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Welcome 

In the name of  Jesus Christ our Lord, we at Providence Church open wide our 

doors and welcome all who are spiritually weak and seek rest; all who mourn and 

long for comfort; all who struggle and desire victory; all who sin and need the  

Savior; all who are strangers and want fellowship; all who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness; all who are poor in spirit and desire the riches of  the gospel; all who 

will come to Jesus Christ in living faith and repentance, looking to Him as both  

Liberator and Lord.  If  you are a visitor of  Providence Church, we are grateful that 

you have joined us in our highest privilege, worshipping the Triune God.  We hope 

you stay and talk with us after the service so we can get to know you better.  If  you 

would like to talk to Pastor Brito throughout the week, please feel free to either call 

him at 850.377.3049 or to email him at uriesou@gmail.com. Please visit our website 

at www.providencepensacola.org. 



Why Does the Pastor 

Wear a Robe? 

 

At Providence Church the pastors typically wear simple white robes with a stole in a color that reflects the Church    
Season. This is our practice for several reasons: 

1. The robe helps emphasize the office of the pastor and de-emphasize the personality of the man in the pulpit. Sometimes it’s hard to be 
led in worship by an elder or pastor who is a good friend or a peer or even (especially) one who is younger. To help us get 
over this feeling, the church in general, and the Reformed church in particular, has historically placed special robes on her 
ministers when they conduct worship. This helps us remember that it is not just good ol’ Uri or Al up there; rather, it is 
God’s appointed minister leading us into God’s presence, speaking His Word and ministering at the Table. 

2. The pastor who leads the worship plays a symbolic role during worship. When he leads the congregation in prayer before God, 
he symbolizes Christ leading the church in prayer before the Father. When he reads and preaches the Word, he symbolizes 
Christ, the husband, speaking to his holy bride, washing her in the Word. The robe is not meant to set him above the      
congregation, but to set him apart because of his unique office as pastor during the Lord’s Day worship service. 

3. The pastor is not a businessman. He is not the CEO of the ecclesiastical corporation. A starched shirt, suit and tie is the 
weekday uniform of a lawyer or business man. This has become de facto the American Evangelical clerical garb. This 
“uniform” often communicates precisely the wrong message in our churches and the communities in which we minister. 
Our pastors too often seek to conform to the patterns and symbols of authority prevalent in American culture. It is simply 
not possible to escape the symbolism of clothing. When the minister of the Word wears a robe, it helps to focus the       
congregation on the work of Christ and the Apostles, for the minister has no authority outside of them. 

4. The robe adds dignity and reverence to our services. The Lord’s Day worship service is a Day set apart for worship.  While all 
that we do is before the Face of God, Sunday is a Day of Resurrection and the white robe reminds us of our place in Christ 
and around the throne of God (Rev. 6:11; 7:9ff) 

 

Possible Objections 

Does the robe mean that the pastor is better than everyone else? Does the robe make the pastor closer to God? No, but 
these are good questions. Possible objections to pastoral robes include the following: 

1. It is too Roman Catholic. Even here we have to be circumspect. Roman Catholics are wrong in many areas, but we need 
to be careful not to throw out the baby with the bath water. Just because Roman Catholics do it, doesn’t automatically make 
it wrong or undesirable. Besides, if you care to check it out, Reformed pastors in the past actually wore uniforms of some 
kind not just in worship, but during the week as well. There is nothing characteristically Roman Catholic about pastors   
wearing distinctive clothing during worship services. 

2. The formality will turn people off. Sadly, many mistakenly think that avoiding formality and ceremony is an evidence of 
simple faith and humility. But C.S. Lewis wrote, “The modern habit of doing ceremonial things unceremoniously is no proof 
of humility; rather it proves the worshiper’s inability to forget himself in the rite, and his readiness to spoil for everyone else 
the proper place of ritual.” 

