
A Reformed Evangelical Congregation  

The Lord’s Service 

13 January 2019 

2nd Sunday in Epiphany 

10th Anniversary of  Pastor Uri Brio’s Coming to Providence 

Welcome 

In the name of  Jesus Christ our Lord, we at Providence Church open wide our 

doors and welcome all who are spiritually weak and seek rest; all who mourn and 

long for comfort; all who struggle and desire victory; all who sin and need the  

Savior; all who are strangers and want fellowship; all who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness; all who are poor in spirit and desire the riches of  the gospel; all who 

will come to Jesus Christ in living faith and repentance, looking to Him as both  

Liberator and Lord.  If  you are a visitor of  Providence Church, we are grateful that 

you have joined us in our highest privilege, worshipping the Triune God.  We hope 

you stay and talk with us after the service so we can get to know you better.  If  you 

would like to talk to Pastor Brito throughout the week, please feel free to either call 

him at 850.377.3049 or to email him at uriesou@gmail.com. Please visit our website 

at www.providencepensacola.org. 



Why Does the Pastor 

Wear a Robe? 

 

At Providence Church the pastors typically wear simple white robes with a stole in a color that reflects the Church     
Season. This is our practice for several reasons: 

1. The robe helps emphasize the office of the pastor and de-emphasize the personality of the man in the pulpit. Sometimes it’s hard to be 
led in worship by an elder or pastor who is a good friend or a peer or even (especially) one who is younger. To help us get 
over this feeling, the church in general, and the Reformed church in particular, has historically placed special robes on her 
ministers when they conduct worship. This helps us remember that it is not just good ol’ Uri or Al up there; rather, it is 
God’s appointed minister leading us into God’s presence, speaking His Word and ministering at the Table. 

2. The pastor who leads the worship plays a symbolic role during worship. When he leads the congregation in prayer before God, he 
symbolizes Christ leading the church in prayer before the Father. When he reads and preaches the Word, he symbolizes 
Christ, the husband, speaking to his holy bride, washing her in the Word. The robe is not meant to set him above the       
congregation, but to set him apart because of his unique office as pastor during the Lord’s Day worship service. 

3. The pastor is not a businessman. He is not the CEO of the ecclesiastical corporation. A starched shirt, suit and tie is the 
weekday uniform of a lawyer or business man. This has become de facto the American Evangelical clerical garb. This 
“uniform” often communicates precisely the wrong message in our churches and the communities in which we minister. Our 
pastors too often seek to conform to the patterns and symbols of authority prevalent in American culture. It is simply not 
possible to escape the symbolism of clothing. When the minister of the Word wears a robe, it helps to focus the congregation 
on the work of Christ and the Apostles, for the minister has no authority outside of them. 

4. The robe adds dignity and reverence to our services. The Lord’s Day worship service is a Day set apart for worship.  While all 
that we do is before the Face of God, Sunday is a Day of Resurrection and the white robe reminds us of our place in Christ 
and around the throne of God (Rev. 6:11; 7:9ff) 

 

Possible Objections 

Does the robe mean that the pastor is better than everyone else? Does the robe make the pastor closer to God? No, but 
these are good questions. Possible objections to pastoral robes include the following: 

1. It is too Roman Catholic. Even here we have to be circumspect. Roman Catholics are wrong in many areas, but we need 
to be careful not to throw out the baby with the bath water. Just because Roman Catholics do it, doesn’t automatically make 
it wrong or undesirable. Besides, if you care to check it out, Reformed pastors in the past actually wore uniforms of some 
kind not just in worship, but during the week as well. There is nothing characteristically Roman Catholic about pastors wear-
ing distinctive clothing during worship services. 

2. The formality will turn people off. Sadly, many mistakenly think that avoiding formality and ceremony is an evidence of  
simple faith and humility. But C.S. Lewis wrote, “The modern habit of doing ceremonial things unceremoniously is no proof 
of humility; rather it proves the worshiper’s inability to forget himself in the rite, and his readiness to spoil for everyone else 
the proper place of ritual.” 

