely; forgive us for using them for our own gain. Give us wisdom to see the 

purpose of these gifts even in our day. Amen. 

 

Sermon: People of God, we come this morning to a very crucial passage in the debate concerning 

the charismatic gifts in our own day. The Charismatic church draws its name from the word 

“charisma,” which Paul uses in chapter 12:4. It means “spiritual gifts.” In the height of the 

charismatic movement in the 60’s and 70’s,
1
 “Christians were often being confronted with the 

claim that the spiritual gifts of tongues and prophecy…should be sought and experienced.”
2
 In 

the 80’s the Charismatic movement began to wane. Nevertheless, it helped foster newer 

                                                           
1
 Several resources can be helpful here: Robert Rayburn’s expositions of I Corinthians, John McArthur’s Charismatic 

Chaos, Richard B. Gaffin, Are Miraculous Gifts For Today: 4 Views, ed. Wayne Grudem (Grand Raids: Zondervan, 
Jon Ruthven, “On the Cessation of the Charismata: The Protestant Polemic of Benjamin B. Warfield,” PNEUMA: The 
Journal of the Society for Pentecostal Studies 12, no. 1 (Spring 1990): 14-31.al Studies 12, no. 1 (Spring 1990), and 

James B. Jordan’s lectures on tongues at Providence Church, and other writings from friends on the BH List.)), 57. 
2
 Rayburn, I Corinthians exposition. 
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manifestations and newer movements in the United States. The Pentecostal/Charismatic teaching 

was “that speaking in tongues was the mark of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, a second, distinct 

work of grace in a believer's life that lifted him or her up to a higher plane of spiritual experience 

and fruitfulness.”
3
 Since those “who spoke in tongues lived on a higher plane of spiritual 

experience and life than those who did not,” naturally you can see why tongues’ speaking was 

viewed with such significance in the Pentecostal/Charismatic churches. Oddly, it was very much 

the same claim these Corinthian believers were making” and which Paul consistently rebuked in 

chapters 12-14.  

 

But the charismatic movement was taken into an entirely different level in the rise of “The Third 

Wave” Pentecostal and Charismatic movement. On this new movement in the late 80’s and 90’s 

there was a shift from speaking in tongues (prevalent in old Pentecostalism) to prophecy, words 

of knowledge, and healing. It was a very clear shift in emphasis. In fact, we have seen some of 

this in recent history in the Toronto Blessing and to bring it even closer to home, we saw this at 

the Brownsville Revival
4
 located about 20 minutes from here. If you have followed closely this 

movement, you have heard of the barking and laughing in the Spirit. 

 

You may ask the question: What is it that unites both the old Pentecostals who prioritized the 

speaking of tongues and the modern and more bizarre manifestations of the charismatic gifts in 

the “Third Wave” movement with barking and laughing in the Spirit? The answer is that both 

groups believe in the continuation of the gifts in I Corinthians 12-14 in the modern day.  

 

                                                           
3
 Ibid. 

4
 http://www.brownsville-revival.org/ 

http://www.brownsville-revival.org/
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Let me give you two terms to keep in mind in this discussion.  

 

The first one is Continuationism. This is the belief “that the gifts of the Holy Spirit have 

continued to this present age.”
5
 They remain valid today virtually in the same manner as they 

operated in the first century. The other side of the issue is called Cessationism. Cessationism is 

the belief that the gifts of the Holy Spirit ceased in the first century.
6
 These gifts belong in the 

first century and they died in the first century. Both positions do have their merits, but it seems 

that both positions overlook the radical transformational nature of these gifts in the new world, in 

the New Covenant, established by Christ. I think I could term a third way of looking at these 

gifts as Transformationism or Maturationism.
7
 That is, these gifts have not ceased, but they have 

been transformed or matured for the purposes they serve in the New Creation. 

 

Let us look at verses 8-12 in I Corinthians 13: 

 

In verse 8, Paul makes the point that whereas other gifts have a particular purpose in that age, 

that is, they serve the particular purpose of that first century church, love endures forever. 

Jonathan Edwards observed that “the holy pleasure of this love shall be as a river that is for ever 

flowing clear and full, and increasing continually.”
8
 Love is as perpetual as the Church. Just as 

the Church shall continue for all eternity, so love continues for all eternity.  

 

                                                           
5
 I found this section on Wikipedia helpful: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continuationism 

6
 See Gaffin and Gentry on this issue. Both men hold to a strong cessationist position, whereas Reformed Baptist 

Wayne Grudem holds to a continuationist position.   
7
 John Frame sees this verse in a similar manner though he calls it “Semi-Cessationism.” 

