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The Lord’s Service 

July 23rd 2017 

Eighth Sunday in Pentecost 

Welcome 

In the name of  Jesus Christ our Lord, we at Providence Church open wide our 

doors and welcome all who are spiritually weak and seek rest; all who mourn and 

long for comfort; all who struggle and desire victory; all who sin and need the  

Savior; all who are strangers and want fellowship; all who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness; all who are poor in spirit and desire the riches of  the gospel; all who 

will come to Jesus Christ in living faith and repentance, looking to Him as both  

Liberator and Lord.  If  you are a visitor of  Providence Church, we are grateful that 

you have joined us in our highest privilege, worshipping the Triune God.  We hope 

you stay and talk with us after the service so we can get to know you better.  If  you 

would like to talk to Pastor Brito throughout the week, please feel free to either call 

Him at 850.377.3049 or to email Him at uriesou@gmail.com. Please visit our web-

site at www.providencepensacola.org. 



Lesson: 

God’s Devil 

Dualism, that philosophical idea that says good and evil are two equal and eternal 
forces, is shown to be false in the Word of God in its very first verse. When the Bible 
says, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1), the words 
the heavens and the earth are a synonym for “all things.” In the beginning, God       
created all things; this includes the Devil. Although he is very powerful, Satan is        
ultimately a finite creature who is by no means a match for our Lord. 

Though He created the Devil, God is not in any way culpable for evil. Like everything 
else, Satan was originally “very good” (v. 31), and how Satan could fall when there was 
no evil present in creation is a great mystery. Still, we know our Creator cannot be 
tempted with evil, nor can He ever tempt anyone (James 1:13). 

That Satan is a creature means he is subject to the Lord, who uses him to fulfill His 
good purposes (Rom. 8:28). In the final analysis, the Devil is God’s Devil                     
(to summarize Martin Luther) and never operates outside the Lord’s decree. This 
truth can be seen when we compare today’s passage with 2 Samuel 24. Applying mate-
rial from the books of Samuel to the Israelites after the Babylonian exile, the        
Chronicler tells us Satan incited David to take a census of Israel (1 Chron. 21:1) even 
though 2 Samuel 24:1 says God moved David on that occasion. This is no                  
contradiction; it illustrates the doctrine of providence. Since God is sovereign over all, 
everything that happens is grounded in His plan. David commanded a census because 
the Lord ultimately planned that he do so, but Satan was used as the secondary cause 
to incite David. God ordained David’s sin, but He is not to blame for the temptation, 
for Satan did the tempting. In this case we might say the Lord “allowed” Satan to 
tempt David in order to clarify the point that God does not stand behind evil deeds in 
the same way that He does behind goodness. But make no mistake, John Calvin tells 
us, God’s decree of evil is not “bare permission — as if God sat in a watchtower,    
awaiting chance events, and his judgments thus depended upon human 
will” (Institutes 1.18.1). 

That God rules over Satan without Himself being guilty of sin is a hard truth, but it is 
also comforting. It tells us that what we suffer from the Devil, his demons, and all evil 
is not purposeless but will lead to our good and God’s glory. 

Coram Deo 

God is much greater than we are, so He is able to do things that we could never do, 
such as being sovereign over the Devil without ever being guilty of the Devil’s evil. 
Knowledge of this truth should not only move us to glorify the Lord but also to be   
confident that every tragedy we meet will serve a good purpose when all is said and 
done. If you are going through a difficult time, know that God is using it for your good 
even if you cannot yet see how. 

From Ligonier’s TableTalk http://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/gods-devil/ 



God is Renewing His Covenant With His People 

God Calls Us And Cleanses Us 
 

Prelude                                                                                   Miss Lydia Harris  

Exhortation: Liturgical Impatience 

Call to Worship (Please Stand) 

Pastor: Let us worship God, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 18:20; 28:19 

People: Amen 

Salutation: The Lord be with you!                                                                      Ruth 2:4 

People: And also with you! 

I rejoiced when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord!”        Psalm 122:1-2 

    Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

Our help is in the Name of the Lord.        Psalm 121:1-2 

    Maker of heaven and earth. 

Pastor:  Dearly beloved brethren if we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us, but if we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Therefore I pray 
and beseech you, as many as are here present, to accompany me with a pure heart and humble voice unto the throne 
of heavenly grace. 

Come, let us worship and bow down.                                                    Psalm 95:6 

People: And kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

(Let all who are able kneel) 

Pastor: Most merciful God, 

All: In whom we live and move and have our being, our heavenly Father, your face is hidden 
from us because of our sins. Cleanse us, we pray, from all our offenses, and deliver us from 
proud thoughts and vain desires. Grant that we may, in lowliness and meekness, draw near to 
you. Confessing our faults and confiding in your grace, we look for your grace and mercy 
through Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

(Continue Kneeling for Silent Confession) 

Assurance of Pardon 

(Rise and Hear the Good News of God’s Forgiveness) 

Pastor: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in loving kindness. He has not dealt with 
us according to our sins nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. On this day know surely Your sins are forgiven 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.                                         Acts 13:38 

All: Thanks be to God. Our sins are forgiven in Jesus’ name. Amen! 

Hymn of Faith           

              How Firm a Foundation (Insert)  

People: Amen. 
 

 



 



God Consecrates and Raises Up to Heaven 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts! 

People: We lift them up to the Lord! 