3. The robe will make the pastor unapproachable. Not so. If it is coupled with a humble spirit it makes him more approachable 
in his capacity as pastor. It reminds the body that this man is a minister for the people. The robe will highlight the pastor’s 
office and role. In fact, people may be more apt to address the pastor with spiritual questions and concerns 

 

Summary 

By placing a robe on our minister at Providence Church, we are 1) taking a stand against the current Evangelical church’s 
tendency to transform the pastorate into something like an executive position (the CEO of the church!) by mimicking   
American corporate attire, and 2) seeking to bring our practice in line with what the Bible implies, back in line with what the 
historic Church has practiced, and in line with what other Reformed churches do worldwide. 



God is Renewing His Covenant With His People 

God Calls Us And Cleanses Us 
 

Prelude Lydia Dearrington  

Exhortation:  Glad to Sacrifice  

Call to Worship (Please Stand) 

Pastor: Let us worship God, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 18:20; 28:19 

People: Amen 

Salutation: The Lord be with you!                                                                      Ruth 2:4 

People: And also with you! 

I rejoiced when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord!”        Psalm 122:1-2 

    Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

Our help is in the Name of the Lord.        Psalm 121:1-2 

    Maker of heaven and earth. 

Pastor:  Dearly beloved brethren if we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us, but if we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Therefore I pray 
and beseech you, as many as are here present, to accompany me with a pure heart and humble voice unto the throne 
of heavenly grace. 

Come, let us worship and bow down.                                                    Psalm 95:6 

People: And kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

(Let all who are able kneel) 

Pastor: Most merciful God, 

All: Holy Father, you see us as we are, and know our inmost thoughts. We confess that we 

are unworthy of your gracious care. We forget that all life comes from you and that to you all 

life returns. We have not sought to do your will with our whole hearts. We have not lived as 

grateful children, nor loved as Christ loved us. Apart from you, we are nothing. Only your 

grace can sustain us. Lord, in your mercy, forgive us, heal us, and make us whole. Set us free 

from our sin, and restore us to the joy of your salvation now and forever. Amen. 

(Continue Kneeling for Silent Confession) 

Assurance of Pardon 

(Rise and Hear the Good News of God’s Forgiveness) 

Pastor: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in loving kindness. He has not dealt with 
us according to our sins nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. On this day know surely Your sins are forgiven 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.                                         Acts 13:38 

All: Thanks be to God. Our sins are forgiven in Jesus’ name. Amen! 

Hymn of Faith (Please Stand)       Let All The Stars in the Skies Give Praise, pg. 254  
    People: Amen. 

 

 



God Consecrates and Raises Up to Heaven 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts! 

People: We lift them up to the Lord! 

Let us Give Thanks to the Lord our God! 

It is proper and right to do so. 

SANCTUS 

Pastor:  Truly it is fitting, right, wholesome and beneficial that we should at all times, and in all  

places, give thanks to You O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God.  Therefore, with  

angels and archangels, with all the company of heaven, and with all the Church on earth, we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 



*Responsive Psalm                                            Psalm 51:9-19 

 

Pastor: Hide your face from my sins, 
    People: And all my liabilities blot out. 
A clean heart create in me, O God, 
    And a steadfast spirit renew within me. 
Do not cast me away from before you, 
    And your holy Spirit do not take from me. 
Return to me the gladness of your salvation, 
    And with a willing spirit support me. 
I will teach rebels your way,  
    And sinners to you will return. 
Free me from bloodguiltiness, O God, God of my salvation, 
    And my tongue will celebrate your righteousness. 
Lord, my lips you will open, 
    And my mouth will declare your praise, 
For you do not desire sacrifice, or I would give it; 
    In Ascension offering you do not delight. 
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
    A heart broken and crushed, O God, you do not despise. 
Do good, in your favor, to Zion;    
    You will build the walls of Jerusalem. 
Then you will be pleased with righteous sacrifices, Ascension offering and Whole offering. 
    Then they will make bulls ascend on your altar.  
All: Amen! Yes, Amen. 

