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21 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given 

by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought 

him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every 

male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice 

according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and 

devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had 

been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's 

Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child 

Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and 

blessed God and said, 

29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

according to your word; 

30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 

31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon blessed 

them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many 

in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), 

so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

Prayer: Lord Christ, you have come for us! You have dwelt with us, so we may dwell with you 

forever. Teach us to see in your word how you came and surprised the gates of hell by becoming 

like us at birth and dying like a servant. For this is our prayer, O Lord. Amen. 

 

Sermon: People of God, it is Christmas season! As we progress in this story of redemption, 

comfort and joy, the hymn writer says that “This little babe so few days old is come to rifle 
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Satan’s fold; and hell doth at His presence quake, though he himself for cold doth shake; for in 

this weak unarmed wise, the gates of hell he will surprise.”
1
 

 

This little babe born under the law
2
 comes to Jerusalem to begin his cosmic conspiracy against 

Satan’s fold. He has been circumcised on the eighth day. He is ritually and covenantally brought 

into Israel. Jesus’ circumcision is also a sign of a New Creation, since it is on the eighth day. 

Eight is a picture of a new beginning. In seven days the world was created and on the eighth a 

New Creation emerges. We see pictures of this in the Old Covenant: sacrificial animals were 

required to be eight days old
3
 in order to be acceptable. Priests went through a consecration 

process and on the eighth day they were a new creation, a new Adam.
4
  In circumcision Jesus 

becomes the New Adam who will crush the evil serpent. 
5
 The importance of circumcision also 

reminds us that this is being performed on a passive child, which sets forth clearly that this is not 

something we do, it is not of works, but it is God’s grace that is given to us.
6
 Jesus’ circumcision 

identifies Him with us. Jesus’ circumcision was his first shedding of blood for us.  

 

After Jesus’ circumcision, Mary and Joseph who are faithful to the law come for purification. 

The Law of Moses “stated that mothers were ritually unclean for 40 days following the birth of a son. 

That meant they could not enter the temple or join in the corporate worship of Israel until they engaged in 

a ritual of purification.”
7
 The sacrifices required are stated in verses 24: “a pair of turtledoves, or 

two young pigeons.” Luke takes this from the law in Leviticus, which states that a lamb a year 

                                                           
1
 This Little Babe, by Benjamin Britten, see http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rzI73MngRaw 

2
 Galatians 4:4. 

3
 Exodus 22:30; Lev. 22:37. 

4
 Some helpful insights from Rev. Dennis Tuuri (CREC-Oregon) 

5
 Genesis 3:15; 17:14. 

6
 Dave Hatcher (CREC) offers great insight into this passage. Trinity Church, WA. 

7
 Steven Wright, PCA. Comments on Luke 2; BH and sermon outline.  
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old should be used for an ascension offering, but then Leviticus says that if a person cannot 

afford a lamb, then they can take two turtledoves or two young pigeons.
8
 Luke assumes that 

Mary and Joseph are only able to buy the latter and not the lamb. This does not mean as some 

have proposed that Mary and Joseph were desperately poor. Joseph was after all a carpenter. He 

must have had money to pay lodging fees and other expenses. We must at least affirm for 

whatever reason they were unable to purchase the more expensive offering of a lamb.
9
 This may 

be because the lamb in those days was only purchased by those of the upper class and Mary and 

Joseph were middle-class.
10

 Or it is possible that Luke is teaching us a theological lesson, and 

that is, that the Lamb is already in their presence, the little babe.
11

 

 

 But the message is that Mary and Joseph are faithful to the Law of Moses. This purification 

requirement “placed before the eyes of the Jews both the corruption of their nature, and the 

remedy of divine grace.”
12

 Mary, as a sinner needed to be purified through these sacrifices 

because of her uncleanness and Jesus needed to be consecrated to the Lord following the Law, 

which stated that Yahweh demanded that all first-borns be dedicated to Him in remembrance of 

