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September 24th 2017 

17th Sunday in Pentecost 

Welcome 

In the name of  Jesus Christ our Lord, we at Providence Church open wide our 

doors and welcome all who are spiritually weak and seek rest; all who mourn and 

long for comfort; all who struggle and desire victory; all who sin and need the  

Savior; all who are strangers and want fellowship; all who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness; all who are poor in spirit and desire the riches of  the gospel; all who 

will come to Jesus Christ in living faith and repentance, looking to Him as both  

Liberator and Lord.  If  you are a visitor of  Providence Church, we are grateful that 

you have joined us in our highest privilege, worshipping the Triune God.  We hope 

you stay and talk with us after the service so we can get to know you better.  If  you 

would like to talk to Pastor Brito throughout the week, please feel free to either call 

Him at 850.377.3049 or to email Him at uriesou@gmail.com. Please visit our web-

site at www.providencepensacola.org. 



Lesson 

by Tim Keller: 

This is a key reason why the Bible forbids you to wittingly marry someone who doesn’t 
share your faith—because one of the main purpose of marriage is to build kindgom-
exhibiting community, to show the world how Christ transforms everything, including 
marriage. You can’t do that at all if both spouses aren’t believers. A Christian who wit-
tingly marries a non-believer shows that his or her motive is not mission or kingdom-
exhibition. One of the main ways (and maybe the main way) that married Christians 
witness to Christ is to show the difference Christ makes in marriage. 

This is why many single Christian adults do not marry even though they have a very 
deep desire to do so. If one non-negotiable reason for marriage is kingdom-exhibition, 
then that leaves out a lot of otherwise good prospects! If you can only marry ‘in the 
Lord’ your ‘pool of candidates’ shrinks drastically. But if a single Christian remains 
single largely because he or she will not compromise here, then we are paying a price 
for the kingdom. We are promised to be blessed for that (1 Pet 4:13-14,19) And God 
will use the Christian’s singleness to minister to others in ways that married people 
cannot (cf. 1 Cor 7:32-34). 

In summary, the purpose of both singleness and marriage is to created communities 
which are a sign of the glory of the coming (and present) kingdom of God. But to do 
that, every church needs a combination of both Christian married couples and Chris-
tian singles. Both couples and singles can minister to each other (see point B.) Paul’s 
statements show that there are advantages and disadvantages in ministry for both sin-
gles and marrieds. Hauerwas points out that singles and marrieds both point to the 
hope of Christ in different ways. The world needs to see both. 



God is Renewing His Covenant With His People 

God Calls Us And Cleanses Us 
 

New Members Vows and Affirmation 

Singing Psalm 23, pg. 38 

Prelude                                                                                   Mrs. Laura Scott 

Call to Worship (Please Stand) 

Pastor: Let us worship God, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 18:20; 28:19 

People: Amen 

Salutation: The Lord be with you!                                                                      Ruth 2:4 

People: And also with you! 

I rejoiced when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord!”        Psalm 122:1-2 

    Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

Our help is in the Name of the Lord.        Psalm 121:1-2 

    Maker of heaven and earth. 

Pastor:  Dearly beloved brethren if we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us, but if we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Therefore I pray 
and beseech you, as many as are here present, to accompany me with a pure heart and humble voice unto the throne 
of heavenly grace. 

Come, let us worship and bow down.                                                    Psalm 95:6 

People: And kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

(Let all who are able kneel) 

Pastor: Most merciful God, 

All: In whom we live and move and have our being, our heavenly Father, your face is hidden 
from us because of our sins. Cleanse us, we pray, from all our offenses, and deliver us from 
proud thoughts and vain desires. Grant that we may, in lowliness and meekness, draw near to 
you. Confessing our faults and confiding in your grace, we look for your grace and mercy 
through Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

(Continue Kneeling for Silent Confession) 

Assurance of Pardon 

(Rise and Hear the Good News of God’s Forgiveness) 

Pastor: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in loving kindness. He has not dealt with 
us according to our sins nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. On this day know surely Your sins are forgiven 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.                                         Acts 13:38 

All: Thanks be to God. Our sins are forgiven in Jesus’ name. Amen! 

Hymn of Faith           

                         The Church's One Foundation, pg. 327  

People: Amen. 
 



God Consecrates and Raises Up to Heaven 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts! 

People: We lift them up to the Lord! 

*Responsive Psalm                                                       Psalm 23 

Pastor: Yahweh is my Shepherd, 
    People: Nothing shall I lack. 
In green pastures He makes me lie down; 
    Beside quiet waters He leads me. 
My soul He restores; 
    He leads me in righteous paths for His name's sake. 
Even though I walk in a valley of deep darkness, I will fear no evil; 
    For You are with me, 
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
    You prepare before me a table in the presence of mine enemies. 
You fatten my head with oil; 
    My cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life, 
    And I shall dwell in Yahweh's house to the end of days.     
All:  Amen! Yes, Amen! 