  

Confession of the Nicene Creed (please remain standing) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and  

unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from  Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the  

power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he 

was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.    
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 



Pastoral prayer and Sung Lord’s Prayer (see hymnal’s back cover) 
 

Please respond at the end of each section: 
Pastor: Father, hear our prayer! 
    People: For Your Steadfast Love Endures Forever! 

 

Reading of God’s Word (Please Stand) 

 

Old Covenant Reading:                                                                      Number 15:1-15  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God. 

New Covenant Reading:                                                                              Philippians 2:1-11 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading in the Midst of the People:                                                  Mark 12:28-24 

Pastor: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of the Month:  Saw You Never In The Twilight, Insert  

People: Amen. 

Sermon: Rev Michael Schneider (Outline on back 2 pages) 

Title: The Pastor Poured Out Like a Drink Offering 

Text  Philippians 2:12-18 

Offertory:                                           (Ex. 23:15; 34:20; Dt. 16:16) 

Pastor: Let us worship God with our tithes and offerings.  

Hymn of Faith: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence, pg. 241  
    People: Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Pastor: Christians, how do you respond to our Lord? 
  

    People: We give only what the Lord has first given to us. 

    We present ourselves as living sacrifices, 

    And we offer the sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving. 

    We cheerfully give these tithes and offerings 

    In obedience to the Lord, for the glory of His Name, 

    The health of the Church, and for the sake of the world. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



God Communes With Us 

The Lord’s Supper is observed every Sunday as the climax of covenant renewal worship. We  
invite to the Lord’s Table all those who are baptized disciples of Jesus Christ, under the          
authority of Christ and his body, the Church. By eating the bread and wine with us as a visitor, 
you are acknowledging to the Session of this local church that you are in  covenant with God as 
an active member of a congregation in which the Gospel is  faithfully confessed. If you have any 
doubt about your participation, please speak to one of the pastors before or after the service. 

 
Celebration of Holy Communion  (Please be seated) 

Passing of the Bread (“The Lord be with you” “The Lord bless you”) 

Passing of the Wine (“The Peace of Christ be with you” “And also with you”)    

Congregational Response Gloria Patri  

(Please Stand with Hands Raised) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end, A-men, A-men. 

God Commissions Us 

The Lord’s Commission Matthew 28:18-20 

Pastor:  Our mouths will speak the praise of the Lord!  

    People: Let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever. AMEN!         Psalm 145:21 

 

Closing Hymn: Psalm 148, From Heav’n O Praise the Lord, pg. 192 

    People: Amen! 

Benediction                                                      Numbers 6:24-26 

Threefold Amen 

Pastor: Go in Peace to Love and to Serve our Risen Christ!     

    All: Amen!  
 
 





Announcements: 

Next Ladies’ study January 16th.  Chapter 9 of Feminine Threads 

Men’s Study begins again in February. We will be studying Jeremiah.  Let Pastor Stout know if you are 
interested so we can order enough books. 

Fellowship Meal January 27th 

Vespers Service with Pizza and Salad February 6th  

 



THE PASTOR POURED OUT LIKE A DRINK OFFERING  (Phil. 2:12-18)  
Providence Church, 1/13/19 

 
 

I. FAITHFUL PASTORS ARE SAID TO BE “POURED OUT ON THE SACRIFICE AND SERVICE” 
OF THEIR PEOPLE: (Phil. 2:17) ….if I am being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice 
and service of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all.  

 
A. Paul had a very special relationship with the Philippian church.  He had a great love for the    
people, and great appreciation for their “sacrifice and service.” He sees himself, as a shepherd and elder, 
as being like one of the auxiliary drink offerings of the old covenant law which was poured out beside the 
main sacrifices (Lev. 23:12-13; Num. 15:4-7).  
 
