
 

 

This is the first time I’ve given these particular lectures, trying to cover so much so quickly.  By now I am 
seeing mistakes, thing I forgot.  Let me try to rectify a few before I start the listed topic.   

First, when I look for illustrations, I try to choose extreme examples.  For the sake of teaching, so you can 
see what the point is, I need to make sure the point is clear to see in the examples.  But this means that my 
examples are not going to as representative as they could be.  The last example I used this morning, for 
instance, of PWM, is not the best PWM around.  I’m not trying to distort the whole genre.  I just need to make 
a clear starting point.  Once the principle is clear, then we can debate the principles, debate the examples, and 
bring in more complicated factors.   

Second, I know I haven’t answered all your questions.  In fact, I glad I haven’t.  I hope you have a lot more 
questions than before.  That’s my goal.  But I want to emphasize that those questions all have answers.  
Whether it’s about gospel songs, or PWM or choir music, I’m not raising these questions just to be 
controversial.  There is a great deal to say about all of them.  I don’t have all the answers, of course, but I 
would have a great deal of suggestions to consider, and convictions which there just isn’t time to cover.  

For instance, in my first lecture.  Anyone else I’ve ever heard talk or write about this subject has a very 
specific agenda.  They have a certain type of music they want to reject, or embrace.  Their reasons and 
standards for judging are very brief, shallow, and narrow.  They don’t apply much beyond the style they’re 
attacking or defending.  Often it seems they’re not aware of any other styles.  So you’ve got, mostly judgments 
and few reasons. This always frustrated me.  If it doesn’t apply to all of music, it’s arbitrary.  If it’s arbitrary, 
it’s a waste of time.  No one’s going to care unless they already agree.   

My approach is the opposite.  I tried to give reasons and standards, but few judgments. But this is bound to 
be frustrating in the other direction.  If you have a certain type of music you think is excellent, or destructive, 
you’ll want to hear me talk about it.  And my point here is that I can, I have, I’d be glad to again, but I haven’t 
here because this was all just background to this lecture, about singing the Psalms.  Also, there isn’t time.  

But third, I want to emphasize, even though it’s not my main reason for giving these lectures, that the 
music you choose to listen to, the music that will shape your picture of beauty, is not arbitrary.  It matters what 
you like.  The Genres are not equal.  They mean different things, and they do different things.  If you listen to 
CCM for 10 years, you will be a different person than if you listen to irish fiddle tunes, or jazz, or Baroque 
music for the same time.   

So, you mean choose it only because “I like the sound.”  But the fact that you like the sound says 
something about you, and that sound that you like will do something to you.  And you MUST, you are God-
commanded to, make a deliberate choice to glorify Him with it.  You must find out what the music means, 
what it will do to you, and DECIDE whether that glorifies God.  

 
In short, you need to decide whether your music will  
Reflect what you already feel  
Or 
Train you to feel what you should 
 
And whether your music will 
Satisfy what you already like  
Or 
Practice you to like what’s healthy.  

 


