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Text: 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, 

but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers 

them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 

8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of 

knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 

healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another 

the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the 

interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who 

apportions to each one individually as he wills. 

 

Prayer: Give us grace, O Lord, to use the gifts you have granted this body with wisdom. May 

we see these gifts as gifts of unity in your Church. Amen. 

 

Sermon: People of God, the problem with following after speechless idols is that you become 

like them. You are unable to speak a language that flows from the Spirit, but when you follow 

after Christ, you are becoming like Him. 

 

Paul’s supreme desire is that the Corinthian Church be led by the Spirit. It is through the agency 

of the Spirit that you are empowered to confess Jesus is Lord.
1
 In Christ, you can now speak a 

language that flows from the abiding presence of the Spirit in you. United to Christ, you speak 

words of unity, and not division. When becoming like Christ you “bless our Lord and 

Father…”and when becoming like idols, St. James would say “you curse people made in the 

image of God.”
2
 

 

                                                           
1
 I am indebted to Rev. Burke Shade’s expositions of I Corinthians. 

2
 James 3:9. Quotations from ESV. 
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The question Paul raises in the first three verses is: “Does your speech reflect becoming like 

Jesus or speechless idols?” Paul encourages the Corinthians to abandon their pride and embrace 

the Spirit’s work in the life of the Church. 

 

Unlike the first three verses where Paul is concerned about whether or not your confession 

comes from the Spirit, beginning in verse four Paul focuses on the charismatic gifts. Paul is 

building a case for how these gifts should be used in the congregation. 

 

He begins to make his argument in verses four through six: 

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, 

but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who 

empowers them all in everyone. 

 

Paul is declaring in these verses that “diversity within unity belongs to the character of God 

Himself.”
3
 Paul is the great Trinitarian of the New Covenant writers. For Paul the Trinity is the 

foundation of all truth and underlies every effort of unity in the Church. There may be a variety 

of gifts, but One Spirit; a variety of services, but One Lord; a variety of activities, but One God 

who empowers them all in everyone. Why is there a diversity of gifts, services, and activities? 

Because the Triune God is diverse: Father, Son, and Spirit. Yet, these three are One God working 

together for the good and the unity of the body.  

 

As Charles Hodge observes: 
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 Burke Shade. 
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…the doctrine of the Trinity underlies the whole scheme of redemption in its execution 

and application as well as in its conception.
4
 

 

These gifts given by the Triune God serve to empower the members of the body to minister to 

one another; as verse seven says: “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 

common good.” The purpose of these gifts is the common good of the Church of Christ. All gifts 

given to us serve this distinct purpose of oneness in our mission. 

 

Are these gifts given to a distinct group in the body? Are they given only to those with 

theological graduate degrees? By no means! Paul says in verse seven that they are given to “each 

one.” Each individual in the body is given a manifestation of the Spirit. It is important that we 

understand that each individual in the body is given the manifestation of the Spirit. It is not so 

much the gift that is important, but the work of the Spirit in the midst of the body through these 

gifts. Paul’s interest is that the Corinthian Church realizes the importance of each member as 

they seek to build this community.  

 

The Church’s central problem is their pride. They are not esteeming others better than 

themselves. They are dismissing the necessary role that each member plays in the body. They are 

transforming the Church into a social club where only the elite attend, but they are meant to be 

“instruments of humble love not overweening pride.”
5
 This is precisely Paul’s point thus far: that 

the manifestation of the Spirit through these gifts would unite the church as the Father, Son, and 

Spirit are united.  

                                                           
4
 Charles Hodge, The Crossway Classic Commentaries, I Corinthians, 218. Robert Rayburn observes similarly: “The 

diversity in unity found in the church is found first and ultimately in God himself.” 
5
 Robert Rayburn, Exposition of I Corinthians.  
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And what are the manifestations of the Spirit? Paul gives examples of these gifts in verses eight 

through ten: 

8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the 

utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, 

to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to 

another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various 

kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 

 

  

There are nine gifts mentioned in this list, but we should keep in mind that this is not an 

exhaustive list. There are other lists, most notably the gift of love is conspicuously missing from 

this list. We conclude, therefore, that this list is representative of the diversity of the Spirit’s 

manifestations.  

 

Let us look at these gifts one by one. 

 

First, “For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance/ lo,goj of wisdom…” What is Paul 

referring to by “wisdom?” Paul seems to refer to this wisdom back in chapter two. In chapter 

two, Paul says: “…among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this 

age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7 But we impart a secret and 

hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory.” The rulers of that age, 

that is, the age that was passing away, the age before the New World emerged, the age before the 
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destruction of the temple in AD 70, those rulers had no idea what was coming. But to those who 

are mature, Paul says, wisdom is given to them.  Paul continues in chapter two by stating that: 

“None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the 

Lord of glory.” If this is the context of the word of wisdom in chapter 12, then we conclude that 

the “word of wisdom” is the message of the crucified Messiah. You see, if the rulers knew that 

Christ would usher in a new age with his death and resurrection, they would have never killed 

him. They would have allowed him to live. “If they had understood that the crucifixion would 

start a new world and they would be wiped out, they wouldn’t have crucified Jesus.”
6
 The gift of 

wisdom is for the mature. The mature Christian has an effective role in the New 

Creation/Kingdom of God.  

 

Second, “…and to another the utterance/ lo,goj of knowledge according to the same 

Spirit…” Many commentators have spent many pages trying to distinguish between wisdom and 

knowledge. In fact, one writer says: “The difference between wisdom and knowledge is one that 

no one really knows.”
7
  What can we say? It seems that this word of knowledge refers to some 

sort of spiritual revelatory word. This is some revelation from the Spirit; speaking something that 

is directly given by the Spirit,
8
 whereas wisdom is the maturity to see and understand the New 

Creation. 