B. The main sacrificial offering itself is that of the Philippian believers; and Paul is being “poured out 
on their sacrifice and service” (Phil. 2:17). Yes, there are still sacrificial offerings in the New Covenant, 
but not a sacrificial atonement for sin.  These sacrifices are based on the one completed, finished sacrifice 
of Christ, which can never be repeated. (Rom. 12:1-2; Heb. 13:12-16). 
 

 C. The concept of being “poured” out is crucial to the work of the pastor.  The Old Covenant drink 
offering was actually poured out on the ground.  The “pouring out” of something valuable often indicat-
ed the willingness to tirelessly and selflessly and joyfully give up something very valuable to         
demonstrate love and concern for     others. (II Sam. 23:14-17; Mark 14:3-9; Matt. 26:6-13; John 12:2-8). 
You, as a congregation, are offering up “sacrifices” to God in your worship, and in your service. And 
your pastor is poured out as a drink offering in    connection with your sacrifice. 

 
II. THIS “SACRIFICIAL CALLING” OF THE PASTOR IS NOT ONLY HIS WILLINGNESS TO 

DIE FOR HIS PEOPLE, BUT HIS ENTIRE LIFE OF MINISTRY. (Phil. 1:19-26) 
A. It sounds as if Paul is anticipating the possibility of his death when he says, “IF I am being  
         poured out as a drink offering…”  But see 1:7-8, 20. 
B. The drink offering is rather his life of ministry; His entire life is a sacrifice – all that he  

undergoes during his time as a minister of the gospel, not just his death –. Is it a difficult task?       
(II Cor. 2:14-16; 3:5-6). 

C. The opposition is very great – the world, the flesh, and the devil. 
D. He is not a “one man show,” but is willing to have others serve with him, alongside of them,  

even to share the leadership with others: Timothy (2:19-24); Epaphroditus (2:25-30). 
 

III. THE RESPONSE OF THE MINISTER TO THIS SACRIFICAL CALLING IS TO REJOICE. 

(Phil. 2:17) Does Pastor Uri exemplify this joy in serving you and serving with you? In being “poured 

out” for you?  

(Continued on back) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Providence Church 

Senior Pastor: Uri Brito (850 377-3049) 

Associate Pastor: Alan Stout (850 324-1479) 

Elder Ron Gilley (850 384-2137) 

Deacons: Ron Smith (850 516-2074) 

Kevin Heifner (562 279-6847) 

Jim Hunter (251 377-2197) 

Ed Gregg (845 642-2467) 

 

Mailing Address: 1765 E. Nine Mile Rd, Ste, 1, #203 

Pensacola, FL 32514 

Website: www.providencepensacola.org 

Providence Church is a member of the Communion of Reformed Evangelical Churches (CREC),  

and members of the Athanasius Presbytery  

IV. THE RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE IS TO REJOICE WITH THEIR PASTOR (Heb. 
13:7, 17). Do you as a congregation rejoice in the sacrifice in which your pastor is “poured 
out” upon the sacrifice and service of your faith? See what your response must be in the con-
text of Phil. 2:17-18: 

       A. JOY – (Phil. 4:4; Heb. 13:7, 17)                                                                                                                                                       
       B. LOVE –  (Phil. 2:1-2)                                                                                                                                                                                                    

C. FELLOWSHIP – (Phil. 1:5; 2:1; 3:19;  I John 1:3,6,7) – community, communion of the 
saints                                                                                                             D. UNITY – (Phil. 
2:1-2) – Concern for the corporate well-being of the church.                                                                                                       
E. HUMILITY (Phil. 2:3)                                                                                                                                 

       F. SELFLESSNESS – deference – putting others before self – (Phil. 2:4,21).                                                                                                    
G. CONSOLING ONE ANOTHER – Comforting one another (Phil. 2:1-2).                                                                                           


