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Laughing to Scorn 
Genesis 12-50: Part IX 
Genesis 21:8-21 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. The Prince of Persia 

 
 
 
 
II. Cast Out the Bondwoman and Her Son 
 

A. A Time for Laughter (v. 8) 
 

The time of ____________ was a moment of great celebration in the ancient world: 
the first three years of life were the most fragile. If a child made it through that 
period of infancy then it was much more likely the child would survive to adulthood. 
So this is another time for laughter. 
 
 
 
 
B. Scornful Laughter (vv. 9-13) 
 
Hagar and her son are consumed with jealousy and Hagar’s son (about 16 years old) 
can’t contain himself – he mocks Isaac and scorns him publicly. He _____________ 
but it is not a joyful laugh; he is not laughing with Isaac but at Isaac. 
 
 

It had been [Hagar and her son’s] duty humbly to embrace the grace of God offered to all 
people, in the person of Isaac: but they impiously spurned him whom God had exalted to 
the highest honour. The knowledge of God’s gifts ought to have formed their minds to 
modesty. And because nothing was more desirable for them, than to retain some corner in 
Abraham’s house, they ought not to have shrunk from any kind of subjection, for the sake 
of so great a benefit… John Calvin 

 
 
 

Sarah is much more intuitive than Abraham. Abraham’s natural affection for Hagar’s 
son causes him to be blind to the situation. God corrects him. 
 
 
 
C. Disinherited but Protected (vv. 14-21) 

 
 
 

 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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III. Application 
 

A. Bitter Jealousy and Selfish Ambition (James 3:14-16) 
 

But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the 
truth. This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For 
where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

B. The Seat of Scoffers 
 

1. Scoffing Borne of Jealousy (cf. Psalm 1) 
 

Hagar’s son is the first in a long line of those who sit in the seat of ___________ 
as Psalm 1 describes it – men who mock God’s promises, mock God’s law, and 
who believe that they can have a life of blessedness in any old way without 
honoring the Creator. 
 

 
 
 

2. Scoffing Borne of Faith (cf. Psalms 2, 52) 
 
Scoffing is not always sinful. Scoffing is at times godly and right. The question is 
the ___________ of one’s scoffing. The Scriptures are full of stories of poetic justice 
– stories that teach us to laugh at the foolishness of those who high-handedly 
rebel against God.  

 
 
 
 
 

C. Sons of Flesh vs. Sons of Faith (cf. Rom 9:6-9) 
 

But it is not that the word of God has taken no effect. For they are not all Israel who are of Israel, 
nor are they all children because they are the seed of Abraham; but, “In Isaac your seed shall be 
called.” That is, those who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the 
children of the promise are counted as the seed. For this is the word of promise: “At this time I will 
come and Sarah shall have a son.” 

 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 