His deliverance in Egypt.
13

 What we see in verses 21-24 is that “Joseph and Mary (are) acting as 

faithful Israelites, fulfilling the requirements of the Law after the birth of a first-born son. This is 

what brings them to Jerusalem, and this is what sets the stage for the meeting of Simeon and 

Jesus.”14 

                                                           
8
 Leviticus 5:11; 12:8. 

9
 William, Hendriksen. New Testament Commentary, pg. 164-165. James B. Jordan suggests that the lamb was only 

for those who were well off, whereas Joseph was middle class. 
10

 Seems to be JBJ’s thoughts on the matter. 
11

 Jeremy Sexton offered a similar idea on the BH list. 
12

 PC Study Bible, Calvin’s commentary on Luke 2. 
13

 Numbers 3:13. 
14

 Steven Wright. 
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In verses 25 we are introduced to Simeon, a righteous and devout man. It is in the temple where 

this divine meeting takes place. We saw last week the great meeting between Mary and 

Elizabeth. Today we see this God-ordained meeting between Simeon and Jesus. Why does all 

this happen in the temple? It is because the temple is the locus (center) of God’s presence among 

men.
15

 It is the center of the world for Israel. Christ, the New Temple comes into the temple. 

Christ, Israel’s great hope comes to the center of Israel’s world. 

 

It is here where Simeon has been waiting all these years for the consolation of Israel. He has 

been waiting for years or perhaps decades for God to come and give us rest and comfort. And the 

Spirit reveals to him that he will not see death until He sees the Lord’s anointed, the Messiah. 

“There had been four centuries of prophetic silence. There was no king upon David’s throne. The 

Romans occupied the land. It seems that many in Israel had given up on the prophetic hope, but 

Simeon was not among them. He clung to the promises of the prophets that anticipated the Lord 

bringing comfort to His people through the provision of salvation.
16

  He meditated on the words 

of Isaiah 40: “Comfort, yes, comfort My people!” Says your God. “Speak comfort to Jerusalem, 

and cry out to her, that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned….” 

 

The One who would cleanse Israel and make her new is now in the temple, and the Spirit leads 

Simeon to see this Savior. Can you imagine what it must have been to wait all these years? 

All these years waiting to be comforted and to see the New David now comes to an end.  

 

                                                           
15

 Dave Hatcher offered some similar thoughts on this Temple/Israel/Christ motif.  
16

 Steven Wright, PCA. Preached at Bethel PCA 20 December 2009. 
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As Mary and Joseph enter the temple, Simeon takes him up in his arms. This implies that Mary 

or Joseph knew about Simeon’s reputation, especially since they were faithful attendants of the 

feasts in Jerusalem. It is possible that as they entered the temple and saw Simeon they simply 

handed Jesus over to this faithful servant and Simeon blessed God and said: 

29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

according to your word; 

30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 

31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

and for glory to your people Israel.” 

This is the famous Nunc Dimitis, which means “Now, send me away.” This is Simeon’s song of 

fulfillment. 

Simeon is blessing God for His faithfulness in bringing His promises to pass. Just like Mary who 

was God’s servant, Simeon refers to himself as a servant. And what is his request in this song? 

Let me die in peace. Why, because the fruit of his waiting has come to an end.
17

 He says Now, I 

am ready to depart this world, because the peace I long waited for is lying in my arms.  

He bases this fulfillment on the promise of the Word. It is according to your word that I believed 

this would happen. It was your Holy word that promised a deliverer to Israel.  

“The Lord had promised salvation to His people, and Simeon declares that he has seen the 

salvation from God in the unlikely guise of a helpless little baby just 40 days old. He sees this 

baby with the eyes of faith, based on the revelation he has received from the Holy Spirit. For 

                                                           
17

 Thanks to Jeff Harlow for his helpful insights. 
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anyone who has seen Jesus with the eyes of faith, death is not an enemy to be feared. It is what it 

was for Simeon – a departure in peace.”
18

 

This salvation is the light for the Gentiles and for the people of Israel. In Isaiah 42 Yahweh says 

that He will give a light for the nations to open their eyes. This salvation and light are connected 

and it comes to Israel and the whole world. In this song we begin to see what will eventually take 

place throughout the books of Acts and Paul’s letters. The revelation of God goes forth to all 

the nations of the earth. It is no longer a Jewish-centered revelation, but it is a cosmic message 

for all the peoples. The Great Commission is promised to be fulfilled with the going forth of this 

Light.  