 

Third, “to another faith by the same Spirit…” Is this a reference to the same faith that leads to 

salvation? Most likely not. Why? Because the Corinthians are already saints given the gift of 

                                                           
6
 James B. Jordan, Eight lectures on I Corinthians. See wordmp3.com 

7
 Robert Rayburn, Lectures on I Corinthians. Hodge says thusly of word of knowledge: “The message of knowledge, 

as distinguished from the message of wisdom, is probably to be understood of the gift that belonged to teachers.” 
(I Cor., 220). 
8
 I Cor. 14:6…these are “language gifts,” which will all cease when that which is perfect shall come (I Cor. 13:10). 
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faith. So what is this gift? It may refer to a supernatural measure of faith by which supernatural 

works are performed. But the context of this section seems to indicate that confession of Jesus is  

Lord is at the heart of Paul’s letter. It appears that this faith given by the Spirit is a “higher 

measure of the ordinary grace of faith. Such a faith enabled people to become confessors and 

martyrs and is fully illustrated in Hebrews 11:33-40.”
9
 Again, we are dealing with words of 

confession and allegiance to the Lord. Not all are called to martyrdom, but some have this 

distinct role in the life of the early church. As one early father wrote, “The blood of the martyrs 

is the seed of the church.”
10

 

 

Fourth, “to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit…” This is a clear reference to those who 

gifts given to some in order that they might bring about the miraculous healing of diseases.
11

  

 

Fifth, “to another the working of miracles…” Whereas healing the sick is a distinct sort of gift, 

the working of miracles covers all sorts of miraculous events. This may be the ability to raise the 

dead or other such miracles. The point is that these miracles bear witness to the work of God.
12

 

 

Sixth, “to another prophecy…” This is what the prophet said under the inspiration of the Spirit. 

In chapter 14, Paul will focus on the gift of prophecy. What we see is that these are 

“spontaneous, Spirit-inspired, intelligible messages (like in OT), orally delivered in assembly, 

                                                           
9
 Charles Hodge, 221. 

10
 Tertullian, http://www.answers.com/topic/the-blood-of-the-martyrs-is-the-seed-of-the-church 

11
 Again, see Hodge, 221. 

12
 See Hebrews 2:4. 
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intended for edification and encouragement of the body.”
13

 And as Paul says later on concerning 

prophecy, it exists for the sake of orderliness in the church.  

 

Seventh, “to another the ability to distinguish between spirits…” “It was important to have 

people with the gift of determining whether a person was really inspired or spoke only from the 

impulse of his own mind or from dictation of some evil spirit.”
14

 This was the ability to discern 

whether certain things came from the Spirit or whether they were mimicking the idols of the day. 

 

Eighth, “to another various kinds of tongues…” Paul, of course, has a great interest in the gift 

of tongues, because it is the one that is most abused by the Corinthians. The “various kinds of 

tongues” are not incoherent, unintelligible words. Charles Hodge writes, “What was uttered was 

articulate sounds—vehicles of prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. They were edifying and 

therefore intelligible to the person who uttered them. They could be interpreted, which supposes 

them to be intelligible.”
15

 

 

Finally, “to another the interpretation of tongues…” As we have just referenced, in chapter 

14, there were those who articulated to the community what the tongues speaker had said.  

 

Paul concludes this section in verse 11 by saying that: “All these are empowered by one and the 

same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.” As one pastor has so 

articulately stated:  

 

                                                           
13

 Burke Shade, Exposition on I Cor. 12. 
14

 Hodge, 221-222. 
15

 Ibid.  
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All the gifts, even though they are given to each person, are ultimately expressions of the 

Spirit’s own sovereign action in the life of the believer and the community as a whole.  

This is the Pauline version of “the Spirit blows where he wills” from John 3.8.
16

 

 

How shall we then live? 

 

The applications here are as diverse as the gifts given by the Spirit. We will develop these 

applications as the series unfolds. But we can gather from this text: 

…that the Trinity serves as a model for how we must live. The Trinity is not just some random 

topic in a Systematic Theology. God is living among us as Father, Son, and Spirit. “God is not 

impersonal; rather, he moves among us, as three, so that we are brought into the Trinitarian 

communion and fellowship which existed eternally.”
17

 

 

This text teaches us that these gifts are given to serve others. “…they are outward oriented, not 

self-oriented.  There is no self-promotion going on here.  They are not given for personal esteem 

or enrichment, nor for use on TV or in the studio, but in the assembly of God’s people.”
18

 

 

But we also learn from this text that the church is not homogenous. If you want little replicas of 

yourself in the Church, then you do not want the Church God has in mind. The Church is made 

up of different individuals exercising different gifts for the common good. We all believe in 

different models of Christian education in our Church; let us be thankful for that. We and our 

children all have different personalities; let us be thankful for that. We all have different 

                                                           
16

 Rev. Burke Shade. 
17

 Burke Shade 
18

 Ibid.  
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passions; some of us like to be under the water with spears, while others like to stay far away 

from such activities. Some enjoy football season, others can’t stand it. Some enjoy Plato, while 

others enjoy Jane Austen and Shakespeare. The differences could go on and on. Paul’s point is 

that “we should revel in the diversity that God intends and implements and effects.  You should 

learn to love your brothers/sister’s differences.  Diversity, not uniformity, is essential for a 

healthy church.”
19

  

 

Finally, in future sermons we will look at whether these specific gifts are for today or not, but 

what is crucial for our understanding is that the Spirit is still here today. He, with the Father and 

the Son are continually gifting us to carry on the Great Commission through the written word. 

And these gifts we do not despise, but embrace for the sake of the Church and for the sake of 

Christ’s kingdom. In The Name of the Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen. 
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 Ibid. 


