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Providence Church (CREC) 

The Fourth Sunday in Advent 

December 20th, 2009, 42nd sermon 

Sermon: Advent: A Triumphal Greeting 

Text: Luke 1:39-45 

Pastor Uriesou T. Brito 

 

Text: 39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 

40 and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when Elizabeth heard 

the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 

fruit of your womb! 43 And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to 

me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb 

leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was 

spoken to her from the Lord.” 
 

Prayer: We thank you Lord for the joy of this Season; a season filled with terror for those who 

hate you, but filled with Promise, Hope, and Expectation for those who love You. Conquer us, O 

Christ again today by your word and make us fit for your kingdom, even as we hear your word. 

For this is our prayer, O Lord. Amen. 

 

Sermon: People of God, as we have seen in these last two weeks, the triumphal prophet prepares 

the way of the Lord as Messiah ushers in His kingdom proclaiming repentance and baptism for 

the forgiveness of sins. John the Forerunner and Jesus the Messiah are not far apart in age, but 

redemptively they mark the transition of the ages. John marks the end of the Old Creation and 

Jesus enters the scene inaugurating a new age, the age of Gospel reconciliation and the age of 

Kingdom expansion. In this new kingdom the world is being put to right and the political 

structures are turned upside down as they slowly, but surely submit to the New King in town, 

Jesus, the Anointed One. 

 

But our narrative this morning takes us back to the beginning. It takes us back to the time when 

the great Prophet had not yet been born, and when the Long-Expected Jesus in human flesh had 

not yet seen the world, which One day would be ruled by Him. 
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The context is a familiar one. The angel Gabriel is sent by God to that impoverished village to a 

young poor engaged woman named Mary. The angel greets Mary with the familiar words used 

throughout the Older Covenant Scriptures, “Do not be afraid,” and tells her that she will bear a 

son. Mary is highly perplexed at this strange greeting, which leads her to ask the inevitable 

question: “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 1 

 

In those days people got married much younger than we do in this day. The angel responds by 

stating that this birth is from God Himself. The modern day skeptic looks at this and they say: 

“How is this possible under the laws of Science?” It isn’t! God’s work is not subject to scientific 

laws. This is a miracle. “And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called 

holy—the Son of God.”
2
  

 

In Mary’s shock, the angel alleviates her amazement by pointing to another amazing and 

miraculous birth. Elizabeth, who was barren, will now be blessed with a child. This language 

echoes the language of Genesis 18 when the angel told Sarah that she will have a son in her old 

age. Sarah’s amazement was followed by laughter and distrust in the providence of God, but 

notice Mary’s response: “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your 

word.”
3
 Mary was amazed, as anyone would have been in her situation, but her response is one 

of immediate faith. She says to the angel: “Not my will, but the will of God be done!”  

                                                           
1
 Many of these observations come from Rich Lusk in his sermon on Luke 1. Lusk expounds brilliantly on the 

typological character of these passages. However, he—following Patristic typology—sees Mary as the New Eve. I 
humbly disagree. Mary is a picture of the New Eve, but not the New Eve. The New Eve is the Church. Perhaps Lusk 
would agree with my assessment, but I see no reason to see Mary as the New Eve. 
2
 Luke 1:35. 

3
 Luke 1:38. 
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This is a very important lesson for Protestant evangelicals. We as Protestants have for very long 

dismissed the importance of Mary in the story of redemption. We have overacted to the abuses of 

other traditions who exalt Mary to an idolatrous status. It is certainly fine to speak out against 

abuses, but let us not diminish, as a result, the importance of Mary. She was the Mother of 

God/Incarnate.
4
 We read in Luke 2:52 that Jesus grew in wisdom and stature and in favor with 

God and man. Where does this maturity come from? It comes from Jesus’ earthly parents who 

were faithful to God. They took him to the Feast every year,
5
 and Mary was especially crucial in 

the development of Jesus’ wisdom and favor. In fact, we see this clearly in our narrative. Mary’s 

response was a response of faithfulness and willing submission to will of the Father. When Jesus 

is in the Garden of Gethsemane considering the suffering of death on the cross, he says: “Not my 

will, but Your will be Done.” This is precisely Mary’s language to the angel: “Let it be done 

according to Your will and Your word.” Jesus also learns to be a servant from His mother who 

says in verse 38: “Behold, I am your servant.” Hence, we as Protestants need to give praise 

where praise is due. Mary is a faithful servant who is obedient to the call of God to bear the 

Savior of the world.  