 

Confession of the Nicene Creed (please remain standing) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and  

unseen.  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from  Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the  

power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he 

was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.    
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pastoral prayer and Sung Lord’s Prayer (see hymnal’s back cover) 
 

Please respond at the end of each section: 
Pastor: Father, hear our prayer! 
    People: For Your Steadfast Love Endures Forever! 
 

Reading of God’s Word (Please Stand) 

 

Old Covenant Reading:                                                                        Isaiah 54:1-8  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God. 

New Covenant Reading:                                                                                    I Corinthians 7:6-9; 32-35  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading in the Midst of the People:                                                  Matthew 19:1-12  

Pastor: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn of Faith:               Come, Christians Join to Sing, (Insert)  

People: Amen. 

Sermon: Pastor Uri Brito 

Title: The Blessings of Singleness, I Corinthians Series, Part 26 
 (Outline on second to last page) 

Text I Corinthians 7:6-9 

 

Offertory:                                           (Ex. 23:15; 34:20; Dt. 16:16) 

Pastor: Let us worship God with our tithes and offerings.  

 

Hymn of Response            Let Thy Blood in Mercy Poured, pg. 261  

 

People: Amen. 

Offertory Prayer 

Pastor: Christians, how do you respond to our Lord? 
  

    People: We give only what the Lord has first given to us. 

    We present ourselves as living sacrifices, 

    And we offer the sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving. 

    We cheerfully give these tithes and offerings 

    In obedience to the Lord, for the glory of His Name, 

    The health of the Church, and for the sake of the world. Amen. 

 

 

 



 

  

 



God Communes With Us 

The Lord’s Supper is observed every Sunday as the climax of  covenant renewal worship. 
We invite to the Lord’s Table all those who are baptized disciples of  Jesus Christ, under 
the authority of  Christ and his body, the Church. By eating the bread and wine with us as 
a visitor, you are acknowledging to the Session of  this local church that you are in  
covenant with God as an active member of  a congregation in which the Gospel is  
faithfully confessed. If  you have any doubt about your participation, please speak to one 
of  the pastors before or after the service. 

 
Celebration of Holy Communion  (Please be seated) 

Passing of the Bread (“The Lord be with you” “The Lord bless you”) 

Passing of the Wine (“The Peace of Christ be with you” “And also with you”)    

Congregational Response Gloria Patri  

(Please Stand with Hands Raised) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end, A-men, A-men. 

 

God Commissions Us 

The Lord’s Commission Matthew 28:18-20 

Pastor:  Our mouths will speak the praise of the Lord!  

    People: Let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever. AMEN!          Psalm 145:21 

 

Closing Hymn: Christ is Made the Sure Foundation, Insert  

 

    People: Amen! 

Benediction                                                      Numbers 6:24-26 

Threefold Amen 

Pastor: Go in Peace to Love and to Serve our Risen Christ!     

    All: Amen!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 







Overview: Paul covers all sorts of  relational questions in chapter 7. Questions             

concerning mixed marriages, children, divorce and now singleness. For Paul, singleness 

was an option for the Christian. In fact, he himself  chose the life of  the singleness for the 

sake of  the kingdom. 

' 

Outline: 

I. Different Emphases -Can we emphasize everything? 

 

II. Singleness - What is the role of  single Christians in the kingdom? 

 

III. The nature of  singleness 

 

IV. Why does it seem Paul speaks negatively of  marriage? 

 

V. The ditch of  the East and West 

 

VI. Paul's conclusion: Marriage is not obligatory and being single is not shameful.. 



Announcements: 

New Items 
 16 October, 6:30pm at the home of  Beckie Cato, Ladies Study. We will be introducing the 

new book.   
 
 29 October, 10:30am,Reformation Sunday Joint Service at Christ Church. The Saints of  

Christ Church have invited us over to their Church for worship, a celebration of  the      
Reformation and Debt Retirement.  

 
 13 - 15 November - We are helping to host the CREC General Council at San Destin Inn 

and Resort. If  you are interested in attending or helping with that effort, please let us know. 
We could use a couple more volunteers.  See one of  the pastors for more information. 

 
Reminders 
 
 Men’s Study continues this Tuesday morning at Panera Bread at 6 AM.  
 
 Are you interested in helping watch children during the Sunday School hour? We are     

looking for a few volunteers. See Pastor Stout or Pastor Brito. 
 
 There is a 40 Days For Life campaign September 27 - November 5.  There is a kick off  to-

day after fellowship meal at 2pm. Please see Pastor Stout for details. 
 
 October 6th, Friday 7-9 pm, All Adults are invited to a cocktail shower for Rob Noland and 

Amber McClanahan at the Gregg's house, 3240 Southfork Drive, Pace. (Rob and Amber are 
registered at Bed Bath and Beyond, and Amazon)  
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