3. The robe will make the pastor unapproachable. Not so. If it is coupled with a humble spirit it makes him more approachable 
in his capacity as pastor. It reminds the body that this man is a minister for the people. The robe will highlight the pastor’s 
office and role. In fact, people may be more apt to address the pastor with spiritual questions and concerns 

 

Summary 

By placing a robe on our minister at Providence Church, we are 1) taking a stand against the current Evangelical 
church’s tendency to transform the pastorate into something like an executive position (the CEO of the church!) by mimick-
ing American corporate attire, and 2) seeking to bring our practice in line with what the Bible implies, back in line with what 
the historic Church has practiced, and in line with what other Reformed churches do worldwide. 



God is Renewing His Covenant With His People 

God Calls Us And Cleanses Us 
 

Prelude Mrs. Lydia Dearrington 

Exhortation Wilderness Lessons   

Call to Worship (Please Stand) 

Pastor: Let us worship God, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 18:20; 28:19 

People: Amen 

Salutation: The Lord be with you!                                                                      Ruth 2:4 

People: And also with you! 

I rejoiced when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord!”        Psalm 122:1-2 

    Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

Our help is in the Name of the Lord.        Psalm 121:1-2 

    Maker of heaven and earth. 

Pastor:  Dearly beloved brethren if we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us, but if we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Therefore I pray 
and beseech you, as many as are here present, to accompany me with a pure heart and humble voice unto the throne 
of heavenly grace. 

Come, let us worship and bow down.                                                    Psalm 95:6 

People: And kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

(Let all who are able kneel) 

Pastor: Most merciful God, 

All: In whom we live and move and have our being, our heavenly Father, your face is  
hidden from us because of our sins. Cleanse us, we pray, from all our offenses, and deliver us 
from proud thoughts and vain desires. Grant that we may, in lowliness and meekness, draw 
near to you. Confessing our faults and confiding in your grace, we look for your grace and 
mercy through Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

(Continue Kneeling for Silent Confession) 

Assurance of Pardon 

(Rise and Hear the Good News of God’s Forgiveness) 

Pastor: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in loving kindness. He has not dealt with 
us according to our sins nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. On this day know surely Your sins are forgiven 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.                                         Acts 13:38 

All: Thanks be to God. Our sins are forgiven in Jesus’ name. Amen! 

Hymns of Faith (Please Stand)          Psalm 3, O Lord How Swiftly Grows (Insert)  
People: Amen. 

 

 

 

 







God Consecrates and Raises Up to Heaven 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts! 

People: We lift them up to the Lord! 

Let us Give Thanks to the Lord our God! 

It is proper and right to do so. 

SANCTUS 

Pastor:  Truly it is fitting, right, wholesome and beneficial that we should at all times, and in all  

places, give thanks to You O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God.  Therefore, with  

angels and archangels, with all the company of heaven, and with all the Church on earth, we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 



*Responsive Psalm                                                   Psalm 3 

 

Pastor: A psalm of David, as he fled from the face of Absalom, his son. 
 
Yahweh, how many are my foes! 
    People: Many are rising up against me. 
Many are saying of my soul, 
    "There is no help for him in God." 
  
But You, Yahweh, are a shield around me, 
    My Glory and the One lifting up my head. 
With my voice, I cry to Yahweh, 
    And He hears me from His holy hill. 
  
I lie down and sleep; 
    I awake because Yahweh sustained me. 
I will not fear ten thousands of people, 
    Who all around are set against me. 
  
Arise, Yahweh! 
    Save me, O my God! 
For You have struck all my enemies on the jaw; 
    The teeth of the ungodly You have broken. 
From Yahweh is the deliverance. 
    On Your people is Your blessing. 
  
Praise to Yahweh,  
     The God of Israel! 
From everlasting  
    and unto everlasting. 
Amen! 
    ALL: Yes! Amen!           

 

Confession of the Nicene Creed (please remain standing) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and  

unseen.  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from  Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the  

power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he 

was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.    
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Pastoral prayer and Sung Lord’s Prayer (see hymnal’s back cover) 

 
Please respond at the end of each section: 
Pastor: Father, hear our prayer! 
    People: For Your Steadfast Love Endures Forever! 
 