 

Mary is also accepting to suffer the shame of being pregnant out of wedlock. In that culture it 

would be a scandal, an outcast, and in some cases it even meant capital punishment.
6
 But Mary 

believed that she would bear Her Savior who would redeem her from her sins and the 

consequences meant nothing to her. 

 

                                                           
4
 Theotokos. 

5
 Luke 2:41-52. 

6
 Rich Lusk. I am very much indebted to Lusk’s thoughts on this passage.  
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It is important to remember that though Mary knew Elizabeth was with child, Elizabeth did not 

know concerning Mary. In verse 40 the Bible quickly informs us that Mary greets Elizabeth, and  

that greeting leads to all sorts of supernatural reactions.  

 

The text says: “And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb.” 

There are two implications in this passage that need to be carefully considered:
7
 

 

The first point is that God does not need a full grown intellect to work. He works in babies. This 

is not a solitary example in redemptive history. God works in infants, and the Spirit of God is 

even at work in children before the moment of conception. As you read the Scriptures you will 

find very quickly that God does not need an age of ability or accountability, or a certain IQ for 

God to work. The Spirit of God works in babies even in the womb. This becomes very clear with 

Luke’s use of the Greek word bre,foj.,8 which means an “unborn” or a “newborn” baby. The more 

you understand this and other passages you will begin to see the rationale for treating covenant 

children as children of the Kingdom, and also you will begin to see why it is so important that 

children of the covenant receive the elements of the Lord’s Supper.  

 

Secondly, this also proves the personhood of the infant in the womb. The child is recognized 

fully as a person.
9
 The baby leaps with joy echoing the Psalmist: “Even before a word is on my 

tongue, behold, O Lord, you know it altogether. You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your 

                                                           
7
 Rich Lusk’s book Paedofaith speaks much more concerning this issue. Of course, one cannot speak of infant faith 

without considering Psalm 22:9. 
8
 Bible Works 7.0. 

9
 Lusk. 
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hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high; I cannot attain it.”
10

 We see 

this again in verse 44: “…when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my 

womb leaped for joy.” The Greek word “leap” is from the root word “skirta,w,”11
 This same 

word is used in the Septuagint-- which is the oldest Greek version of the Old Testament-—in 

Genesis 25. In Genesis 25 the same word is used for the “struggling of Jacob and Esau in 

Rebecca's womb.”
12

 It seems that John the Baptist is already demonstrating the nature of his call 

as Forerunner. He is already expressing zeal before he enters the world; the same zeal, which he 

will have when he introduces Messiah into the world. 

 

And when the baby leaps, then the reactions begin one after the other. She is filled with the 

Spirit, and then she cries aloud: “Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb.” Then she asks: “Why am I so honored to have the mother of my Lord come to me?” In 

verse 44 she summarizes the sequence of events when she says: “when the sound of your 

greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.”
13

 Mary then remains with 

Elizabeth for three months until she bore a son. Why is this series of events written by the pen 

of St. Luke?  What is the writer pointing us to? This narrative is very carefully constructed 

because it is echoing the words of II Samuel 6.
14

 

 

What is happening in II Samuel 6? In that passage the Ark of the Covenant is being brought to 

Jerusalem. The ark is the Shekinah Glory of God. It reveals the Lord’s favor toward Israel. As 

                                                           
10

 Psalm 139:4-6. 
11

 Several textual observations come from Matthew Henry. 
12

 Matthew Henry. 
13

 1:44. 
14

 You can find this clearly laid out in Art Just’s commentary on Luke for the Condordia Commentary Series. Thanks  
to Rich Lusk and Craig Beaton for the reference. 
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the ark comes to Jerusalem, David’s response is that he leaps for joy because the Shekinah Glory 

of God was coming near.
15

 As Mary who is bearing the Shekinah Glory of God himself comes 

near to Elizabeth, the baby leaped for joy. As the ark contained the word of God, Mary contains 

the Word made flesh. “The ark contained the manna from heaven the Israelites ate in the 

wilderness; Mary contains the True Bread that is come down from heaven.”
16

 When the ark 

arrived, David blesses the people;
17

 Elizabeth blesses Mary. Finally, the Ark of the Covenant 

remains three months in Israel, just as Mary bearing the True Ark of the Covenant remains three 

months with Elizabeth.  