*Responsive Psalm                                                Psalm 25:1-10 
Pastor: To you, Yahweh, 
    People: I lift up my soul! 
My God, in you I trust: do not let me be shamed; 
    Do not let my enemies triumph over me. 
Indeed, all who wait for you will not be shamed; 
    Shamed will be those who deal treacherously without cause. 
Your ways, Yahweh, make me know! 
    Your paths, teach me! 
Make me walk in your trustworthiness and teach me, 
    Because you are the God of my salvation; 
    You I have awaited all the day. 
Remember your mercies, Yahweh, and your loyalties, 
    Because they are from everlasting. 
Sins of my youth and my transgressions do not remember; 
    According to your loyalty remember me 
    Because of your goodness, Yahweh. 
 
Good and upright is Yahweh; 
    Therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
He leads the afflicted in justice 
    And he teaches the afflicted his way. 
All Yahweh’s paths are loyalty and trustworthiness 
    For those who guard his covenant and his testimonies.A 
Amen 
    Yes! Amen 

 

Confession of the Nicene Creed (please remain standing) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and  

unseen.  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from  Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the  

power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he 

was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.    
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Pastoral prayer and Sung Lord’s Prayer (see hymnal’s back cover) 

 
Please respond at the end of each section: 
Pastor: Father, hear our prayer! 
    People: For Your Steadfast Love Endures Forever! 
 

Reading of God’s Word (Please Stand) 

 

Old Covenant Reading:                                                                        Exodus 33:12-19  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God. 

New Covenant Reading:                                                                                     Acts 4:1-12 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading in the Midst of the People:                                                    Luke 24:36-49  

Pastor: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn of Faith:            How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds, pg. 307  

People: Amen. 

Sermon: Pastor Alan Stout 

Title: My Soul Looks Up to Yahweh! 

Text Psalm 25:1-10  

 

Offertory:                                           (Ex. 23:15; 34:20; Dt. 16:16) 

Pastor: Let us worship God with our tithes and offerings.  

 

Hymn of Response      Psalm 113, Halleluiah! Extol the LORD!  (Insert)  

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Offertory Prayer 

Pastor: Christians, how do you respond to our Lord? 
  

    People: We give only what the Lord has first given to us. 

    We present ourselves as living sacrifices, 

    And we offer the sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving. 

    We cheerfully give these tithes and offerings 

    In obedience to the Lord, for the glory of His Name, 

    The health of the Church, and for the sake of the world. Amen. 

 

God Communes With Us 

The Lord’s Supper is observed every Sunday as the climax of  covenant renewal worship. 
We invite to the Lord’s Table all those who are baptized disciples of  Jesus Christ, under 
the authority of  Christ and his body, the Church. By eating the bread and wine with us as 
a visitor, you are acknowledging to the Session of  this local church that you are in  
covenant with God as an active member of  a congregation in which the Gospel is  
faithfully confessed. If  you have any doubt about your participation, please speak to one 
of  the pastors before or after the service. 

 
Celebration of Holy Communion  (Please be seated) 

Passing of the Bread (“The Lord be with you” “The Lord bless you”) 

Passing of the Wine (“The Peace of Christ be with you” “And also with you”)    

Congregational Response Gloria Patri  

(Please Stand with Hands Raised) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end, A-men, A-men. 

God Commissions Us 

The Lord’s Commission Matthew 28:18-20 

Pastor:  Our mouths will speak the praise of the Lord!  

    People: Let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever. AMEN!          Psalm 145:21 

 

Closing Hymn: And Can It Be That I Should Gain, pgs. 286-287  

 

    People: Amen! 

Benediction                                                      Numbers 6:24-26 

Threefold Amen 

Pastor: Go in Peace to Love and to Serve our Risen Christ!     

All: Amen!  

 



 

 

 





Outline: 

 

 

I.  The poetry of forgiveness and loyalty. 

II. The emphatic identification of Yahweh as David’s helper 

A. False rescuers  

B. God goes with his people 

C. Trust. All will end well  

II. David knows his frame.  

A. If you are going to remain faithful, God must convert your thinking 

B. Lead me in your truth and teach me  

C. Here is a two step process to assurance of your salvation.  

     1. First of all, hear what God says about you.  

 2. Second, see what Jesus does in the word and start doing it too 

III. The Steadfast Love of God.  

A. David tells God Remember your steadfast love, but forget my sins  

B. Vs 8 The character of Yahweh is goodness  

C. It is the humble who receive instruction.  

D. Vs 10. “The Way of God” is loyalty. His loyalty.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements: 

Thank you to the Smith’s for hosting us last week for our fellowship meal. 

 

Men’s Study this Tuesday morning as we continue through James. Finishing chapter 3 of James this week. 6:00am 

at Panera Bread. 

 

Three upcoming ladies events: 

 August 5th.  10am—12pm, A Ladies Tea in honor of Melinda and Pastor Brito’s Baby Boy due in late         

 August. Diaper and diaper wipes shower to be held at Misty Heifner’s home.  Melinda prefers diapers size 

 1&2 pampers for boys, and Target brand size 3 . Sams wipes are good and the best price or Huggies  

 unscented. Of course anything you choose will be used.  

  

 August 12th. 10am—12pm. A Ladies Bridal Shower at the Traylor’s home in honor of  Hannah Gregg’s and 

 Tristan Parsley’s upcoming marriage in December.  Hannah and Tristan are registered at Bed Bath and 

 Beyond. 

 

Summer Book Study Continues: 6:30pm   

 Men's Study:  July 13th— July 27th chapters 11– 14 facilitated by Pastor Stout at the Heifner’s home.   

 NEW DATE:  August 3rd—Final Study on the Nicene Creed. All families at Trinitas 6:30.  We are looking for 

 a couple of folks to watch little ones during the study. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Providence Church 
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Website: www.providencepensacola.org 
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