 

Reading of God’s Word (Please Stand) 

 

Old Covenant Reading:                                                                        Proverbs 14:25-35  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God. 

New Covenant Reading:                                                                                     I Corinthians 9:24-27  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading in the Midst of the People:                                                  Luke 16:1-13   

Pastor: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn of Faith: Come, Ye That Love the Lord, pg. 348  

People: Amen. 

Sermon: Pastor Uri Brito 

Title: I Corinthians Series pt. 32, Running for an Imperishable Crown, 
 (Outline on last page) 

Text I Corinthians 9:24-27  

 

Offertory:                                           (Ex. 23:15; 34:20; Dt. 16:16) 

Pastor: Let us worship God with our tithes and offerings.  

Hymn of Response Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above, pg. 324-325  

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Offertory Prayer 

Pastor: Christians, how do you respond to our Lord? 
  

    People: We give only what the Lord has first given to us. 

    We present ourselves as living sacrifices, 

    And we offer the sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving. 

    We cheerfully give these tithes and offerings 

    In obedience to the Lord, for the glory of His Name, 

    The health of the Church, and for the sake of the world. Amen. 
 

God Communes With Us 

The Lord’s Supper is observed every Sunday as the climax of  covenant renewal worship. 
We invite to the Lord’s Table all those who are baptized disciples of  Jesus Christ, under 
the authority of  Christ and his body, the Church. By eating the bread and wine with us 
as a visitor, you are acknowledging to the Session of  this local church that you are in  
covenant with God as an active member of  a congregation in which the Gospel is  
faithfully confessed. If  you have any doubt about your participation, please speak to one 
of  the pastors before or after the service. 

 
Celebration of Holy Communion  (Please be seated) 

Passing of the Bread (“The Lord be with you” “The Lord bless you”) 

Passing of the Wine (“The Peace of Christ be with you” “And also with you”)    

Congregational Response Gloria Patri  

(Please Stand with Hands Raised) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end, A-men, A-men. 

 

God Commissions Us 

The Lord’s Commission Matthew 28:18-20 

Pastor:  Our mouths will speak the praise of the Lord!  

    People: Let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever. AMEN!          Psalm 145:21 

 

Closing Hymn: O Worship the King, pg. 321  

    People: Amen! 

Benediction                                                      Numbers 6:24-26 

Threefold Amen 

Pastor: Go in Peace to Love and to Serve our Risen Christ!     

    All: Amen!  





Announcements: 
 
Men’s Study Tuesday mornings at 6 AM.  Panera Bread on University 
 
Informal Diaper Shower for Heather Johnson this morning immediately after worship in the  
library 
 
February 5th Monday @ 6:30 
 
Ladies Book Study 
At the home of  Pauline Smith 
4113 Snapper Ave 
850-776-4231 
Feminine Threads Chapter 3  
 
 Sunday School Series on the Gospels begin on February 11th. 
We are looking for volunteers to teach the catechism questions and Bible stories for the little 
ones. Please contact Pastor Stout for any questions. 
 
February 14th, Season of  Lent begins with a Vespers' Service at 5:30 PM. Vespers' Services on 
21st (Pizza Meal) and 28th of  February; 7th, 14th and 21st of  March  
 
Bridal shower in honor of  Kandace Trotter Sunday, February 18th at 2:30 at the home of  hostess 
Jennifer Gregg.  
 
"Providence is participating in Safe Harbor Baby Bottle campaign again this year.  Please pick 
up a baby bottle in the back of  the Church and fill it over next 3 weeks with change from your 
family. Turn all the bottles in by February 18th and all proceeds will be given to Safe Harbor 
Pregnancy Medical Center.  It is not enough for the Church to be anti-abortion, we must be for 
babies and their parents. "  



Sermon Text: I Corinthians 9:24-27 

Outline:  
 
I. Dragged by our own desires 
 
II. Paul's summary: "I do it all for the sake of  the Gospel." 
 
III. The Christian race: a call to discipline. 
 
IV. Pursuing the imperishable crown. 
 
V. Inheriting a sacrificial faith 
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