 

Elizabeth’s question in verse 43 is really crucial to understanding this encounter. Why should I 

be honored with a visit from the mother of my Lord? Elizabeth’s child leaps because of the 

expectation. John leaps because of Advent. Elizabeth rejoices because the greater David is 

coming and Mary has the unique grace of bearing the King of Kings. She will bear a Son who is 

the Promised One. She will bring into this world the God-Man. Mary will bear “God’s own self 

in human form.”
 18

 The Creator becomes a Creature. The unapproachable One approached us in 

absolute humility. 

 

This encounter reveals the magnitude of what is going to happen. In the Incarnation, earth will 

bow in honor as its Creator will enter it. The Shekinah Glory of God will dwell those with whom 

He is well pleased. Thus, this is the Advent expectation.  

How shall we then live? 

                                                           
15

 II Samuel 6:16. Lusk summarizes these parallels. 
16

 Lusk. 
17

 II Samuel 6:18. 
18

 Lusk. 
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We live like Elizabeth, yet with greater hope than Elizabeth, for we live in the light of His first 

Coming and experience His Coming again and again for us in this liturgy. He comes to rescue us 

from ourselves, to forgive us, and to call us to bow before Him. 

How Shall we then live? 

 But we must not forget the life of Mary; the life of unquestionable faith, the faith of an 

honorable mother, even though she would suffer the shame and agony to come. When Mary 

embraces her calling in life to bear the world’s Savior, she cannot contain her joy. What does 

someone do in light of overwhelming delight? Our narrative says in verse 39 that she went with 

haste to a town in Judah to visit Elizabeth. Matthew Henry writes: 

 

… it is very beneficial and comfortable for those that have a good work of grace begun in 

their souls, and Christ in the forming there, to consult those who are in the same case, that 

they may communicate experiences one to another.
19

 

 

This is significant to realize in our own lives. “It is not until Mary communes with another 

Christian that all of this begins to make sense. In our Christian lives, we cannot understand 

God’s work and words apart from community.”
20

It is in the community of saints where God’s 

mysteries are made known.  

It calls us also to rejoice with those who rejoice. That glorious meeting is marked in the pages of 

redemptive history: the day when the mother of the Forerunner met with the mother of the 

Forerunner’s Lord. And this is at the center of this passage. Everything from the meeting of 

Mary with Elizabeth, to the leaping of John in Elizabeth’s womb, to Elizabeth’s proclamation 

that Mary is blessed; all this has Christ at the center of it all.  

 

                                                           
19

 Matthew Henry, On-line commentary on Luke 1. 
20

 Lusk. 
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It is Christ who leads Mary to sing the Magnificat. It is Mary’s hope and faith in her son, not yet 

born, that causes her to sing a song of praise. Her Son is Her Lord and the Lord of Israel. The 

entirety of the Magnificat is about Christ overturning the tables of the political and civil order 

and bringing mercy and the might of might of His right Arm to provide all things to faithful 

Israel. It is about scattering the proud and bringing down the mighty from their thrones. As 

Pastor Rich Lusk observes, “there is no hint of sentimentalism in this text…there are no 

chestnuts roasting on an open fire and there is no white Christmas.”
21

 It is about restoring the 

broken-hearted and cleansing the filth of sin. As Luther writes: 

God is the kind of Lord who does nothing but exalt those of low degree and put 

down the mighty from their thrones…(He) break(s) what is whole and make(s) 

whole what is broken.
22

 

Our joy is that in the Coming of Christ we too are restored, we too are made whole and we are 

restored and made whole every time we meet together. When we meet we greet one another with 

the words of comfort and joy. 

 In the words of Luther’s hymn: 

My heart for joy doth leap, 

My lips no more can silence keep, 

I too must sing, with joyful tongue, 

That sweetest ancient cradle song: 

Glory to God in highest heaven, 

Who unto us His Son hath given!
23

 Thanks be to God! 

    

 In the Name of the Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen. 

                                                           
21

 Lusk’s sermon notes. 
22

 Luther. Quoted in Lusk sermon notes. I made a few changes in order to make the quote more readable.  
23

 Luther. Cantus, 232; From Heaven Above to Earth I Come. 