8
 Pg. 348; Charity and Its Fruits 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spiritual_gift
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continuationism
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Paul’s main point in verse 8 is that prophecies will pass away, tongues will cease, and knowledge 

will too pass away. All these gifts, as they were expressed in the first century, will no longer 

serve their purpose as constant manifestations in the Church.  

 

Then in verses 9-10 we come to one of the most controversial passages in the New Testament 

concerning the use of gifts in our own day. Paul writes: “9 For we know in part and we prophesy 

in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away.” There are two questions to 

consider in this passage. The first is, “what is it that we know in part?” And the second is: “What 

is the perfect that shall come?” Let me begin to answer these questions by posing another 

question: “What are gifts for?” According to the apostle, these gifts serve the purpose of uniting 

the Church, and we can say that these gifts are for the purpose of knowing God and His will. 

They spoke in tongues and the tongues were interpreted, so the people would know what God 

desires for them. 

 

So, when we ask the question “what is it that we know in part” the answer is God’s revealed will. 

It is imperfect knowledge. For instance, if a tongues’ speaker decides to use his gift for his own 

prideful purposes, if the gifts have become a source of disunity, then the Church cannot know the 

will of God. This is precisely why Paul writes this letter; so that the Corinthians would know the 

will of God when it comes to the relationship of one another in the Church. The understanding of 

the Church is still partial, incomplete in this first century setting.  

 

Paul then writes that when the perfect comes, then these other means of knowing God’s 

revelation will pass away.  The word “perfect” in verse 10 means “complete.” We could say that 
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when the “complete comes” the partial (gifts) will pass away. But the question is: “What is the 

complete?” Is it the Second Coming of Christ at the end of history? Many interpreters understand 

this to be the Second Coming of Christ. In fact, Gordon Fee, a well known New Testament 

commentator and Pentecostal, writes that the “perfect” in verse 10 means the “end of history.” 

Gordon Fee asserts that when Christ returns these gifts will disappear.
9
 The conclusion of Fee 

from this passage is that the gifts will continue to be expressed in the same form they are 

expressed in Corinth until the Second Coming; until the end of history. According to verse 11, 

Gordon Fee would say that the Church will continue to act and think and reason as a child, in the 

sense that to be a child represents being in the present world. The Pentecostal interpretation is 

that to be a man means being in heaven for all eternity. In other words, to use the language of 

verse 12, to be a child means to see dimly, but to be a man means we shall God face to face. Let 

me summarize Gordon Fee’s position, which is the Continuationist position. Gordon Fee says 

that the gifts, as they are expressed in Corinth, continue until the perfect comes, that is, when the 

Second Coming of Christ at the end of history takes place. He argues that since Christ has not yet 

returned then the gifts still continue. 

 

I am going to make the case that for St. Paul the “perfect” has already come, and we do not have 

to wait until the end of history. I also believe that the gifts in I Corinthians have not all ceased, 

but that they have matured in their purpose of usage. 

 

First, Paul says that the “perfect comes” when we shall see God face to face. This phrase “face to 

face” is taken from Genesis 32 where Jacob wrestles with God and after wrestling with God, 

                                                           
9
 Gordon Fee,TNICNT, I Corinthians, pg. 646. Fee offers a consistent understanding of the gifts, if he sees the 

“perfect” as a reference to the Second Coming. Cessationists will have a difficult time answering this point.  
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Jacob says that he has “seen God face to face.”
10

 We see then that at least Jacob has seen God 

face to face. We also see in Exodus that Moses enjoyed communion with God and spoke with 

him face to face. And as you will hear the benediction in the end of this service from Numbers, I 

will ask that God turn His face upon you. The point is that we now speak and see God face to 

face. Do we see the physical presence of God? No, because God is a Spirit. But do we see God 

face to face in His revelation? Absolutely. And this is precisely Paul’s point in this passage.  

 

When Paul speaks of the perfect which shall come, he is not referring to the end of history; he is 

referring to the time when the fullness of the revelation of God in the Sacred Scriptures are 

complete.  

 

In verse 8, in contrast to love, which never fails, Paul says prophecy, tongues, and knowledge 

will be done away with.  Why? Because they are all partial means of knowing God's will, or his 

revelation:  "for we know in part, and we prophesy in part" (9).
11

 These partial ways of knowing 

God’s will, will be done away with when the perfect and complete comes. Paul is referring to the 

Word of God, which was clearly completed before the year AD 70.  

