
Announcements 
For the Lord’s Supper: 
- Grape juice is provided in the outermost ring of each tray of wine. 
- Gluten free bread is available. Please speak with an elder or deacon. 

 
Schedule today 
9:30-11:00 Worship 
11-11:20  Fellowship 
11:20-50  Sermon discussion and prayer time 
noon-2:30 Congregational meal 
 

 
Calendar 

Jan 6 – Micah Figgers, Richard Young 
Jan 8 – Benjamin Owen, James Parker 
Jan 9 – Jason Lollar 
Jan 11 – Hunter (A) 
Jan 12 – Kathryn Dallabrida, Debra Graziani, Owen Hemmeke, Nancy Tando 
Jan 13 – Small group meal – volunteer hosts needed 

 
Missionaries and Ministries Supported 
Care Net Resource Pregnancy Center www.friendsofcarenetnn.org 

321 Main Street, Ste. C, Newport News, VA 23601 
Dr. Robert and Clara Rapp    www.wbwmission.org 

P.O Box 200, Carbondale, PA 18407 
Uniting Church & Home – Eric Wallace  www.uchlink.org 

4013 Echo Ridge Place, Midlothian, VA 23112 
Arctic Barnabas – Paul Hadfield   www.arcticbarnabas.org 

PO Box 1996, Kenai, AK 99611 
Jenya and Saule Krushkov    Karaganda, Kazakhstan 

 

 
Elders       Deacons 
Conrad Doskey  599.1954  George Altmann, chair 898.4569 
Mark Eissing (sabbatical)   John Graziani 645.4103 
Glenn Goforth 220.2048   Tim Gowins 859.9396 
Steve Hemmeke 810.3850 

Covenant Heritage Reformed Church 
Newport News, Virginia 

January 6, 2013 
The Epiphany of our Lord 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

“When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy” 
– Matt 2:10 

 
“Arise, shine; for your light has come!  

 And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you” – Isaiah 60:1 
 
 



The Lord’s Day Worship Service 
January 6, 2013 - The Epiphany of our Lord 

 
Prelude † All who are able, please stand 

 

God Calls Us 
† Call to Worship Malachi 1:11 
  

† Opening Sentences Isaiah 60:1, 3 
Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen 
upon you. The Gentiles shall come to your light, And kings to the 
brightness of your rising. 
 

 † Guide Me, O, Thou Great Jehovah Trinity Hymnal, #598 
 † O God, Our Help  Trinity Hymnal, #30 
 
 † Invocation 
 

God Cleanses Us 
 Call to Confession Genesis 11:1-9 

Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 
Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. Psalm 95:6 

 
 Prayer of Confession (Kneeling, as able) 

Most merciful God, You are of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity. You have promised forgiveness to all those who 
confess and forsake their sins. We come before You in a 
humble sense of our own unworthiness, acknowledging our 
many transgressions of Your righteous laws. Make us deeply 
sensible of the great evil of them, and work in us a hearty 
contrition. Forgive us for being stubborn sheep and slack 
shepherds. Restore us as You did Peter.  In the name of Jesus, 
we confess our sins to You…    (silent confession)   

Lift up your hearts! We lift them up to the Lord! 
 

† Assurance of Forgiveness Ephesians 3:1-2, 6, 12 
  … the complete forgiveness of all your sins. Thanks be to God! 
 
 † As with Gladness, Men of Old Trinity Hymnal #226 

 

God Consecrates Us 

† Old Testament reading Ezekiel 34:1-16, 31 
 
† New Testament reading Matthew 2:1-12 

 

  Confession of Faith The Apostle’s Creed - Songbook – 50-51 

 

  Prayers of the Church  
 
  We offer ourselves giving God’s tithes & our offerings 
 
  Let All the Stars in the Skies Songbook 29 

 

† Sermon text Acts 20.17-38 
Sermon   “Magi & Shepherds Giving to Jesus” - Steve Hemmeke 

 
 

God Communes with Us 

The Lord’s Supper 
…together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 
Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again!  

   Author of Life / Sanctus Songbook 20-21 
 
  † O God of Earth and Altar Songbook 44 

 
 

God Commissions and Blesses Us 

† Commission & Benediction Hebrews 13:17-21 
  

   † May the Peace Songbook 56 

  



Ezekiel 34:1-16, 31 
And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, 
prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy and say to 
them, ‘Thus says the Lord God to the shepherds: “Woe to the 
shepherds of Israel who feed themselves! Should not the 
shepherds feed the flocks? 3 You eat the fat and clothe yourselves 
with the wool; you slaughter the fatlings, but you do not feed the 
flock. 4 The weak you have not strengthened, nor have you 
healed those who were sick, nor bound up the broken, nor 
brought back what was driven away, nor sought what was lost; 
but with force and cruelty you have ruled them. 5 So they were 
scattered because there was no shepherd; and they became food for 
all the beasts of the field when they were scattered. 6 My sheep 
wandered through all the mountains, and on every high hill; 
yes, My flock was scattered over the whole face of the earth, and 
no one was seeking or searching for them.”  
7 ‘Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 8 “As I 
live,” says the Lord God, “surely because My flock became a 
prey, and My flock became food for every beast of the field, 
because there was no shepherd, nor did My shepherds search 
for My flock, but the shepherds fed themselves and did not feed 
My flock”— 9 therefore, O shepherds, hear the word of the 
Lord! 10 Thus says the Lord God: “Behold, I am against the 
shepherds, and I will require My flock at their hand; I will cause 
them to cease feeding the sheep, and the shepherds shall feed 
themselves no more; for I will deliver My flock from their mouths, 
that they may no longer be food for them.”  
11 ‘For thus says the Lord God: “Indeed I Myself will search for 

My sheep and seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock 
on the day he is among his scattered sheep, so will I seek out My 
sheep and deliver them from all the places where they were 
scattered on a cloudy and dark day. 13 And I will bring them out 
from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will 
bring them to their own land; I will feed them on the mountains 
of Israel, in the valleys and in all the inhabited places of the 
country. 14 I will feed them in good pasture, and their fold shall be 
on the high mountains of Israel. There they shall lie down in a 
good fold and feed in rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I 
will feed My flock, and I will make them lie down,” says the 

Lord God. 16 “I will seek what was lost and bring back what was 
driven away, bind up the broken and strengthen what was sick; 
but I will destroy the fat and the strong, and feed them in 
judgment…. 
31 You are My flock, the flock of My pasture; you are men, and I 
am your God,” says the Lord God. 

 
Matthew 2:1-12 
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the 
Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to 
worship Him.”  
3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all 

Jerusalem with him. 4 And when he had gathered all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them 
where the Christ was to be born.  
5 So they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is 
written by the prophet:  
6 ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  
 Are not the least among the rulers of Judah;  
 For out of you shall come a Ruler  
 Who will shepherd My people Israel.’ ”  
7 Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, 
determined from them what time the star appeared. 8 And he sent 
them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the 
young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word 
to me, that I may come and worship Him also.”  
9 When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star 
which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and 
stood over where the young Child was. 10 When they saw the star, 

they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. 11 And when they had 
come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His 
mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.  
12 Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not 
return to Herod, they departed for their own country another 
way.



Sermon outline 

Introduction 
 
Theme:  
 
 

1. A shepherd’s gold 
 
 
 

2. A shepherd’s incense 
 
 
 
 

3. A shepherd’s myrrh 
 

 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Words for children to listen for 
shepherd    gold      incense 
 
 
 
myrrh     sheep      suffering 

Sermon notes: 