 

This revelation is for glory to Israel. It is from Israel that all the nations of the earth will be 

blessed. It is glory to Israel because “…as Jesus was born into Israel, marked with the sign of 

God’s covenant with Israel, and perfectly fulfilled the Law given to Israel, He was fulfilling all 

that Israel had been called to do but had always failed to achieve. In Jesus, Israel reached her 

destiny, and so Jesus brought glory to Israel. Her salvation shined forth the revelation of 

salvation to the whole world.”
19

 

But salvation never comes easily. It comes with sacrifice. This is precisely what we read in 

verses 33-35: “And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And 

Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall 

and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through 

your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

                                                           
18

 Steven Wright. 
19

 Ibid. Steven seems to be echoing Bishop N.T. Wright. 
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The prophecy of Simeon is fulfilled as a sword will pierce the heart of Mary as she sees her son 

rejected and despised, and ultimately crucified on a tree. “There is an unmistakable anticipation 

of the coming conflict surrounding the mission of Jesus. There will be no such thing as a neutral 

attitude towards Him or His gospel. Every man is doomed in himself, and there is no salvation 

except for those who come to Jesus. But many would contradict the sign of salvation and resist 

Him, even to His crucifixion. This rejection brought about the fall of the temple, the fall of 

Jerusalem, and the end of the special place as God’s chosen people.”
20

 But to those who embrace 

the Messianic mission and kingdom, the light comes to the blind and the blind see the salvation 

of Israel and the entire world. 

 

How shall we then live? 

 

The faith of Simeon is a joyful, expectant faith. Mary answered the angel by saying, “Let it be 

done according to your word.” Simeon’s song asks that his departure from this world is in peace 

“according to your word.” The testimonies of these individuals are to the faithfulness and 

trustworthiness of the Word of the Lord. It is a sure Word. It is a Word that promises and fulfills. 

Those who are most honored in Scriptures are those who submit most to the will of God in His 

revelation. How are we as a people engaging God’s revelation? Are we admonishing one another 

to live biblically and faithfully? Can you say that you embrace Simeon’s faith in the Word’s 

promises? If Simeon had lived by sight, he would have never touched the Word made flesh. 

 

We may have read a past fulfillment of prophecy, but we still wait for future fulfillment of 

prophecy. In one sense prophecy is being fulfilled every day in our lives. Christ has promised to 
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 Dave Hatcher. 
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be with us, He fulfills this by being with us today. Simeon says that He comes to be a 

consolation for Israel and the entire world. This is being fulfilled today as He brings His peace 

far as the curse is found. But we also wait to see the promises of a cosmic renewal of this present 

world. We often say that during Christmas everyone embraces an optimistic view of the future, 

since most of our Christmas song contains the triumph of Christ in the world. Does our 

triumphant Christmas music reflect our thinking about the fulfillment of prophecy? Or have we 

adopted the view of defeatist Christianity, which says that if the ship is sinking why polish the 

brass? Have we adopted the view of pietistic Christianity, which says that only the heart matters? 

Have we adopted the view of sentimental Christianity, which teaches that the climax of 

Christmas is a white Christmas? Have we adopted the view of Gnostic Christianity, which says 

that Christ affects only the individual and not the society? If we have fallen for any of these false 

views, we have not truly understood Christmas. Christmas is the consolation of the world in the 

person of Jesus Christ, the Lord of history, and we wait like Simeon for the Consolation of Israel 

to fulfill His promises day after day. “…and hell doth at His presence quake, though he himself 

for cold doth shake; for in this weak unarmed wise, the gates of hell he will surprise.” 

 

 In the Name of the Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

 