 

What does Paul mean when he uses the analogy of a child and a man? Is he saying that we will 

be children and think like children until the end of history? I do not think this is what Paul has in 

mind. What Paul has in mind in I Corinthians is what he has in mind in Galatians. That is, before 

the completed gospel came we were children under guardians.
12

 But when the gospel in its 

fullness and completeness came in the New Creation, then we became adults. We can now see 

                                                           
10

 Genesis 32:30. 
11

 Burke Shade. 
12

 Galatians 3:24-4:7 
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clearly, because the Word of God is now clearly and completely revealed to us; and in the Word, 

there is authority and power to know God’s will for the Church and for our lives. 

Paul makes this even clearer in verse 12. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. 

Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. What is the 

mirror? James tells us that the mirror is a symbol for the word of God. The mirror is God’s 

instruction book. Is our completed Bible a dim mirror? Does it dimly reveal God’s will? When 

we look at the completed word of God is it just the partial revelation of God? No. It is in the 

Scriptures that all things are made clear for us. Through the Scriptures we see God face to face as 

He reveals Himself.  

When Paul speaks of the perfect, which is to come, he is referring to the completion of the 

Revelation of God before the year AD 70. God completes His word, so that when the people of 

God enter into a new world after the destruction of the Temple in AD 70, they will be equipped 

and prepared to conquer the land before them.
13

 

But the final question for us is: What about the gifts? If they do not continue as they did in the 

first century, and if they have not ceased, then how are they transformed or matured in this New 

Creation, in the 21
st
 century, which we now live?  

 

We need to understand that only through the work of the Spirit will these gifts benefit the church. 

Since the Bible has been completed, the Spirit now uses these gifts to ensure that the Word of 

God is known and the world hears and sees God in His revelation. The gifts now serve the 

                                                           
13 To quote JBJ at Providence Church: “When God starts a new covenant in the Bible he starts by performing 

miracles and then it settles down.” 
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purpose of aiding the proclamation of the gospel in the world. One way the gift of tongues is 

transformed is through bible translation. In our day, some are gifted with languages. They use 

this gift for the purpose of seeing the nations who do not yet have the word of the Spirit in their 

own tongue available, such as the work of Wycliffe Bible Translators. Do we prophecy in the 

sense that our speech is infallible, no! But do we prophecy in the sense that our speech is 

intelligible and manifests the wisdom of the Word of God? Absolutely! Do we speak with 

knowledge apart from the Word? No. Do we speak with knowledge that is directly given and 

grounded in the Word of God? Certainly! The gifts are transformed for us and for the world. 

They are given, so that the Great Commission may be fulfilled; that the nations of the earth may 

worship Christ as Lord. 

 

How Shall we Then Live?
14

 

First, we must know God’s word.  Seek to know what is written, to not go beyond it (4.6).  It is 

profitable for everything you need to do (2 Tim 3.16).  Live in the maturity of God’s completed 

word so that you will be a mature man in Christ (Eph. 4.13).  We are called to the maturity of 

Christ and only in His revelation do we achieve biblical maturity. 

Secondly, we must know biblical history, so that we can understand the transition from the old to 

the new covenant, what the coming of Christ accomplished; how it transformed the old Israel 

into the new, how it changed the world, how it changed mankind. 

Remember this important principle: Christ is the center of redemptive history. His coming 

changes everything! 

Thirdly, lest we forget Paul’s main point, live in love.  Seek to love one another, even as Christ 

loved and loves us:  sacrificially. 

                                                           
14

 Taken from Burke Shade with some minor changes. 
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Fourth, do not long for those impartial gifts, instead, long for the unity of Church; long for the 

perfect which has come in the Word of God. Those gifts served a particular purpose, but now 

they serve a different one; it serves the purpose of seeing the truth of God’s revelation known in 

the entire world. 

Finally, be patient with your Christian brothers and sisters who still earnestly desire the partial 

gifts.  If you have friends or family members who are fully invested in the Pentecostal 

movement, I urge you to help them grow out of the immaturity that seeks extemporaneousness 

rather than diligence in walking in Christ. Teach them patiently, and perhaps, we may be even so 

humble as to learn from their joy and delight in God. 

Remember, love is patient and it is kind, is not provokes, and hopes all things for one another. 

 

Brothers and Sisters, this entire passage is about language. It is about communicating truth to one 

another in the context of the church. The Word of God is complete truth! Without it, we are 

powerless; without it, the gates of hell will prevail against the church, but with it, the demons 

shake, the enemies of God are crushed, worship is central, and Christ will conquer and build His 

Church in truth.  In the Name of the Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

 


